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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
16¢h June 1865,

No. 333. Read the following lettor from H. NEWILL, Esq., Resident of Tra-
vaucore a‘ud Cochin, to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTUUNOT, Chief Sccre-
tary to Government, Fort Saint George, duted Trevandrum, 31st May

1865, No. 47.

Sir,
) 1. I have the honor with reference
From C°°'°l')?‘°' of F °;°‘“' g“l{’n' to the Order of Government No. 787, of
, Late do. . d:: n\;:core. tho 10th ultimo, to submit the accom-
Commercial Agent, do. panying papers on the subject of season-
‘ ing timber by girdling in theso States.

: 2. These rcports contain the opinions of Officers in these States posscssing
considerable oxperience in forest work, and may bo said to coutain the best

information available on the subject.
From J. S. A. KONLIIOFF, Esq., Conscrvator of Cochin Forests, to II. NEWILL,
Fsq., British Resident of Travancore and Cochin, duted T'richoor, 2nd

May 1865, No. 1,828.
Siz, S
1. I bavo the lonor to acknowledgo the receipt of your letter No. 546, of the
20th ultimo. With regard to the information therein ca led for, I beg to state that
tho important advantages attained by ringiug or girdling not only Teak, but even
Anijcly, and scveral other descriptions of timber, sbout a couple of years previous
to their being fellod, is 8 well established fuct, aud the practice is gouerally adopted

in the Cochin forests.

, 2. The advantages derived by g}rdling timber, (that are not intended for
slubs or boats,) previous to felling are, first, comnparatively greater security against -
tho risk of fire, for about three years at least after being ringed, than timber felled
green, and stored in the forests to season for at least two dry scasous; tecond, com-
paratively less liability to heart shukes, owing to 8 moro gradual and equal process -
of scasoning, than timber felled green and left to scason in & horizontul position, -
with both ends cut, and exposed to tho heat, heavy dews, and occasional showers
alternatcly, chicfly on the uppermost sido; third, facility of land transit, as a
well-scasoned log, viz., one that has stood girdled for two or t_hree years, is about
twenty-fivo per cent. lighter than a green ono; fourth, fucxlxtiv for being floated
down' to a depot immediately on being felled. Whereas timber that is fellod green
has to bo kept iu the forests about two years, to bacome floutuble, and cxposed to
serious risks buring that period. _

3. Judging from my own experienco in forest matters, dpring the last 27
ycnrs, and from information gnthcged from m oldest subordinates, and other
partics, posscssing very great experience 1n timber work, I fecl convinced of the
following facts :—first, that the process of girdling or ringing Teak has not the
effuct of depriving the wood of its oil ; sccond, that it does not render the wood
linble to be shattered by the full, as any trco, whother girdled or not, is liable

cspecially in very rocky places or on the slopes

to such injury, if carclessly fclled, ]
of precipitous hills or ravines, or even by fulling across other lurge fullen trees ;
third, that it dues not render the wood much harder than such as bave been cut

green and well scasoned ; fourth, that it certainly does not cause deterioration in
tho quulity of the wooci, but in fact the very reverse; fifth, that it does not
involve tho slightest rixk of damage to the sound portion of the wood from insects -

of any description whatever.
4. It is not usual to girdle or ring Teak or Anjely timber that are sclected

for slabs or boats, owing solely to the great difficulty experienced in splitting up,
or scooping out dry wood, and to no other cause whatever. Consequently the
axcmen who engage by contract to split and dress Teuak slubs, strongly object to
cutting down a dry or dead tree for that purpose, and as sawn elabs fctch a far
inferior price than thosc that bave been split by wedges, the latter mode has to be
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carts. ucilitate

. 5. Ill 8easoni

a8 to provido as m: fh'l;gnk IO.%T or slabs that have Leen eyt

protect them from the di po.sm 0 agmiust cracking, it b cut out of grecn trecs, so

moderately shaded spot “'e(‘t and intense heat of tho ) K been found advisable to

logs, luid on the grolﬁ? d': :‘;l;l: t.o f;:: currcﬁxt of air :::":8?{;;:1 by piling them in
6. In oinlo o nCh 80 as veut their absorbin mon jungle wood

one-cighth tl;g;r‘(llli:.:ﬁc&: ;}xlg}ln& the incision ghoylq E :“Y moisture from it.

it is the better, the place where the iuciuionoia l:":ﬁtmtoddccpcr than

: ' . € aud the cleanor

From C. .'
m C. R. VERNEDE, Exq., Acting Conservator of F

Easq., British Resi ‘
180 5,, oy sg ] tesident of Travancore and Cochin,oéﬁm g:‘ ﬂll. I;; E\hVILL,
| ' on, 26th April

receipt of your letter, No. 545, datod

practice® of seasonine T .
to gay that the practice of rimo: girdling or ringine cak timbor by
quite a nce ONI:_';;?IZO of ringing trees before fclﬁng th‘:!‘fii’:;g’i and in reply I beg
» one which benefits the timber i"ﬁn,itc'; myg‘:_]m:xontn, if not
; grcat attention

however shculd be gf
) given that they are no
1 t allowed to stand 1
» after beiug rung, for

ils alluded to in
. your letter to me, as they are then depri
. 2 eprived
:";{’l:’isl;“;zet;’bﬂl? weather, but, on the other hnn:;miif 'c?.:-thed by their longtlhoncd
ove Bl)cmﬁed.time, little or no dangt’:r isutb 1(:2 }:;P:}‘\‘cb:xs:g then felled

20 Tlle a‘l [24 :
follows : —first, thv:;u:;;:s sg;iindﬂmg trees rung before they had been felled aro
aro less liable to be worm oat ned and ready for use in a sbort time; sccond, tl as
aten ; third, when sawn iato cither plauks or taldoms, tl;:y
)

aro less liablo t 3.
ub'o to warp, shrink, and crack, and, lastly, they are made casy of transit:
’

while the disad e :
ends soon nftcr‘;‘llxg(a:rc: c;nl ltxmbcr felled frecn arc; first, they invariably split

" in tho timber, owg\g e (;h:.;d sx’x ;eggpd, lt lfo.y are liablo to be damaged b'_yy" B‘E-)olm‘:: g:ég
remedied by havi g loft o in it (this evil, 1 :
inuncrlsced fo{' ;3:(::& :htq logs cut up a short timo aftcS' they h;dlob\:? 0:," may be
or more bofore th rac) ; third, they must be luid up for & period n felled and
to warp shrin;o ans)t’: r‘:(:ck mf l:}eld lfor work, if usod before tllzfs l&o of four years

) oye! K ; fourth, they cannot wo
e ity e il e e o o ol o
ot in

s i 10 slightest manner reduce the value of timbcr, ?tn

3. In referonce to the Burmah Teak

; . ! th ;
]not comn}nndl.ng a hlgh price in the Bomb:a fna(;,l:l(,?; ri(;&m can assign for their
arge, o(i' E)fcn.or ?uahty, owing to the peculiurity of the Burm‘:l;e fhe
core and chin, ] have notxccg that the quality of the wood diﬁ-' soil. In Travan.
to the different soil on which they grow. or vastly, according

Wi?h any
; ninging

From H. CRAWFORD, Esq., Co i | :
hl U, L.8q. mmercial Ag t, A Yy
British I}esxdcpt of Travancore mae&chigepﬁié;%ﬁ;thILL, N
< 29th April 1865, No. 133. A de, dated Allcpey,
IR, - : '

1. I have the honor to acknowledgo y \ | |

| go your letter, No. 547, of the 20t} ;
hills 2;11'\\:1‘:3'“1: of fu}l growth, from 80 y ears and upwards, foun,d on the ;ﬂ e
, may nrot require to be girdled, or if girdled, to be loft as lone mof'ﬁl of the
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before felling; if girdled in the sutumn, about January
season it may be sufficiont for this
on low, rich soil, even if full grown,
scasons to get rid of the sap. ,

3. This last description of Teak felled green,
marked symptoms of decay ina year, and is at once o
Whereas if treated in the usual way before
Malabar although they readily do
tioncd above “ hill
any way, both aro difficult to work, the first more 8o,
to tho saws, and to the wood of the planes when attemp
this is obscrvablein all Malabar Teak more or less,

as in green timber. - .
4. With regard to felling, green timber falls m

been girdled, and is very liable,
down to within a fow fect of the lower end, tl

, and felled the following
the best description of Teak ; but Teak growing
must_be girdled, and left for at least {wo

does not stand the weather, shews
ttacked by white ants.
felling, the white ants will not attack
enasserim or Moulmein Teak. The first men-

own Teak” when felled green, appears not to be affected in
from the oil and sap adhering

ting to emooth the work ;
but not nearly to the same extent

ore heavily than that which has

however carcful, in the full, to split from the fork .
10 fibre not having cohesion equal to
d that in most instances of *heart

girdled or scasoncd timber, It will be foun
the tree to full tho wrong way down Aill,

shake,’ the evil has been caused in allowing
when the full is frequently such that nothing co
thus rendercd uttorly usoless, instead of up ¢

njury whatever.

uld stand, and the finest timber is
hill, which is easil{ accomplished, and
n girdling it should

the treco and principul branches suffer no 1 A
be done effectually, and the bost time, the last quarter of themoon in Jauuary and

February. .
5. The above is principall

at the request of tho lute Gene
6. Tcak from Moulmein and the

way  to botk descriptions o

f Malubar Teuk, it ha\'ip%'
f the low wet soil on which

iaf oi 1t perl
tial oil, tho resu s Per 1APS od ia readily attacked by white ants. ‘

thercfore not so durable, an

7. The practice in theso States
. any firc passin through the
boing principally long grass, or lo
the timber is not removed the same
the following February

it prevents dccn({ ; sccures the w

tranaported, an ] ]
. timber felled green is subject.

9.

The modo of scasoning Te

forests does not in ana'
w brush wood,
scason it is felled, then they are

by the annual fires.

{s not so liuble to injuwry n

retaining the sharp marks o
test, when it is remembe

———

core, dated Trevan

. 1d that girdling Teak for some timo before felling is desirable;
8. It would appeat ti8- & ood a{g;ninstthe attack of insccts ; is easier worked an
the full, or any othorevils to which

d

no meana of tho best description) 18 s fresh and sound as the day it was plac
f thechisc] of the workmen as if recently cut; this

red that Pepper is perhaps the most absorbent

ok timber in Travancore is by cutting five or six
d, and about half or one inch into the sound wood,

the result of experiments made from 1850 to 1857
Cullen, when Dritish Resident of these States. -

Tenasserim Provinces is inferior in every
little, or none of the essen-
it is principally grown, it is

is to girdlo tho trees and foll after four years ; . -

way injure the sfanding trees,

10 firo passcs quickly through. If
liagle to be burnt

I may romark that the roof of tho Popper Bankshall here, built between
1780 and the closo of the last century, 18 being removed, and the wood work, Teak
(by
there,
is o scvere
vegetable production known.

late Conscrvator of Forests in Travan-

: _Hcmomndum of C. F. KOHLIIOFF, Esq.,
. | m, 20th May 1865.

inches broad through the sup woo )
stem, during the hot weather, from the mouth of .

round tho trunk of the tree at tho N or, f
November to Murch. . In this stato the tree 13 left to dry, which is denoted by the

smaller branches d.roppingo
tho size and the locality it sta .
sizo it will be sufficiently dry in about two ycars ; 1

‘be longer in drying.

ff in the space of two or three years, depending much ou
nds; if in an.exposed })lacc and the tree isnot of a large
in o shady and damp place it will

The ‘trces when dried arc felled, trimmed of the branches and

—— e S n
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X ' #ap wood, and placed on’slec
| that they may out. If allowed to lay on th

18pness of the soil will Dot turn ngth of time, ThLiy iy the general .
practice observod iy, scasoning timber, Particular attention should be paid iu scason-

Ing timber, the trees ought not to b rung when they uro ],
they arein blossom.

oroughly dry so
) fround, the timber by absorbing the

somewhat brittlo, Such'
e of the wood ; I ghoyld 8ay otherwise that /

being girdled and felled when they are full with 8AD), -
and would recommend that if particular attention is required “to be paid to the
scasoning of the wood, they should bo g 23 when the tecs are less
impregnated with, sap.,

8 More sap at one quarter thun the
other may be ascertained by cutting a good sized branch with a clean cut with a'
: ' sharp nstrument) in the upper end of it, placine it upside down perpendicularly, a
3 large quantity of water exude from it ip the ipull moon, than what will drain from
: - thesame branch 80 cut and placed during the first uarter of the moon. | have .
further obscrved fyll OWn bamboos cut about the fy]] moon, or while in blossom, ;
complotely destroyed by ; ing

msocts, leaving oaly 4o thip ring filled with dust in the
courseof six or ton months, . !

p | " (True Copics.)

(Signed) H. NEWILL, Residens, ’

——

Ordered that the following letter be despatched.
No. 334. From W HUDLESTON, Esq., Actin

Sir, -

|
8]
{
T - L. In continuation of my letter:
Forests, No. 19. No. 15, of 18th May 1865, I have the.
honor to forward for submission to the Government of India ths enclosed papers, 1

Travancoro and '
» received from the Resident of

' + Cochin States on the subject of girdling timher
Travancore. .
2. It will be observed that they are much opposed to

tho views of the experi-,
enced Officers of the Forest Department in this Presidency.

,

‘- Wt . M

-

VAN
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