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~ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
12th June 1865.

No. 233. Read the following Prooeedixrsga 20%&\; Board of Revenue, dated 22nd May 1863,
: e o . 0. 2,683 :—
IR R T Read the following Procecdings of the Madras Goveroment, dated 26th April 1865, No. 879,
. : : : Co . : Revenue Department.

Asstaacr.—Forwarding to the Board, for early report, 8 Resolution of the Government of India,
directing that measures be at once taken to confine the accounts kept in the Account branch of the
peveral Sudder Treasuries of Indis to the English language, and tbat all Vernacular accounts now
in use in that branch shall cease on the 1st May next, or as soon 88 it is practicable to carry out the
necessary arrangements. . .

1. TIn the Resolution of the Government of Indis in the Financial Department, dated 10th
April 1865, No. 1,979, communicated with the above Order, it is remarked with reference to the
views of the English Commissioners expressed in paragraphs 248 to 258 of their Report on the Indian
Civil Accounts, that the unnecessary labor and intricacy caused by the practice at present in force
in many Treasuries of keeping the accounts in two languages may be avoided by confining the
sccounts kept in the Account branch of the several Sudder or Huszur Tressuries to the English
language, and it is, therefore, ordcred that all Vernacular accounts now in use in that branch shall
cease. It is admitted that Vernacular sccounts in Tasil or Talook Treasuries must continue, but
although the reception at the Hurur Treasuries of vouchers and documents written in the vernacu-
lar may from this issue be to some extent unavoidable, still it is considered that at this point the
use of the Vernacular in the Huzur Treasuries should entirely cease. :

9. The Board observe that these romarks are not ap licable to this Presidency. In the Account

branch of the Huzur Treasuryin this Presidency, the %emu:ulm are not used as extensively as

appears to have been the case elsewhers. The ialook accounts are of course kept in the vernacular
of the District, but with English figures in every case, and in approved printed forms which are
supplied from the Collectorate Press. The forms of Accounts Current and other Statements are 80
well framed that the entries in them can be directly posted into the English Abstracts or Ledgers
kept in the Collector's English Department for the purpose of preparing the Tressury accounts snd
other General Returns and Statements submitted to the Accountant General and to the Board of
Revenue. Paragraphs 6 to 10 of the Order of Government, dated 20th March 1865, No. 615,
contain a brief and clear statement of the system of Talook accounts, and it is unnecessary here to
recur to the subject, further than to mention that under this system, the accounts are so regularly
kept, and expeditiousl prepared, that on the evening of the last day of each month, a complete

. Account Current for the month, comprising as it does several items of reccipts and disbursements
arranged under proper hesds with the necessary vouchers, is sent to the Deputy Collector in charge
of the Huzur Treasury. This Account Current is sccompanied also by s Statement of the Iemand,
Collection and Balance of the several sources of revenus. Similarly, Accounts Currcot of Receipts
and Disbursements from the Superintendents of Salt Divisions, and accounts of actual receipts
only from the Superintendents of Sea and Land Customs, licensed Stamp Vendors, &c., all in the
Vernacular language of the District, with English figures, are transmitted to the Husur Treasury
on the lst of each month. © .

3. On the receipt of these accounts in the Huzur Treasury, they are put into the hands of
the Vernacular Accountants. The number of this class of officers attached to the Account
Department is limited, ranging from seven to eleven in the largest District, and their salaries vary-
ing from Rupees 15 to 45 per month. Their duly in connection with the accounts received from
the Talooks, &c., consists only in examining them with the - vouchers, &¢., some of which are in
English, and others in the Vernacular language. The aceounts are then delivercd to the English
Account Department where they are all abstracted, and the totals undor the several heads embodicd
in the General Abstracts. After the totals are made in the abetracts, and the cash balance ascer-

. tained to be correct, the Tnuux sccount is prepared and despatched to the Accountant General
within the 10th of each month. “Thus it will be scen that while the Vernacular accounts
received frot® the Talooks, &c.. undergo & regular and rapid examination by the Vernacular
Accountants, the posting of them direct into English abetracts iz done by the English Account-
ants with .no less regularity and expedition. No accounts or abstracts are kept in the Jo:al
langusge in the Husur Cutcherry or §uddcr station except the T Chitta noticed below. The
duty of the Vernacular Accountants is confined to the examination of the Financial and Revenuo
Settlement accounts received from the Talooks, Salt Divisions and other localities, in which the use
of the Vernacular langusge can under no circumstances be discontinued with any advantage, as most
of the accounts are based upon those received from villages. In these the local language must be
used as & matter of necessity.  °.

4. The Day Book also is kept in English by the English Account Department. A Memo-
randum of the entry in the Dsy Book or an order is sent to the Treasurer, upon which he receives
or disburses money 8a the case may be, and these receipts and disbursements are regularly and
consecutively entered by the Treasurer in & Cash Chitta, which alone is kept in the local language
of the District with English figures. The balance is struck every evening. This Veroacular
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Chitts is made use of only for the daily comparison with the entries in the Day Book and no fur-
ther, as the English Day Book is taken as the basis for the abstract of monthly receipts and dis-
bursements. The Bou\i

are of opinion that even in the Districts where the Treasurers under- °

stand English, the Cash Chitta, which is confined simply to actual cash transactions in the Treasury, *
should be kept in the local language only, as it needs to be often referred to by the Shroffs and .

gnm:huh in the Treasury Department, all of whom cannot at present be expected to understand
gl‘ M .

5. Besides having to examine the accounts received from the Talooks, &c¢., the Vernacular
Accountants, acting under the ordors of the Deputy Collector in charge of the Treasury, carry on
the Vernacular correspondence connected with the sccounts, and also draft all orders to the Talooks,
&c., for payment. A fow of these Accountants accompany the Collector on circuit for the Jum-
mahbundy, and prepare the Vernacular sccounts connected with the settlement. Thus it will be

seen that the Vernscular Account Department is useful in its own sphere, and bas distinct dutics to °

perform, while the English Accountants prepare all the English accounts direct from the original
vernacular documents without the intervention of vernacular books prepared as an intermediate
stage, and thus the system of double accounts in two different languages, which has been condemned,
is now unknown in the Treasuries of this Presidency. The Vernacular Accounts and Returns
specified in the list referred to in paragraph 8 of the Rosolution of the Government of India are not
kept by the Vernacular Accountants in this Presidency. The Statements in question are prepared
in English in the first instance.

6. In regard to the vouchers it is suggested, with » view to facilitate their direct posting into
the English sccounts, that printed diglott forms may be used baving the substance of the voucher
printed in the Vernacular and in English in panalled columns with blanks for the figures, the
voucher thus serving both as a Vernacular and English document. The Board observe, with
reference to this suggestion, that the practice is already in force in the Districts of this Presidency,
and diglott printed forms are used for the vouchers in all practicable cases, such as certificates for
the refund’of Stamp duty, Cheques on which payments are made to the Executive Officers of the
Department Public Works, &c. Even the District Gazettes, important Land Rovenue Registors
framed with reference to the new Revenue settlement, and various other useful forms of Returns
in the Police Department, are printed in diglott for convenient reference and use. In exceptional
cascy, however, of rcfunds to Ryots and other occasional paymcnts of rare occurronce, similar
printed forms are not used, but whenever such vouchers are sent up to the higher authorities, the
substance of the voucher, and the amount specified in it, is endorsed in English on the back of the
origioal voucher itself by. the English Account Department of the Collector's Huzur Cutcherry.
These receipts are not made use of for poeting into the English Abetracts or Ledgers as supposed
by the Government of India, the entries being taken from the Day Book as well as from the monthly
Talook Accounts which bave been verified by examination of the vouchers. They are sent to the
‘Accountant General and the DBoard in the manner above stated, in support of the charges entered
in the accounts. ) ’

7. The practice alluded to in paragraph 10 of keeping exact copies of receipts granted by the
Treasuries is unknown in this Presidency, and the entry of the transactions in the Treasury accounts
is all that has been found necessary. In regard to the payment orders also, sent to the Talooks for
payment, only 8 simplo register is kept by the Vernacular Accountant.

8. From the full description given of the system of accounts in this Presidency in the Board's
Jetter to Government, dated 11th January 1865, it will be seen that the subject of accounts in this
Presidency has occupied particular attention for years past. The old cumbrous system of accounts
has been completely re-modelled, and every improvement Which will conduce to the efficiency of the
Account Department, and to the removal of the state of things described in the Resolution of the
Government of Indis, bas been from time to time introduced. Not only were well considered forms
and rules prescribed for the preparation of all accounts from the village upwards, but their working
has been carefully watched, and such slight alterations ss experience proved to be nece were
made, sud the result of tuis conbiuued labor is that the Account Department has beef pl in An
efficient and satisfactory working condition. The subject still continues to engage particular atten-
tion, and no exertions will be spared to introduce such further improvements as may be found neces-

A Manual for the Husur accounts is being prepared in which the several orders will be
brought together, and their observance will be mare strictly enforced.

9. In consequence of these alterations and improvements in the system of accounts, oppor-
tunity was taken in the recent re-organisation of the Revenus Establishments by the lonorable
C. Pelly to strengthen the English Account Department and increass its salarics, 80 a8 to enable it
to meet fully the requirements of the new system, and to render the accounts with suflicient
- promptitude. Formerly the returns submitted to higher suthorities were not generally prepared by
the English Accountants direct from the original vernacular accounts, bat were usually transcribed
from other accounts prepared by the Vernacular Account Department, but as this practice was
discontinued, and as the preparation of all the English sccounts direct from the original vernacular
documents bas devolved on the English Account Department, its position has been improved both

b

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
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in respect to the number of bands and the amount of the salaries, and a considerable reduction bas
been made in the strength of the Vernacular Account Department. These establishments have becn
found to work well, and the Board are not, therefore, prepared to recommend any changes. The
number of Huzur Vernacular Accountants provided in the new acheme of Establishment is limited
to the actual requirements of the service, and cannot be further reduced under any circumstances.

10. As the Board understand that the Resolution of the Government of India bas been
circulsted® to the Collectors by the Accountant
General, they resolve that the foregoing Proceed-
ings be communicated to all Collectors, as well as
to the Accountant General. If in any District, any of the Returns specified in the list attached to
the Accountant General's Circular be now kept in vernacular in the Huzur Cutcherry, the practice
should at once be discontinued, and the Treasury Deputy Collectors should be desired to pay parti-
cular attention to the instructions issued by the Board from time to time for the preparation of the
accounts, and to eee that all the accounts are prepared in English according to method and system
prescribed for their guidance. '

® 1# May 1865.

————
No. 234. . Oxozs $mzazow, 12th June 1865, No. 1,280.
iscellaneous 1. Copy of the above Proceedings will be forwarded to the
M Government of Indis, with reference to their Proceedings da@

10th April 1865, No. 1,979, Financial Department.

2. Tt will be observed that in the Sudder Tressuries in this Presidency, 0o Vernacular Accounts
are mthoriu(ll to be kept except the Treasurer's Cash Chitta, 10 which Eoglish figures are
although the items are expressed in the pative language of the Distnict.

3. It does not appear feasible at present to ingist on this document being propased in English
throughout.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) W. HUDLESTOX,
Acting Eecretary o Gmnmf.

To the Board of Revenue. .

“ Fxd.S.T. Augustia. . : '
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. YERNACULAR ACCOUNTS.
CIRCULAR No. 2.

AuDIT DEPARTMENT,

Sort Suint George,

Depy. Audr. and Acct. Genl.’s Offices
1st May 1865.

Porwarded to all Collectors, Officerin charge of Her Majesty’s Treasury Bangalore, snd

Resident of Travancore, for information and guidance,

F. LUSIIINGTON,
Dy. dudr. and Acct. General,

No. 1979.

EXTRACT from the Proceedings of the Government of India, in the Financial
Department, duted 10th April 1865,

Read sguin paragrapbs 248 to 238 of the English Commiui;oners, Report oo the fudian Ciril Accounts.

RESOLUTION.
N ad
Veroack T~ In theso parugiaphs, it is pointed out that the Accounts of Civil Treasurics
ice which iy in force in

voluminous and intricate than nccessary Ly the pract

.. kecpinyg the Accounts in two langusges, ond the changes in this respect re-

are voudere . **
in general approved by the local Governuents and the

nuny Treasur, |
eommended by the Qumipissioners are
Otlicers of Account.

rovinces, the original Accounts &y

2. 1a the Punjaband North-Western P
d these arv transinted into Eng

in Ourdoo Writitu ne Sha Qeosvan aharacter. &N
neral Books.  The Treasurer's Accounts are in 1
Rukkuw Symbols ave in use in place of the simple Dersiun or English figures.

8. Vernacular Accounts at Tehsecl Treasurics miust continue, and the reccption at the
Sudder Trensuries of Vouchers and documents written in the Vernacular iy to some extent be
unavoiduble ; but at this stage, the use of the Vernacular in the Account Branch of the Sudder
Treasury should entirely censo, except that the Treasurer who generally does not undentand
F.nylish ma be allowed to keep his record of receipta and payrmcnts in his own characters.
Even here, {owever, the use of Eugliah figure? should be encournged. ,
®

4. The direct posting of tho vouchers into the English Accounts can be much facilituted
liy thc use of bi-glot vouchers as shewn in the specimens attachedl By having the substance of
the vouchers prinu:d in the Vernagular on one sude, and in English on the opposite sido of the
Pege, thero remnin only the ULlanks to be filled up, und thiv can rcadily be done in both
lnugunges ; 0 that whilst servinﬁ the purpose of a Vernacular voucher, the inateris
for posting it direct into the English ‘Accounts. The simplicity which will follow the introdue-
tion of the new system will also add fucilities to the abolition of the double Accouuts in two
diffcrent languages. ) .

5. 'I'here nay bo in snme CANCS B difficulty in obtaining Clevks ¢
English Accounts, but by the reduction of the Vernaculur Office, n 8av
arive which can be a.ppropriawd to meet any additionn] remunemtion w
to grant in order to secwe 8 better quuliﬁcd cluss of Clerks in the Eng

ouncil iy thereforo pleased to direct that
it in the Account Branch of tho several
d that all Vernacular Accounts now in

ompatent to conduct the
jime of cxpenditure will
bich it may be nccessary
lish Branch of the Office.

6. His Excellency tho Governor Genernl in C
measares be at onco taken to onnfine the Accounts kej
Sudder Treasuries of India to the English lunguage, an
use in that Branch ohall cease on tho st May lext, OF A8 00D 88 it ia pructicable to cart out
tho ncceasary arranoemonts ; the geveral Accountants General reporting throngh tbe l
Gnvernments to the Frinancial Department all caves wheve the obstacles to the course lnid down
are such as to render delays in carrying out these order desirable.  Such increase of charge in
thie English Offices as muy be necensary will be sanctioned by Govermeut out of the savingy
caused by the reduction of the Vernacular Othees.
tely Leen abolished in the

7. The success with which the Vernacular Acernnts hiave I
overcome are not 30 great

Treasuries of the Central Provinces, shews that the difticulties to Le
as might bave Leen anticipated. ,

e chicfly kept
. lish for the Ge- |
{indee, and 1N winuy Vreranss, ths cnplex

ls are there

4
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* 8. Alist of the Accounts and Returr

s that i
sppended ; such as are noces ily retain at may be di

spensed with in the Vernacular is
ed being kept in English only,

9. Tho above orders apply sololy to ti

of Veraacular Accounts sndpkpioy . 0 Account Branc

h of the Treasuries, but a reductjon
kuowledgs of the Knglish lan

tums in the Reveaue Branch also should be encouraged, a3 the
guage advances, -

10. A pratice obtains in somo Treasurios of kecping cxact copies of receipts granted by
the Treasuries to public OFcers and private individuals.” With rare exceptions, the record of
the transaction in the Official Books is quite sutfi:ient, and the discontinuance of this uselosy
practice is strongly insisted upon in all such Treasuries whore it prevails,

11. The Deputy Auditor and Accountant Goneral in each Proviu
of three months how far these instructions have been acted upon, a

ce will report at the end
aenty he would recomnwend to give effoct to them.

nd what further ar range-

Ordered, that copies of the foregoing Resolution be sent to the several Local Go vernmeunts
and Adwministrations, and to the several Deputy Auditors and Accountants General,

(A true Ex'tmc!-.) '
(Sigaed) J. E COOKE,

Assistant Secretary to the Government of India,

(A t.fue Copy.)
Ww. J. RAYNOR,
o lal’lssistaut dcervmg h
4...:) . ,)\ P & A T
. , n\~ -t

List of Vernacular Accounts and Retwsns to he divnensed with,

Mumthly Trensury Account A anl B. Stateents,
Monthly Eatinintes : . .
Ditto Cantingent Bills,
Ditto Judicinl Do,
}l)itto Statinnery Do,
‘reasury Warranta, T Y Y P .
. s Legisters of Re ene’ Deposite, . ¢ ,// 7 122 Moyt
H Do. of Fotulurree Do, )
Do. of Dewanny Do,
Daily Cash Balance Statemnent.
Account of particulars of Bulance of Depasits,
’ Memoranduin of Monthly Cask Balance.
Cish Balance Report, .
Ledier Awarys
Wizkhan, )
Statement of Unadjusted Disbursements.
Day Book.

Register of Receipts granted

1)

- o=

-

" “Treasury, Madras, Month of

186 .

No. or } ;

" HeAD oF vaxcx} DeposITS, Vovcken § T |
CHARGEAMLE. :

. Amount.} i

Date of - A\amg Of} wpees. i.

Origival \ __ __ _— Deposit. _— Depositor. g
Nuwver. |
H day of 1

[7.of o Cuopsare yurf 0 RECEIVED thia y i

186 @av tho sum of Rupees |
Osrmasésrs . Pica !
Annas i

CosCaanyu GUI A

' \

- ' updé
' )
A
QarawCodr,
Examined and Fatered.
) e .
Approved. .
Head Clerk.
R
Chimlnt'l} . |
Collector. Signature. l

e ——————————

Stamp if niui-v_ed-.-. .

-

A Treasury, ”“fim"

- Month of

being the smount payable to

Rupees

on account of the Deposit described lbOVj

4

Passed for Pa

Judge

186 .

1 4

i

No. of } »:

Head of Servico} . o e #:
chargeable.

" - RecexveD this d.ay of )

e the sum of Rupees ;

Pies {

Annas | ,

being the amount due to me for o

awiwiCosCaang v GUT |

) ° . -y ;

Ll 4

| upBiQeremCo.
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Treasury, M adras, Month of 186 . | '}
[ ] ' -"l’
HEAD or SERVICE _ No. or } _ - 1
CHARGRADLE. } Drrostrs. VOUCHER . |
Original Date of Name of . Amount} ___[ -
Nuwber. Deposit. } Depositor. Rupees. y
¥ B 5050007 aa‘etgswﬁ RecEIVED this day of 136 ,‘ § ’!
) - the sum cf Rupees : 3
§ ondyoTnueE B X OR® :
Annas Pies |
('3, Y DR being the amount payable to ] ‘,
¥} are %ol To oF whkisdse. on account of the Deposit deacribed above. - ~
Rupees N
Examined_apd Entered. \
— . ¢
Approved. ead Clerk. P
. 3 -
R {
Claimant's Passed for Payment. ‘ 1
e Collector. Signature - " P
o ¢ | ~
-—'——’—-"_. — \
Stamp if required. Judge or Hagicl: >
|
Treasury, Madras, Month of 186 .
Hend of Sor\'ice} - No. of }
churgeable. Voucher.
rad % BESAE T o B " RcEveD this duy of 186 -
owed - oW T the aum of Rupees ‘ B
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. 7. The practics alluded to in paragraph
%he Treasories is unknown in this Presidency,

10 of keeping exact bopies of reveipts granted by .
and the entry of the transactions in the Treasury

»

! accounts is all that has been found pecessary. In regard to the payment orders also, sent to

the Taluks for payment, ooly a simp

ae

system of accounts

duce to the efficiency of the Account Department, and
described in tha Resolution of the Government of Iadia,

** "Not only were well

from the village upwards, but their working has been carefully w:
* ~ ations as experience proved to be necessary were made, sud the

le register is kopt.by the Vernacular Accountant .
8 From the full descriptivn given of the system of accounts in this Presidency in the

Board's letter to Governmeat, dated 11th January 1865, it will be
accounts in this Presidency bss occupied particular attention for years past, The old cumbrous

seen that the subject of .

has been completely re-modelled, and every improvement which will con-

to the removal of the state of thinge |
has been from time to time introduced.

considered forms and ruled prescribed for the _preparstion of all sccounts

v+ is that the Account Department has been placed in an efficient sad

; dition. The subjec
spared to introduce

¢ still continues to engegoe

such further improvements 88 may be found pecessary.

atched, and such alight alter-
result of this continued labor

satislactory working cone .

particulsr ltunliop,f.s'n.d ne exertions will be .

A Maoual for the |

Huzur accounts is being prepared in which the several orders. will be brought together, and :
dﬁir observance will be more strictly enforced. - -,., A : |

e 9. In consequenoce of these alterationssnd

tunity was taken in

*  C.Pelly tostrengthen the Engiish Account Departm

- it to wmeet fully the

promptitude. Formerly the returns submitted to bigher
~ pared by the English Accouutants direct from the original vernaculsr
" ally transcribed from other acooun
this practice was discontinued, and as the preparation o

the original vernacular documents bas devolved oo the
tion bas been improved both in respec

the recent re-organization o

requirements of the new system, and to reader

improvements in the system of acoounts, oppore
fthe Revenue Establishments by the Honorable
ent and increass its salaries, s0 ssto ensble -
the accounts with sufficient

authorities were not generally pre- -

!

aoccounts, but were usu-

ts prepared by the Vernacular Account Department, but &
f all the English socounts direct from
Englisb Account Depariment, its posi-
{ to the number of hands and the amount of the salaries,

- and & considerable reduction bas been made in the strength of the Vernacular Acoount Depart-
ment. These eatablishments bave been found to work well, sad the

pre

¢ yided in the new acheme of Establishm
. . ond csnnot be further reduced under any circumatances. , . ", . .

Board sre not, therefore, *

pared to recommend say changes. . The number of Husur Vernacular Accountants pro-,
ent is limited to the actual requirements of the service, .-

= . ‘ ‘L.

10. As the Board understand that the Resolution of the Govornme;t of India has been

Lo .t ®lsMeyl0es,’

"* District, any of the

be now kept in vers
and the Treasury: Deputy

" - ipstructions issued by the Boar
sce that sll the sccounts sre pre

- : "h'eir guidn“' oyt , : ety T = J . - h T e "' el B . g [ 1
; - - « o v dA true Ex I . T
D N . oA trus Rstracty* . ! 8 ] 4
- Ao e oAty T .o a. du * 4 &A,' -
. P . . N " .. . - ] -
. -y < .- ca A 8 e R an o ‘
' . PR . U . Acting Secrolarpp ¥ . >--
y " To W. Hudlestoo, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government, g oo e 5 ea [. A
. Copj to All Collectors. . v - - P R L ' “ " 4. ‘,. -1
" ..s, toF. Lushingtoo, Esq., Accountant General. - ' T " ¥ - g 't 1 A
.~ 5 o [ I REEE] ) '. “ . :. . L "e':' : ) .‘* !'.'l' . 1
o T e e . " o wwb b s
ol HNTe- .~ - AR A . s
ghte = - M S
Exd J. Wrights =" \ ; A S et}
& - - « o Tp ol T ; 2 . *
- 8 3 < P S Y ]
PN ¢z © e - -2 -? “on a%” a - @ . » N
. . J -
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] . - .
rd * .
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4. . - circulated® to the Collectors by the Account-
e e v«  ant Gesersl, they: resclve that the foregoing
Proceedings be communicated to all Collectors, as well as to the Accountant Geperal. 1f in sny -

PR

Returns specified in the Jist attached. to the Accouataut General's Circular

acular in the Husur Catcherry, the practice shoul

pared in 'Bnglinh wso:ding to method

d at.once be discontinsed, i

_Collectors .ohogld be desired .to pay perticular oltention ‘to the ¢
d from tima.to time Jur che pmptmt.iou"/'- 22 . awaote, < to |

al (..y“‘ e bed for ¢
- .‘
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