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Praceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depar{a?zent,
o 8th June 13865. .
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Te [ Read the following :—

¢ No. 137. TFrom His Exceilency the Governor of the French Settlements in India, to Ilis Excel-
leney the Right Honorable the Governor of the Presidency of Fort Saint Gedrge, dated
Pondichery; 23rd May 1865, No. 12. ) -

' ) ’ . .
. 1. Ihave the honor to subait to your Exccilency a Memorial which the Chamber of Commerce

of Pondichery has presented to me, with the view of obtaining a favorable and sound application of

e ‘the Interngtional Convention of 1819, according to which articles prod’uccd on Dritish Territory and
introduced into the French Settlements, for the conswmption of the people, ought to enter thérein

freo of all duties. I entirely support the conclusions of the Chamber, which ave in the interests of,

.my subjects, and which do not besides stretch the application of the principle admitted between the

.-t two nations, on account of the smalluess of the resources which the French Settlements offer for the

subsistence of their population. It is better to grant them loyal and friendly facilities in such

. matters than to put them to the temptation of smuggling from necessity.

2. Nothing is casicr than to levy on exportation the duties accruing to the Dritish Government -

' on articles not consumed on the spot. A note is taken of the cargo laden on all ships in our roads,
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« and the duty will be levied with the same loyalty as at present prevails at the Settlement for grain \

exported. .

3. I beg that your Exccllency will be good enough to give a friendly reception to this appli-
o b " cation. I solicit a similar favor, if if is possible, for that portion of the Memorial relative to thge
) " payment of duty in case of exportation, by sea from a Dritish port to a I‘Trcnch poré. Tho
e principle hero would still Le the consumption in our Scttlements.

. From the Chamber of Commerce, Pondichery, to Monsicur Bontemps, Governor of the French
° Settlements in India, dated 18th May 1865, No. 52.

.o : 1. Under a special compact, concluded between the Adininistration of Pondichery and that

. of the Presidency of Fort Saint George, in 1819, all articles of consumption coming out of the

. territories formerly gubject to the Dritish Fast Indis Company and intended for one of the French
Settlements in the Peninsula, ought to be admitted therein free of all duty for the profit of the

British power.

2. This comp‘act, which was carried out in all its integrity up to 1844, has been, commencing

° from that period, the subject, on the part of the Dritish Government of India, of many successive

* pesumptions, brought on by the necessity of laying duties on articl.cs of cons‘umption entering into

- the export commerce of our Settlements, At cach of .these resumptl?ns, the French Administration
has invariably claimed, as you have done in the last 1.nstfmce, Monsieur Je Gouverncur, the obser-
vanco of the stipulations agreed upon in a mutually binding deed, and thcrcfo.re one not capable of
being modified without the concurrence of both parties. Dut these reclamations have not al\v:}ys

" been fully successful, and the compact of 1819 was almost always departed from on cach occasion

' gwith aggravation to our peoplo.

for the benefit of the Dritish Treasury, the expost duty fixed by the Dritish Administration for the'ir
r Ty territorics, on all rice and alimentary grains exported from r re.nch pOl'tS{, even on those producedin ‘
" our Scitlements, in order to cnsure that these groins should cont.mue to enter our ngttlemcnts, free of
duty. It was thus also that in 1858, oil secds, co.ﬁ’ee, rum, c‘nls, and sugar, .wlnch were from tke
beginning till then included in the exemption otained forarticlesof consu}npt1on, cafn.e to be pa.,ss.ed
out of Dritish territory deprived of this exemption, from the attempt which the Dritish Adminis-
tration made, at that time, to apply to the passage by land into our Scttlements all the duties
v " without distinction established fur exportation frow Dritish ports, which would be a clear and plain
| annulment of the compact of 1819. Tiwas thus\at last that, recently, as theresult of a new attempt
" of tho samo Dature, and despite the repeated recoguition of this compact, ﬁrewood and charcoal aro .
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3. Tt was thus that in 1845 the French Administration was obliged to ‘consent to collect,” . -
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open, ag Previously oi] sceds, sugar, &e., were suljecte
to a duty, which, to the 0
of all propdtion to the v,

4o The Chamber of Commerce cannot avoid séoing i
of India and ip the important restrie

d, on their introduction into our terfitory,
mjury of heing contrary to the existing stipulations, adds that of being out
alue of the commoditics tayed ’

tionson the stipulations of 1819, which are successive departurts

of that time, with tho view of obtaining the ®xcmption
consumed within the limitg of our Scttlernents, by transferring, asis the practice
and alimentary grains, the collection of the duty from the land frontier to the

1

5. Under all e circumstances the Chamber considers that the tax which is levied on fire-
wood and chareog] cannot be justified by any right. It does not doubt, Monsicur le Gouverneur,
.that your solicitude for the interests of ihe country, would make you
perceives, the urgent necessity to recall tho attention of the British autho
1819, on thig point, and to claim of them, and to chtain the respeet of theip

6. Firewood and charcoal are botl, incontestibly articles of consumption. The first pags on
itsentering into French territory a duty of gix Annas, or 90 ceutimes per bandy load, of 3 value vary-
ing from one Rupee and cight Annas to three Rupees (3 francs 73 centimes to 7 francs 50 centimes),
that is to say, g duty varying between 23 and 12} wer cent. ad valorem. The §ame proportion, op
nearly so, between the duty levied and the valuatioa taxod existg in respect of chareogl, As neither

. of these commodities is an article of commerce in our Sclilements, the Chamber does not foresee
what can prevent the Dritish Administration in reverting, as far ag concerns thege articles, to the
observance of {he synallagmatic stipulations, which ought never to bo modified withoyg the previoug
cxpress conscnt of both parties who are bouad by them. -

ritics to the compact of
loyalty,

7. eBesides the modifications In these stipulationg made since 1838, with res
sugar, &c., relative to which the Clamber has done itself (he honor of
more important it may be in point of view of the tousumption in
introduced about the same time by mcans of 3 simple change which th
in the mode of levying the duty at their portg,

pect to coffee,
addressmg you, therg ig one,
our Sottlcmcnts, which hag been

e British Administration cffected

8. Commencing from 1838, or 1839, merchandizo shipped at Brig
intended for any other point of India, which up to that time had 1
whether the port of destination was British or Frerch, have been subj
rule, according to the nationality of the port.
the port of destination is British, the export duty i3 as Lefore
is thus exempted, pays duty as before at a later date, and only on g

“eny other place than one of the points in the territory forme
on the contrary the port of destination is F rench, the ¢ uty i
tion, and the re-exportation, if there is one, is excmpted fy

rly suhjcqt to the Indjy Com
3 levied o

out it only o1 proof of previoug Payment

/

of duty. -

9. This mode of operating has, as a consequence, the ex:lction of the duty
‘stipulations referred to above by the Chamber, upoy 41 commodity :

lthS b!‘oufrht ﬁ'om
) Cae e e an
ports of India, which are consumed within the linitg of our § )y

contrary to the
N, ¥ of the Britiuh
‘ | ’ : estlements ¢ it i oxpl. i

being legally justified, as regards goods which do Dot pay duty for the benefit of f::) JB]"niii"hmshfmt
on being re-exported from our Settlements ; but tlepg ;, B0 reasin for g, Imposition, w] nit i
extended to commodities, such as rice and other alimentay ' ich gre exc t" . ;n 't;”
'ject to export duty, for the bencﬁfr.pf the British G overnment gp ki Tom Frcsz"'nmtsy ““I ,
.this last case, not only is all fraud, impossible, but there oxists, » n the "ntz;c‘f:: O.f tlz
, ., . i i i ?, f F h ' ‘ : ]
Brsh, Treasury an asimilaton of French ports 1, 1 < onalt tolo logiaty

esideg
itish vorts,
gy e L4, -

perceive, as the Chamber ® -
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- Proceedings of the Madras Gocernment, Revenue Departmt;‘nt, . e
. 8th June 1863. . - o

10. n levying, then, export daty, recently raised to franes 0. 90 ecentimeg per 75 kilogram-
mes, on all alimentary grains carried out of any of the British ports in India and brou:ght.mf our
Sett,lements the British Administration, without eirhier plausible grounds or excuse, infringed at
the time i— ; ) . -
» Upon the principle admitted by the compacé of 1819, "and which exoncrated from all duty .
K toles i i 1 consumption of our Scttlements. .
* » articles intended for the interna P ‘l ‘ . . .
e Upon the assimilation adopted as a consequerice of this principle and in the _lnt‘erests of
the DBritish Treasury, between the French and Britig‘h ports of India, for sonixe of the principal com-  +
iti ing into this consumption, X N . .
mOdltle;bcn;?;;? however, be just as convenient! for the British Government in reverting to o
s ’ ’ - - . .
legality in both these matters, that their general lcsglslatmn should foresee and author.lze the assi- .
ui?latioyn of foreign ports in India with British ports, according to the commercial relations subsist-
ing between the different places in the Peninsula.
(-]

vy

11. The Chamberof Commerce, Monsicur le (Fouverneur, is persuaded that it will be suficient .

for it to demonstrate the injury caused to our scttllcu.lcnts, by th.o circumstances which they l.lffve
or ht to your notice, and that your solicitude will (claxm and obtain from the loyalty of the British
Zl:;]egxr'nmeni the observance of the regulations .dram'i qu auq accepte}d b)l?'them fifty y ?3r5_‘1$°~d .
12. 'The non-obscrvance of these regulations, j0 w.hat aﬂ:ccts t ' alimentary graing introduce
into our Settlements, deprives our natives of an 1mm1fmty whx.ch the two Govcrnmcnt's have
» by sea In d to them ; it presents a scrious obstacle t0 these importations on a large scale ; it thus
.‘guarﬁjﬂtee‘ times o} scarcity of provisions, a vexatious influcnce on our supplics, in that it is for "
CXOIZCISCS’ :n f all, to import by sea, in order to diminish by so much the drain upon the surround-
_th(.’ m?ere‘s to it ’ roduces thus some results adverse even to the better appreciated interests of the
mg. pxstrlc "t 'cspwhich border upon us, and which, participating, to a certain extent, in the causcs
‘ B“tls}.l tcr;l or;arcity of provisions amongst us is the result, are bonefited, when these times of
* of w!;lch the ,Sb our drawing our supplies clsewher than from them., , . .
scarcity oceur, }y ber of Commerce is not aware of any objection or reason for the British Govern~
13. The (.j):“tlo the existing conditions, by whizh there is not the slightest risk of fraud. The
ment not {-cvcrtm‘a ‘lich a fraud can be perpetratcd, would be that of a ship ' loading at a British
. only case In fact in :e of tho French ports in the 1eninsula, and carrying her cargo to another -
port in India, f'or (;e must have been forescen in regard to ships departing for British ports ; the
place. :3;;:‘1:1;231 ded for it, and its provisions will as a matter of course apply to cargoes shipped
law mug

- for our Scttlements. (True Translation.)

(Signed) J. W. LYOXNS,

Frenck Tronslator. ~
Tever Department. .
Transferred to the Revenue » p(Signed) F. BRANDT, .
65 dcting Under Secretary. .
2nd June 1865. — - )
138 OrpER THEREON, 8th June 1863, No. 1,233. : ‘
NOt * ' .L. .
Separate Revenue, No, 12. Forwarded to the Doard of Revenue for full report.
. Customs. .
* T (True Ext ‘act.)

(Signed) W. MUDLESTON,

dcting Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.

Exd. S. T. Augustin.
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