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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department,
| 3rd July 1865.

e

Read the following letters :—

No. 23.  From Captain J. F. FISCHER, R. E., Controller of Public. Works
Accounts, to Colonel C. A. ORR, R.E., Sccretary to Government, Public
Works Department, dated Madras, 16th June 1869, No. 455.

Siz,
1. With reference to G. O. of the No. 1,645, dated 14th instant, 1 have the
honor to observe that I cannot sce biow I have misapprechended Section 5 of Chapter
XX. of the new system of accounts, and
* G.O. 9th May 1865, No. 1,257- which by paragraph 14 of Colonel Dickens’
. letter® to your a&
10th April 1863, 13 generally applicable to all India.

0. Paragraph 4 of this Secction requires that ¢ every Executive Engincer of a
¢ Canal or other Irrigation work, from which yevenue is realized, will keep, &e.,” and
paragrnph 5 of the same Scction requires these Officers to submit half-yearly returns
of such works to this Office, for the purposc of comparison with former entries of
revenuc ; 8nd paragraplx 6 shows what }s'gcncrally expected to be the duty of the
Controller in this branch of ‘the admiunistration, besides bringing to poticc any
marked falling off of the rcvenue. X

3. 1 respectfully submit there is not a tank or channel from which revenue is
now realized which docs not come under the foregoing rules, if there be no such thing
gs water rents from canals or other irrigation works, in this Presidency, then the
increase of revenuo to be obtained by the extension of irrigation works should not

bo held out as an induccment to Government to expend capital in such projects.

pum———

Referred to the Revenuc Dc})artmcnt, with reference to the Orders in that
Department, No. 1,223, dated 7th Junc 1802.

(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, Coloncl, R. E.,
Secretary to Government, . W. D.
Fort Saixt GEORGE,
19tk June 1865.

m—

No. 21. From Captain J. F. FISCIER, R. E, Controller of Public Works
Accounts, to Colonel C. A. ORR, R. E., Scerctary to Government, Dcpart-
ment Public Works, datcd Madras, 20th J unc\1865, No. 475.

1.' In continuation of my lctter to your address, No. 453, dated 16th June 1865,
I beg further to point out.that ?hc i:rst scntence of paragraphel, Scction J, Chaptcr
XX:rcfcrs to thc manner1in which Public Works Revenue, realized by Public Works
Officers, is to bo brought to account ; the next sentence of tho same paragraph
¢ Jeclarest the following rules refer principally to the accounts of revenue, such

t¢ 59 tho water rent from canals and other irrigation works, which is realized in
¢t tho Civil Deartment.

_ On this and aracraph 14 of Coloncl Dickens’ letter to your address, No.
306., dated 10th April 1865, I addressed the Revenue Board on this subject, as it
appearcd to mo to be quite clear the Government of India expected certain accounts
sﬁou]d bo kept in this Offico relating to the revenue obtained from irrigation works
for which they incur a large expenditure o.mnual.ly, and the whole of thisexpendituro
is cither for the maintcnance of works in existence from which revenue is now
obtaincd, or for the construction of new works with a_view to extend irrigation as
much as possible, so as to increase the revenue of the Presidency.

3. Butif the Nunjah Revenue of Madrasis not to be considered as water
rent, or Tevenuc obtained from canals or other irngation works, I Dbeg to be

i i

dress, No. 306., dated
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
3rd July 1865.

out, merely on the authority of a casual expression in a 3anual of Ac.coulnts for
the Public Works Department, and without the slightest reference to this Goveru-
ment ; for it is evident that to satisfy Captain Fischier’s requirement all the Nunjah
assessment throughout the country must be revised, and re-imposed in the fo‘r'm of
a dry assessment on the land, and a water-rate to be credited to Public ¥ orks
revenue as profits from irrigation works, and for no object whatever which cannot
now be rca(Yily attained.

5. It is absurd to suppose that it can have been cver contemplated to

“inaugurate so scrious & change in such a manncr, but it is perfectly evideat from

the language of the orders and rules that nothing of the kind was intended.

6. The Government consider that the Controller of Public Works Accounts
is not called upon to keep any account of any water-rents, or rents from public
buildings, or canal tolls or dues, which have not hitherto in this P’residency been

o]

. either assessed or estimated in the annual Budget by the Department Public Works.

(True Lxtract.)
(Signed) W. IIUDLESTON,

Acting Secretary to Government.

To the Public Works Dcpartment.

tho Doard of Revenue.
” encral, with copy of G. 0. Revenue Department,
.» the Accountant Genero vy dated 7th Juno 1863, No. 1,223.

Lxd. S. T. Augustia.
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