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, Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
/ . 10th June 1865,

OV T2 et

< . No. 21¢.  Read the follo-'ing Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th May 1864,
\ - No. 2,938 :—
[

.
-

Read a}ain Board's Prﬁ:eodings, dated zld&N olvenbor 1833, No. 7,426, snd $th January 1864 . .
. o. 13, . -

QGovernment Order on last Proceedings, dated 20.h January 18G4, No. 120, Revenue Department,
' : Read also the following letters :—

From the Collector of Nellore, dated 18:h Janusry 1864, No. 12.

oL Ihare the hnanr to request I may be favored with orders as to the course to be pursued
it respect to the lands [ have alre«dy assessed under the anicut, should the Guvernment agres
with the Board in the views expressed ia their Proceedings of the 4th, No, 13. '

. 2. Gencrally speaking tte lunds st & distancs from s tapk sre lizhtly sssessed, and as it is
. there that extension of irrigation frum the anicut is chiefly 10 be looked for, it in probable the

. . changes to be mado, if any, wou'd be considerable, and it would therefure be desirable they sbould T
: be made at the Jamabandi to commence in the end of February. : '

3. The Board have mitsken my views in respect to the Néllore tank. As giveo in the
Order of Government in the Public Works Department, I consider it s part of the anicut scheme
chicfly with reference to the precsrious natare of the supply from the Penuair, and 1he necessity
of having such a reservoir to fall back wpon, - . o

. . ——

From the same Officer, dated 5th April 1864, No. 82,

Rad? T 4

1. Uuoder date the 20ih January ® and 3rd February, the Government desire to be informed,
. : firrt, on what data my cslculstions of the value

© Revease Department, Koo 120and 1934, of water sre based ; second, whether 1he imposi-
. . - . tion of s sepsrate water-cess is practicable;
v third, s recards InSms, on what dats a water-oess of Rupees 8 is recommended io their respect
! . . for this District ; and these several questions, received with the Board's Proceedings of the 23rd
_ January snd Gih February, Nos. 472-and 833 respectively, 1 now do myself the bonor to reply

o to serintim, . g

2. Ia this District, the ususl calcalation is 2§ Putis® per goru, or in round numbers 13
L , ~ ' cwt. per acre. Inquiries made during the Jama-
i ® Paddy or ries {a the husk. . _ bandi just closed have confirmed what I have
. . always unders:ood to be the common cpinion -
" on this important point ; end taking therefore 2} Putis as the accepted average yield per goru of 3
and a fraction acres, we have Rupees 32 as the gross value of the produce per acre at present
prices, or, in other words, the value of water supplied for irrigation as exhibited by the crop.

3. That the imposition of a separate water-cess is practicable, I think no one will deny.
That it is advieable is another matter ; and I have hitherto been one of those who fesred such a
eourse must be prejudicial to the public intreests. Now, however, I am of the opposite opinion.
Further experience has shewn me that, with water, distinctive rates are a mistake, and I beg to
give it As my opibinn, in reply to the orders under ackoo wledgment, that separato water-cess
is practicable, and is also desiiable. . ° . .

. . 4.. Asregards the deta on which Ruapees 3 is recommended for this Districtas a fltting

:  water-cess on the additional srea irrigated in Infms I bave the honor to state, that, with the

y . - average yield stated in paragraph £, if prices fell 50 per cent., the In&mdars could not in my

7 - opinion complaia of baving to pay eithor 3 or 4 Rupees for the supply of water, which gave
. " such crop, . .

. . .
¢ ’ . - * cwee—

1. Mr. Dykes reported in his lettors relating to the results obtained fram the Pennair Anj-
cut woi ks, that finding land newly brought under tue influence of irrigation from these works was
. eazerly taken up at s contolidated Nunjah assessment of Rupees 6 per acre, be made this rste
"e;ﬂl"’ applicable in the case of Duikhasts for such lands, snd refused to give for cultivation -
- Dry land newly brought under irrigation at the rate appropriate to it as Nunjsh under the ordinsry
rule when thut rate was less than Bupees 4§. - :

2. The Doard on this observed that Mr. Dykes was not suthorized to set sside the esta-
_ * blished rule in this manner, and that bis minimum would probably be found too high in the -
P S general ravision of the aasessment, remarking at the same time that in the Godsvery Delta under
. ' the revised Settlement, there is irrigated land which pays only Rupees 8-4-0 per acre.
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Pennair snicut should be assessed at s aniform, rate while a portion contiaues charged with the ) !

- old proportional rates. The Board think it inadvisable to tax land belonging to the same ares, '_{
and the same sources of irrigation, on two totally different principles. Such a oourse vs_uld oot ‘m
they think be fair to those who wish to taske up the new land, which, if it be of an’ioferior <

L

proportional rate than the lands slready under cultivation. .

5. Mr Dykes states (paragraph 10) that bis remarks had sole reference to the land newly
taken, and bad nothing to do with the worst land under cultivation. The Board observe that
the land newly taken ub must doubtless include lands of varying fertility ; for Mr. Dykes referred
to what might be the aversge quality of such lands. The Board bad in view the general

question ; but their remark is equally applicable
one uniform quality. -

6. The Board did not propose to ﬂl"
taay find it his interest to take up (paragragh$®. Thdy merely pointed out that the incidence
of a single uniform rate on the land cannot § -.‘irly determined except by estima

of such & rate on the least productive lan ., o,
4 ”~ .
7! _Ths Board do not perceive the fog

tax on irfigated land is not mere profit on
proportional share equally in wet land ss

to if they are not all of

to the lands now referred

ssment with reference to the worst land a Rjot
ting the effect
of Mr, Dykes's illustration in psragraph 13. The

outlay of sapital. The Government bavea rightto a "
i® dry. The main' object of a settlement under the :

old system was 50 to lay the tax on the land that the best and the worst land should each be
assessod in equal _proportioa to its natural valus. A single usiform rate on wet laad distribates -
the burden among the tax payers on a different princip'fe ; butstill, whether this kind of tax be
beavy or light, must depend on the proportion which i¢"bears to the produce of thp least produce

tive land that the demand for sgricultural produce may bring under cnllin_ﬁon. 3

. 8. Witk regard to paragraph 11 of Mr. Dykes’s’ letter, the Board need only poiat out that
in asseasing new land on the plan referred to, the assessment ought to be made, in the case
of 'wel'lnnda,.'in sccordance with the rates charged of lands similar in quality and P“’e"."" ]
corresponding advantages of irrigation with the land to be assessed. It is ot at allin keepiog i

with the plfd referred to to take as s guide the rates fized o lands whiob, owing to their distancy

from the tack or other source of irrigation, bave in consequence been assessed

at comparatively low
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Reoenue Department,

10¢h June 1865.

but when I came to have more experience and eximine mor®
general accounts, I fuund theso Iarge sums had little real boring on the weneral revenue, 1 found
trom four to six upees consolidated asscssment made up the bulk of our revenues on the irci-
nted arca ; and | cawme to the conclusion that the exceptionally high rates that somz lands bear
might be sb.ndonod without any sensible effcet on the gross amoudt of our public revenues, sud
thercfore without prejudice in this respeet to the public interests.
8. I further,asl gathered expcrience, observed how entirely rico is & marter of capital 3
how high rated Jands can be worked out almost befure the map is lithouraphed ; hiow sand, if
properly treated, cun put two tons of paildy on the threshing flvor with the sid of wa er; wnd
with theso facts belfore my ey=8, I came gradually to tho second conclusion, viz., that distinctive
rates a3 to the land are » mistako. \Vhilst in arriving st this latter coanclusion, 1 was also
jnfluenc:d by ob:o-ving that generally those who got the lower rates had most capital, snd tborse

who entered the villige to muke their way were those who bad the highest rates imposed on

ry footing than in this District, distinctions
sthat must invariably
servants ; thatso
sud is tnerefore

will be luss to the public revenucs ;

9. When the rates, &0, are on 8 moro satisfacto
can of course bo made with less domgzer ; but anywhere they are temptation
work to the injury of our accounts, and prove a test to the morality of our pub.ic

{ar o3 my experience goes, the safcty of the public revcuues does not require,

* mischiovous.”
10. And having thus arrived at the conslusions, firs?, that s uniform waer-rats wou'd nont

bs prejudicial to the publicinterests, 5. e., would bs * practicable ;" and secoadly, that distinetive
rates are not required, sre no I beg tebrinz to the Board'a notice 3

xious, and therelore s mistake, ’
first, that thess remarks had solely reierenco to t thing to do

he land new!y taken up, and had no
with * the warst land under cultivation 7
® Doard's Proccedings, 14tb May, No. 3,938, paragraph T second, that to take the axscasment vl the
adjacent lands ss & guide forthe new irrigation

would be to dimiuish tho rcturns on the anicat considerably ; because these assessments had beea
. ixed where the old supp'y was most defec ive §

Lettas of 18th Japuary, No- 13, peragreph 3. and thizd, that with the lsrge nrcas involved in

an extension of snicut irrization to continue

rsued with propriety in an ex‘ension under the same works is to expose our

lishment to & test 1 do not thiak they are equal to.

r a chaunel has beon improved oand irrization extended, provious assess-
can have ; but when & mew source of irrigation is opened, it secod
crigation are no longee applicable. Tne lund 10 be assessec may
u abundant supoly, and vet the land next it, the assessraent of
and probahly is furthest from the tank or other old
uder wholly differcnt eunditions. :
* land 8 Ryot may finditto
ous of whether an anicut

tho system Ppu
Revenue Estab

1. Whens tank o
ments are the best guides we ca!
to e the @sadations of the old 1
be just under tbe channel with 8
whicb is to be taken ss @ guds,
work, and therefore irrigated snd

12.  Again, to fi the assessmen
his in-orost to take up wouid be to intro

will pay that, bas sot been recognized as y ‘ .
13. If the public capital were to be expenled in imoorting guano it would not, [ presume,

be so'd with reference to the natute of the land to bo applizd to; butatbo much a tun all round.
11. And believing myself, for the reason aforostated, that the same aystem of no distioctive
tes cn.n with safoty be applied to our Iudian soicuts, I would beg the Buard tu remember thot
:: 41 Rupees has with propriety been imnposed on some lands in tho Godavery as a consolidatorl
o8 on the other

. haod Rupees 8 is imposed as a water-rate on Inams ; and 4 Rupces
;,”“;men:i;ed in Kurnool es the water-rato all round in addition to the land nseeasment ; snd
‘|:;, ,::: it is, 1 presume, possible @8y be continued down the Company’s irrigtion into this

{ ] .

D.strict. ) —
letter above recorded be submitted te Government in coatinuation of

4th May 1861, No. 2,838
¢d do not see that they putany wrong constructivn on Mr.
explanation siill shews that his calcu'ativns s to the

value of warer were based on the gross produc-

may be
assossed ©
t with reference to the “ worst
duce a feature into the calculati
et as far a3 | am aware,

1. Ordered that the
Board’s Proccedings, dated 1

2. Asto parazraph 2, the Bos
evious lettec. His further

Dykes' Pf
vide pns"!':;"‘h'," ‘;"l“"""' to Goverament, dated T8 gy Jue of irsigated Lund.
Deos . No- . . .
mber phs 6 tv 9, the Boird ubserve thst various degress of fertility are
lands or dry the rule has been to

. : d to para
3, With ng'.grncd rnndg:‘tnd that in @

%o be found in ir¥! ; y
the naturnl quality of the sail. .
reguleto the gssessmont by th Q % vasess tho land st s higher p-oportional rato ; fue

: (G overninent do ) P h
an outley of cavt.:i\\t‘::‘:‘ ': imporing & tax €8 tne eapitul 80 employed. The excoptionally hi:b
1ands -that bave beea erroncously asscsscd ol tuter

ssessing either wet
If wet land should be improved by

1\ bee
:2?:.12“:1;@ )?r. Dykes refers belong to
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No, 3,632

[ 4
Submitting with remarks letter from the
Collector of Nellore replying to Board's re-
marks on the subject of the proposals of assess-
ing the lands newly taken up in the Pennair
Delta under the Anicut.
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