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*among the peop
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depa;-tmn[
ik June 1865. . .

T .

'No. 133. ° Read the following letter from H. A. BRETT, Es;q Late Collect
3] ctor

of Salem, to the IHonorable A J. A \ i
Govornm:mt, dated Madras, 13thJ uneIfgfgiTEN Ol,~ Chief Secretary, to

1. Ihave thehonor to ackﬁowledge the recei ' :

£ t of the Ord .
Cdf%nf June 186, No. 805, remarking that the courseeW'lEcirIOfoggovelnment'
tor of Salem, in making over to my Sheristadar certainland in th , as Collec-
was ¢ clearly irregular.” ~ e town of Salem,

9. TheGovernment observe (1) that it 1 : :

. ‘ is not usual to t o

town like Salem a8 Gramanatum ; and (?) that Gramanatumrealgzﬁyg:' Iilr‘lltg;elgrfge
: or

_ the Ryots ofthe village in which it is situated, and not for strangers

3. The Government will, I hope, permit me to submit a further exlilanation on

these two points. -
. 4. Asto the first, I wish to point out that the rules laid down in Government
n

Proceedings, dated 5th August 1859, R. D, cxpressly recognise (paragraph 4, Cl
) ] ause

third) Gramanatum 25 existing in towns
! and «
which the rlllle: Gfor the sale of the fee éimpleexv%ﬁg nﬁm;%?;uttuﬁ”- as land to
¢ o }at ratmana}tum was thus excluded as land in whic the (}}S gcnerally
possessed no 10 crest or right that they could convey awz such land b rovernment
he Survey Accounts as * Lakkeraj,” or fz;ud exempt fregggta}tllready
(¢] pajr.
land made over to the :
. . . C .
te the general practice, claiming any-kin dI()) fogi%uﬂ:li:rgg;rf&aeﬁ iltever, according
5. With rlegard also to Salem, considered as a la,ré'é t;)‘lIVIi Ib :
that Salem 1'0311)’ iionSlftS ?l_fi‘ a number of distinct villages ‘eac’h viﬁg:o {ixpl'am
is ree ';u;)r?arrll 1 'fltlm(étwe name, and that the Si’te oacupiedot? ealﬁng‘
s regl n the Survey Accounts as appropriated land YT??:r ?t
. . e 18

these villages:1s TGS}
therefore no distinction between the villages which help to make up ‘“thet
e townsof

N 2 3 . .
Salom” and the smallest agricultural village in the District, as to the rights which
. ynicn | -

y o the people enjoy in tl G : :
tion, but further spcurgd’to the péo}{)le bylieﬁ;‘; nyla?si%’;l’éghts lzased on prescrip-
amblo to Regulation XXIX. of 1802). °© , \ flum s Office (vide Pre-

6. In large towns, like Salem, a part of the town ‘n{ay stand on land which 1
is

o
not included in the ¢ Gramanatum.” ~For1 .
: For instance, houses suitable for the Euro-

Hean inhabitan
would apply 10 S other class of land in a town, provided such land did not bel
: ong

toa pcrmunently scttled estate ; (all the land in Salem that i

o . v . t . .

included In @ scttled OSt&tG? but, stlﬂ, in every town, Wh;at';evl:r 112: Sg;aftr{angum is

natum properly so called (land registered as such)is never treated as land {)eelorl;?r]‘na-
' : s , ging

to the G overnment.

“w. 1 farther beg to explain (as to the seco i i .
District forany singlo class of p(ersons to hav:,dogotgtglt:ia;llt elmixrta?:c‘lls;l' ol - the Salefn -
the Gramanatum. In the smaller villages the larger numb’or- of the 11111:’:] .ltn'ﬁerest in
naturally belong to the ryot class, but even in such cascs all other class " {:Iits must
to dhe community occup}(’1 t{;e vhillafge' site in- common with the ﬁrsgbr(i;mg (fnc%;;g :
age is proved by the fact that ; : s.
village land in the District is%:o-ext‘cnsive,ac;rtllllgb.?ll;roig :wi%llls ttfcf (xlvf I;am?nﬁmm o
native popuhtlon, f(zr l-f persons belonging to the native, classes haventls (')~ td e Wl.lole
on any other description. of land, it is an exceptional case and is ¢ leltl* wellings
ordinary *d o In the so-called town of Salem, the POplhatim; al“(?n'lm:y %O fhe
many classcs whose occupation is not agricultural, as persons em ;11} S, l(Illq uded

Sﬂ numerous classin Salen:), Brahmins, Artizans, as {Voe)a(éer:ngge

s, &e.,

yubhe gorviee
Mcrchants, andso on, classes which in some ins 15t

. stances occupy disti 1 Y
{Lio Gramanatum as specially appropriated to their exclusivelgse inet portions of

ts are never built on the Gramanatum. The rules passed in 1859

~
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*to occupy a portion of the village site as any other person whose occupatior?in life c .

if I was at liberty to view the land as

[
———
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'Prpcc’edz:ngs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, "
A ) Tth June 1863,

. . ) '
0 [ ,

8. Hence, in the present case, I did not view the Sheristadar as % a stranger,” , ' }

to whom I could not give the land without doing an injury to some person or per-
sons who had a preferential right in the village land. 'The Sheristadar came to " ,
reside permancntly in Salem when, in 1860, the Collector’s head quarters weto® ‘ [
transferred from Oosoor to Salem, and from this point of view had as good a claim

required him to reside in the place. Nor could I seli a portion to the Sheristadary

“ Gramanatum.” The practice is to consider ‘
such land as common till it is actually occupicd.

9. I therefore trust that the case ‘as now put before them will satisfy the , .
Government that the course which I took was not irregular. I believe, for the rea- - 1.
sons stated, that the land in question ought to be recognized as ¢ Gramanatum ;" * B '
that the Sheristadar was ' not discntitled as a stranger to occupy such land; that
Government do not posscss any right or interest in the land as land not comprised o
in the ¢ Gramanatum ;”* and lastly, that the Government could not properly claim A
a right to scll the land on the ground that it is occupted by Judicial buildings, a

point on which my former explanation was, I may infer, considered sufficient.

7
v - Lecel 207 Lo AR
No. 134, OmpER TrEREON, Tth June 1865, No. 1,231. | . / A :
Miscellaneous. Ordered to be recorded. . . | 4 W{‘//’ CZ
(TfueExtract.) : . : 3! ) / :
, (Signed) J. GROSE, . t, ‘ j’_’ [ Zertl /fﬂ
Acting Under Secretary to Governnent. - / . . ¢
. * /
E . 4

Ta II. A. Brett, Esq. ; . . )
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