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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
 16tA June 1865., .

No. 353. Road the following P;Ioceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 26th
ay 1865 :—
Read the following Order of Government, dated 11th May 1865, ~94.

1. Resolved that the foregoing Proceedings be sent to Mr. Fane, the Collector
of Madras, and that Mr. Fane bo 1nstructed to carry out the orders conveyed in
paragraph 9, by lovying half the charge made by Messrs. Banbury and Hutchins on

account of Nunjuh waste.

2. With reference to paragraph 10, Mr. Fane should bear in mind the orders
of Government in future settlemnents, and as regards the scttlement of the present
year, which the Board believe has now been brought to a close, he will "report
speciully how he has dealt with the Nunjuh waste. Mr. Fane will also take care that
the Standing Orders on the subjcct of irrigated waste are made as widely known as

ossible. All persons should fully understand that if they retain waste for which
urigation is available, full assessment for the same will be invariably charged.

3. With regard to paragraph 4, the Board wish to explain that the authority
which they gave tho Collector to allow remissions was expressly limited to those
cascs in which he could satisfy himsclf ‘ that the waste was the result of an insufli.
“ cient supply in the tank.” (Board’s Procoedings 23th July 1864, No. 4,788, para-
graph 1.) They guarded their orders from any misconstruction on that point,
though they did not require the Collector to report on each caso in which he might
desire to romit the chargo before the remission was actually granted. They did
uot take this step as Mr. Fano is 8 Revenue Ofticer of long standing, and it is not
usual for the Board to withhold from the heads of Districts the power to carry out
in detail the Board's instructions. In the present case, Mr. Fane believed that, wide
8+ his remissions were, the people had a just claim to them, and in the usual course
he would have explained, when submittiug his Scttlement Report, on what grounds
ha had come to that couclusion. .

4. With regard to paragraph 5, the Board desire to remark that, in paragraph
33 of their Proccedings, they oxpressly stated at'what conclusions they had arrived.
Thus in paragraph 33, ‘the Board are decidedly of opinion thut the people
who had rotuined tho wasto in their puttahs had no water, and, therefore, had not the
* means of cultivating it (admitting of course casual exceptions),” the grounds on
which they came to this conclusion were also fully sct forth in their Proccodings,
'I'ho Board regret that theso Proceedings were considered too long and, in .
irrclevant, but having bLecn called upon “ to review the whole subject,” they
deemncd incumbont on them to discuss the fucts and principlcs on which Messrs.
Banbury and Hutchins had acted, as explained in their reports. In doing this it
wus3 nocessary for them to refer to and to explain the special reasons which had led
the Mirassidurs of the Madras District to occupy more land than they could culti-
vate, Mr. Banbury having laid great stress on the people holding so much wasto year
sfter yoar, and Laving made tlus fact a ground for assuming that the land was left
wasto through ‘“ neglect” (that is, that the people had water but had neglected to use
it). Tlcy also pointed out at some length that My, Banbury’s immed;ate predoces.
8 »rs, Messrs.” Cunliffo and Ellis, had cach maintained that for some years past (from
tho time prices began to rise) the peoplo had shewn themselves ready and eager to
cultivate overy acro of land for which water could be supplied. This point, as it
regards Mr. Banbury’s judgment in the case, was, in the Board's opinion, an impor-
taut onc, and was thercfore brought promiucntly to notice.

5. In paragraph 6, the remarks mado by Government imply that the Board
hold the principlo that where thero is * no crop there shall be no asscssmont.” But

* this is quito & mistuko. The Doard have uot, they Lelieve, an{ where luid down
1

such an unqualified rulo. In their Circulur Order, dated 19th June 1863, thcy
reforred only to irrigated land in which, owing to circumstances beyond the RRyot's
control, there could be no crop.  They particuﬁuly dwelt on this point in paragraphs
27,28, and 29 of thcir Procecdings,  As to the onus proband; resting on the Y{you,
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the Board did not thiok it nece iscus : Ryotwar ! ! ! , ¢ A ’
ssary to discuss that question, for under the Ryotwa _ Ci . '
:{ thm the Collector hgs tho means of konowing frogx tho willage accounts whether . -i'-./f"'- S . Rt v .
1.1131 ands under a tank havo been cultivated to the full extent that the water supply . ‘ . == N P T C L P
will admit of, and 1t 1s his duty to sce that the cluims of the Ryots to remission are ' AN RS X8
cousidered on their real merit, Tho Ryots, wheu they claim rewission on the ’ immeta } Y : vt .
z;rognd t!mt they have becn unable to cultivate from waut of watcr, can only refer i 4 " ¥ T . * = ¢ N J
0 the evidenco of the Government scrvants and to the officiul accounts in support - Lo o o e ) !
of their statenient, ’ : o ’ e " P PR ‘
6. With regard to paragrapl the ; s o e 2 2 !
Ph 8, the Board wish to explain that the courso they I & TS T N .
rc;commendcd was based on the fuct that the people had ctlxltivntcd 8 greater extent ol ) /f | 'Q AL SRR ‘
:)h xrggated land in F usly 1273 (tho year in question) than in any previous year—(vide SR T ? - EaeY R ‘
© Statement annexed “to their Proceedings) They looked on this fuct as good ; - PRI e 7 ; Y
pw?;l mrtw" proof that the People had not as a rule nelected to use the water really » Ol “w ’/://:{ R A va
avai lab ® Or to take advantage of tLe favorablo scason, and on that ground the B‘"ﬁ: .. T ; y; - R A AN .
09?0 gded that if any of the peoplo could be fuirly charged with the waste, 1t cou ! SRR 1 3 '/ oz R
Oaly be in fow and cxceptionul cases, the cases referred to in poragraph 36.. 1 o : . 1 7 ;/ r S e s, 4 Wl L
tb: The Board trus thy these remarks in explanation of their l’roct-‘t‘dmg‘,“l';l v A .o Lo a2 2 4 44 ;L
:° ¢ cousidered out of Placo, for tho caso was one in which the Board wore speciuily ‘ . NI ¢ Y b ’ pry ¢ ’ r, 5oL 1
n:l ?llxous(;?d'hew the Government thqt they bad come to a right conclusion, bolievu ; e e - ot .- B 1 L2 /I ': 477 VA .
s me{ d that Mr, Banbury had disregurded tho principles on which ho was boun " | ) s 1y - - AL s / 2 7. ;, ‘¢
o lt:ee ¢ his-scttlement, ang that, in conscquence, tho Ryots of the Madras Dwtl;lcd _ . . U ' 5 . e 55 ‘/ e 2 i
orders :f!;‘l‘xl; ‘a’:?d to a heavy charpe for uncultivated loud, when under tll;:d 'f;?:‘m:; N R i 7. / 2 £ £, o s
sion for jt, , verament and the Buard they could buve fairly claimed ! ; N e 5 / & ?// )’ :" ’ } /; / ?
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Land Revenne, X “'O.Govcrnmont do not doubt that the B"‘?ﬁi:&’c to S G . S o I I R
their decision in this matter on what !il‘-‘)' °‘:“;‘ d's . i s ' . - : '
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Opinion of the suffic: guod grounds, but they do no , shar os to / ".\ ¢ B
prolong the dxs:::s:.f::,ncy of those grounds, and they 1;: not think it necessary i \ : . o ; ‘_ ‘
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