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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Ilevenue Department,
- 30¢% May 1865.

P

.No. 525. - Read the following Proceedir&gs 02f t}ie Board of Revenue, dated 10th May 1865,
O, ,36 o \

Read again letter from the Collector of Kurnool, dated 11th February 1865, No. 21, recorded
in the Board’s Proceedings, dated 10th March 1865, No. 1,383.

Read also the following letter fiom J. L. MINCHIN, ksq., Collector of Karnool, to R. A.

DALYELL, Esq., Acting Secretary t0 the Board of Revenus, dated Yerrachelmab,

12th April 1363, No.5l. e
SiR,

. . o o _ - 1. I have the honor to reply to the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 10th March
o e T - ' - S e S o i 1863, No. 1,383, calling for further jnformation on vaiious points connected with my proposals
e e S . . STl , o e : o T T {or the grant of remission of the assassment, and water rate in case of failure of the crop on land
e T L L Do T T L . I irrigated by the Company’s Canal, :

o o SO e el T o . PR : I A 2. Iam directed, in the first instances to report more definitely regarding the usage of the
I NS e C - - . » - o L ’ District, prec\uding the grant of remissions for short prqduce. No Huk.nnnaméh has been drawn
TN BN S , e e ) T ’ up for this District, and there is consequently no definite local rule on the subject. But for the
T W R e - P R AR , last ten years, Sookty remission has never been gr_antefi except in cases of total failure of the
TN Vo e N o Lo U ) crop. 1 found such to be the practice O my am_val ia the District, and as the same rule had
e e e L R A o : ” - . - N been enforced in the Districts in which I had previously served, I may have too hastily arrived

Ui o T el e e SRR S - . G L] et the conclusion that such was the general practice 1n the Piesidency.

. R L e o - . L . - SLoL- e 3. There is no doubt that in former years Sookty remissions were granted in Kurnool, for

B _ L RS S o . o : R a partial failure of the crop, if the loss was estimated t0 exceed fifty per cent.

L - e, A - AR e o -l P ' 4. Xurnool.was then an agency: the assessment Was in some parts extraordinarily heavy,
et e e - C . T R ST E and Temissions were often necessarily granted " at the d'lsprehion of the agent. They were not
G e EET O R e C e A B ST ; granted on broad genersal pri'nciples_, but on detailed individual inquiry, and were dependant not

P T R . ; . ) \ L o ! - only on the state of the parua_lly withered crop on account of which remission was sought, but
L R . ST T R - SN ‘o - chiefly on the circumstances of the Ryot, the extent of Inam land cultivated by him, the state of

. T e T . LT T R ' his other crops,and generally his ability to pay.
foeee e D S - P SR 5. For the last ten years the inciease of price has raised the position of the agricultura 1
- L S LT T RPN L e P class, they are pow generally most thriving, have ceased to expect remissions under casual dis-
‘ LE TR L ] T e e S C h~‘ . asters, and none bave peen granted under the head of Sookty except for a total failure of the
e T R RSP : s : A S s ‘ 6. The extent of irrigated land in the District is very small, it is all dependant on tanks,
T, s . o R - e St , iy - and the supply of water for the yedr being known, the area of cultivation is limited accordingly,
o ’ ; and if due caution be obseived, very few cases of withered crop should arise. ' .

o L - 7. When eatended irrigation takes_ place uander the canal, an entirely new state of things
. SR e T U, - PR I N . will be introduced. A breach in the anicut, or some other accident which nd foresight can
B A L e S . L AR . . L o - .l - gua.rd ag&insl‘, or predict, might occur not only {1‘3 a time W.hen a total loss of the crops would
- ; - : s e - - : Lo e T bub also wheo the result, though less disastrous, might bea serious deterioration of the

clisue, . .
crop, which the loss of the last flooding wight reduce below twenty per cent. of an average out-

taro. -
8. There is no doubt that in such cases some remission should be granted, and the stand-

ing order quoted by the DBoard meet guch cases, and lays down the principles and mode of pro-

cedure to be adopted.
9, Inmy previous letrer I advocat.ed t_he remission of the Government assessment, as well
as the Company’s water rate, whenever it might be necessary to r.emir. the latter, and in paragraph
4, the Bomd request mo 10 state what led me to suppose that it is not the present pbenuon of
Government to giant remission of the land agsessment. I do not thiuk the question has been
ever mooted, and in the si ence 0D the subject, 1 had certam}_y formed the impression that there
- was no intention to grant remission of a_l'dnd assessment, which, previous to the introduction of
ith unfailing regularity- In discussing the mode of remission, the

. . irrigation, had been collected ¥ y
. Company 's Water rate bas been alone alluded to, and it bas never been proposed also to remit the

C e ’ EEEE R T S T .o land assessment.
o - P ' 10. 1 trust that I have puta mistaken construction on the silence maintained on this point,
IR S R Lo o - for, on full consideration, I am ol opiton that when the Company’s water rate is ngcessarily
- - R _ IR A RIS AR LT - ] . " REh e . remitted, the land assessment should also be foregor)e-. Having given over to a Company the
T e IR P ST R P A copstruction of works embracing so vasta gcheme of irrigation in Government land, it appears a
: - : cL . e necessary consequence to accept this sacrifice, and to look- for compensation for a possible dis-
turbance of the revenues to the generally increased prosperity of the people.

11. Ifit has been always the igtention -to ren_lit the land assessment with the water rate
- 2 S - . - ‘ ’ my ploposal, though founde_d on misconception, will have the advantage of obtaining a clea;

T SR P A : T ) S : .. e - _ order for the concession, which has not yet been accorded. e
- S . . “lsm d},nlacgo;da:ntfileevz;t:sit(}li ﬁ:)c?:dosf iggge&:mn, I have referred the guestion of water rate

< "

on * Soud” lands 70 o cfficers of the Company, and beg to forward c.pies
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tively neat the surface; and secondly, t0 the facilixieé which exist, especially ia the north part

of Kurnool District, for carrying off the drainage.
9. The officers of the Company have instructiors t0 observe and report on this subject
bich is one of reat interests
which is ong 1 &7 (True Copies.) )
(Signed) J. 1. MINCILIX,
Collector.

pu———

From F. H. HENSLOWE, Esq, Agent and Manazer, Madras Irrigation and Canal Company,
‘4o J. L MINCHIN, Esq., Collector of Kurnool, dated Madras, 1st Aprl 1865,

No. 2,768,

Siw,

1. 1 have the honor to 9cknowledge receipt of your communication of the 92nd ultimo,
. forwaring for my considerotion Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, on a letter submitied by
yous making proposals for the grant of remission from failure of crops in cerbain cases ol lan

irrigated by the Company’s Canal.

) 9. 'The Proceedings raise several .ue tions, bat i 5 L
reference to Soud lands. resonn B 41 will confine. wyself to that which has

acﬁ(,g‘ of\I‘{:ﬁninI t‘{::itb?grliu%"o:}. i;)l October, h(;xi;mg only recently become acquainted with the
-West Provinces, and having been somewhat alarmed by heari ¢

. -We ! { saring that

11:3 lam% in ghe. Kugnpol Dl;tl‘lct was likely to be subject to the influences of (he)same efflores-

cence, 1 made inquiries, and was s:,ssured that irrigation was the best cuie for such cfilorescence ;

an assurance which 1 confess_did not remove my feeling of uneasin ess '

4. The statement contained in i
. € in your letter is of a much more encouraging cl 3 i
you are correcily joformed, there is a wide difference between Keh and So%do clarscter; for .

o Q

0 5.SoAds§um(;nalth\s tt(: be the case, ar}d th.at you have accurately described the character of
rehod, th ands, 1 can have 1o hesitatich 0 arciving at the same conclusion which you have
reached, that it would be politic both on the part of the Goverament asd th (. you ha
age the Ryots to bring these lands to an arable state by irrigation e Cumpany to encour=

6. But whatever m ini
er my own opinion may be upon the case, I am not in a posi‘ion to expres it

with that degree of authority which woul
L de
come to a final decision upon the question. nable the Board of Revenue, or tne Goverment to

7. Supposing it, however, admi
T, g it, mitted 1
irrigate the Soud lands, it beco;nes necessgrrlya“ bands that the Ryots ought ¢

agement offered.

8. The ar umenf .

e i i P
whole question m X mit them to my Directors w !
q ay be at once considered, and that I may receive instricti:}:sao;e&ge:zgj\:;t“e

. 9, It may be urse f . .

. hand, and if, a’; 1 ga[heff?g,,',heo])““é‘”s that if the existence of Soud ean be detected bifore
claimed by inigation, are m;glv‘" observations, those particulat lands, when cleaved and re-
cecorded to the Company eithelr ‘t)o be cfa supe.rior quality, some remuaneration ouzht to b2

rate upon these Particu\ar,lands exy a ‘small rate in the first instance, or by a special and higher
to speculate now, 1 will place the-l\zrtimsotl{a.as:\:tu p(;)n ; hoso, and other points, it is needless for me

. 1o you for bringing the matter atan early peri:fl i:t(;rz g:edl)}&]a;df:):‘(‘gsggiil:ntender my thonks

to av o be encouraged ta
sree upon the imode and extent of the enco=

, 1. Resolved that th i
) Y e for 1
' His Excelleney the Governori%oél%ngsl?ers be submitte

2, Tt will be observed that th '
el it s at the Deputy Collector on special duty in K z
| Collcct sustain:?i : yda:;n n})ult‘.\ f:;‘v: :;glr)y cer\aé\n ‘Ryots of the Ramac\?er{xa Tt{rg‘zlt: zzl:::)\:nzgtliﬁi
for losa susta) : ence of the icsufficient 8 igatic
pany. ltseems that these persous agreed to take water ;'l&}x)l:y :}sewfrtreir }: %og‘eClrg%:;‘;f;
gat ) 5

WOTLS d\]r.‘n" ‘.he past geason l h y L w s a('_'(:()l(.l“"" but t 'a[’ !to"‘

3 y L t toe

o tha prepﬂ ed and S0 ed t.he la“d i B ’

b!‘“’lg ‘he crop- on ta ‘estz :Dl“pany weTe unab‘e tO Supp1) L] Suhl ‘.e it 1 i j ‘

4 . ’ p nuon OE ‘he ldnd to mat\ll‘ity lho\ "h \ 9 \] e bs the‘ Conl
pa“, S O“iCets f()r the plﬂpuse., ’ ]n ever eﬂ'ol‘t was mﬂd

d for the consideration and orders of

3. TheR i
yots claim com Y
at the recent a pensation for the loss th . . .
nnual settlement, the Collector did no:ydt::l\lf istus‘::::d, butt a({ler mah{\lg inguiry
sary to do more than remit

!
4 . the water rate on thel
3 % . and, on which
gidered thathe we © 1and, ich the crops had enti i :
§ was precluded by the District usagee[f]rt(l)‘;xe)lgrf::lég:rv:x; ;\;:\eis '211;4-? ! h Hetcon-
8 ssion of the rate on

that portion which, i
. in consequence of :
amounting to Acres 6 of a deficien .
.3 €s6-10-0 iciency of water, hac ) .
& under cirgumstances cux\teuzpmgdﬂ\l)a}a remission of the dr.i; Ta:tl: o?xkuca ofnlt{x alpa:*ltml oo
overnment. any o e land was3 not

b

e
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) 4. In his firs letter recorded above, Mr. Minchin expressed 2 decided opinion that the
holders of lands irrigated by the Company's works should be placed in the same position as land-
holders in other parts of the country as regarded remissions, and at the same time brought to
notice a new point for consideration as to the Ryots’ claim for remissions, in connection with cer-

tain lands on which an efflorescence of salt and soda was formed, and which, from the nature of
the soil, required irrigation for one or two years before crops could be expected to grow on them.

5. Bofore submitting the matter to Government, the Board deemed it desirable to have
before them (1) the preciss grounds on which Mr. Minchin considercd himself precluded from
granting any romission fr short crops, though a remission in such cases is, under certain circum-
stances, ganctioned wader the standing orders ; (2) his reasons for supposing that it was not the
intention of Government andor any circumstances to remit the dry rate upon the lands ; and (3)
the views of the officers Lbolonzing to the Lrrigation Company as to the manner in which the
so-called ¢“Soud” lands should be Jealt with. Mr. Minchin's second letter is his reply to the Board's
requisition on these three points; and with it he submits two letters from the Oficers of the Com-

pany upon the subject of the treatment of the Soud’’ lands.

6. 1lis Excellency in Council will perceive that in the papers recorded at the head of these
Proceedings four distinct questions are raised ; .17, the right of Ryots to Compensation for loss
sustained by the failure of the Company to supply water ; (2), the right of such persons to 2
remission both of the water-rate, and of the dry assessment, %hen there is a total failure of the
crops 5 (3), their right to 2 partial remission of these two items of taxation when only a partial
crop 18 obtained, in consequence of a deficiency of water ; (4), the manner in which ¢ Soud’’ lands
are to be dealt with, both as regards the water-rate and the land assessment. _
7. As observed by Mr. Minchin in his first letter, though the amount of revenue involved in
ported is trivial, the questions raised are of a grave and important character. Ile is
t the Ryots have no more Tight to (ompensation from the Irrigation Company than

they would have had from Government, had the works been exe(}uted at Government expense.
In this opinion the Board fully comcur. Throughout the discussion regarding the manner in
which the Irrigation Company’s return for 'gheix.' Saxpcndltm'e should be realised, the Board have
always urged the absolute necessity of maintalning the rule that the Ryot is to deal with the
Government, not with the Company, and if this rule le mamjzuncd, itis clear that the Ryot
mpany’s works is no more entitled to compensation, as distinet

holding lands irrigated by the Co ; ]
from a remission of the assessment, when his crop may fail, then he would be entitled to such

compensation if be held lands under Government works. ) :
8. At the same time, if the Ryot holding land irrigated by the Company, is to deal with
the Government, it is but fair that he should be allowed the same remissions of assessment as the
Ryots in other parts of the country, when from want of water his cultivation fails. The Doard,
therefore, gupport Mr. Minchin’s proposition that a remission both of the land assessment and the
water-rate ghould be granted where either & .total. failure of crop has taken place, or whether, from
the peculiarities of the soil to which Mr. M_mcl_nn refers, it is impossible to raise a crop the first

ear in which the land is brought under irrigation. The Board observe that the present standing
orders do not provide for any case of the latter kind, but looking at the fact that no crop cannob

possibly _be raised, it seems bub reasonable that @ remission shpuld be granted in such gpecial

the case re
of opinion tha

cases.
9. With regard to partial failures, the Board understand from his second letter that Mr-

Minchin agrees with them in considering that a,pl:oportionate remission of the combined assess-
ment should be allowed when, from want of s_uﬁicxent water, only a partial crop is obtained for
in all other Districts it is usual to make this kind of remission on Nunjah lands when the crops
are partially lost from circumstances beyond the Ryots® control.

10. As remarked by Mr. Minchin in paragraph 10 of lLis first letter, the Government, by
remitting ths dry rates, will have to make & partial sacrifice of revenue, inasmuch as the asscssr;xent
on the lands hitherto cultivated with dry crops has been almost invariably collected of late years ;’
but on the other hand, as noticed by Mr. Minchin, it will rarely happen that the Irrigation Com-’
pany will bo unable to supply the full quantity of water required. °

11. If the Doard's view as to the relative positions of the Irrigation Com
be accepted as correct, and the whole tenor of the correspondence wl%ich has re%t?x{l;%gktgs Iggg
on the subject scems to shew that it is s0 accepted by all parties, then the Doard consider itp will’
be quite sufficicnt if the Collcctors of the two Districts to which the Company's works extend .
instructed to treat all Ryots, whether holding lands under irrigation works constructed by %fle
Company, OF constructed by Government, on precisely the same terms as to remissions of T s
ment and water-rate. - . ss10D8 OF 285688~

12. The question between the Company and the Government is a tot isti

at any rate been t_emgora1-11y d1spo§ed 'of by the revised rules for theodﬁltiig;sttilcxto%ngh?\%a}tlas
supplied by the Trrigation Company 1n Kurnool. These rules were approved of as an ex ri tcxi
meagure for one year, in Government Order, dated 5th October 1864, No. 1,830 butptch 1ni3cn ad
think it may be worthy of future consideration Whether Rules VI, XIL., and XIIIeOfO%{IQ
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Board’s original draft, submitted to Government with the Doard's letter dated 7th April 1864,

No. 2,061, may not hereafter be substitated with advantage for Rule VI, of the second draft, if,

as stated by Mr. Minchin in paragraph 15 of his first letter, the Company would probably agree to

that arrangement. It is true that the change would, in the case of a partial remission being

given, put the Government to a loss which, as pointed out in paragraph 2 of the Government

Order noted in the margin, would more equita-

220d Jane 1864, No. 1,084 L bly fall on the Company, but the simple arrange-

ment provided for in original Rule VI, for the

disposal of claims to remission, would save much trouble and inconvenience. The Board would,

therefore, prefer to see original Rule VI., adopted if the Company, on re-consideration, should be

of opinion that the introduction of original Rules XII. and XIIIL,, (which provided that all re-

missions be made in equal proportions out of the Government assessment upon the land, and the
Company’s full charge for water,) would sufficiently guard their interests.

13. The Board have recommended ‘that the Government Officers shall be allowed to remit

to the Ryots in the case of the ¢ Soud’ lands both the water-rate and the land assessment. It

would scem from the letters addressed to Mr. Minchin by the Azent and Manger, and by the Chief

No. 1,383.
ProceepinGs 0F THE Boarp or REVENUE, dated 10:h March 18635.

Read the following letter from J. L. MINCHIN, Esq., Collector of Kurnool, to R. A. DALYELL,

Esq, Acting Sccretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 1ith February 1863, No. 21:~—

1. The subject being of sufficient importance to be submitted for the consideration of the
Board and Goverament, I have the honor to forward eopy of a letter from the Deputy Collector,
B. Gopalaga, cn a claim for compensation for withered crops, brought by certain Ryots against
the Irrigation Company.,

9. At the recent Jummahbuniy of the Ram illakotta Taluk, the matter came under my con-
sideration, and after personal inspection of most of the withered fields, I granted remission of the
water rate on 21.43 Acres, amounting to Rupees (85-12-9) eighty-five, annas twelve, and pice
t of opinion that it would be either just or politic for the

ine. Deyond this remission, [ am no
nine ey b btain compensation for the loss of crops to the Ryots,

Government to interfers in any way to©
from thLe Irrigation Company.

Ead et

R

Engineer of the Company, that the Officers of the Company are of opinion, though they are

1 N unable to settle the point, that it would be for the interests of the Company to dsal liberally in the i 3. The cause of the temporary failnre. of water and consequent withered crops was a breach
. matter, and to grant a remission of water-rate on such lands where no crop can be raised rather that was made in the Anicut during the high freshes towards the end of last July. As leng as
} ) than to chargo the lands with an exceptional rate. The question, however, is one between the . , was without any effect ; wazer Was successfully admitted iato the
Government and the Company, and the Board do not consider that any doubts in regard to it the river was full, the breac e ot and 106 Acres 20 Guontas were at ono wl
- need prevent the Government from dzciding on the chief points raiseld in these Proceedings, which Canal, and reached Kurnool on the 1#th August, an i ¢ taken up
1 relate to matters between the Government and the Ryots. . by the Ryots for wet culiivation.
' . _ . 4. TIn October, the river gradually fell, and a usual fresh looked for at the end of the month )
* No. 526. - ORDER THEREON, 30th May 1865, No. 1,148. . Laving failed, it was impossible to restore the Canal supply, whll.e the wat?r in t’he river, though - ' A
| Miscellaneous 1. The matfer under discussion has been needlessly too low to be diverted nto the Canal sluices, was t00 high to permit of anything being done to close ‘
L~ : ’ complicated by losing sight of the fact that under the the breach. - e
. present arrangements the Ryots have no direct concern o7 5. By the end of October there was no water in the Canal, but everything was done by the

whatever with the irrigation Company, have no engagements with the Company, and
can claim through the local Collector no compensation from it. The Company sells
gl its water supply to the Government, and the Government sells it to the Ryot.

Officers of the Company within their power to save the existiog cultivation. Where private wells
were available the Ryots of course used them to k-ep their crops alive, and the Lascars of the
1;)yed throughout the month of November in balirg water from the pits along

R e e e
. L

Any claims by the Ryot - for remission on account of losses from insufficient ’ Company Fore *™0 i
> - . biect. In the meanwhile every effort was male to close the breach
supply must be made against the Government, and settled by the Collector accord- the Canal line for the m:ed?mjce;t and expensive operation. | )
ing to the standing orders on the subject of remissions for Nunjah Shari waste, &e. which proved to be & 0% istri i
The rules provide for the scrutiny into these claims by the Government Rev,enue G. With the most unremitiog efforts on the part of the District Enginser, Mr. Smith, it was +SE
| . ORicers in conjunction with the Com pan y’s 0 ﬂic ers, because where the Ry ots claim not until the 929nd November that the breach was sufficiently closed to bring the water again into

against Government is admitted, the claim of Government against the Company for the Canal, and it travelled down the Ifne so slowly that it was only on the evening of the 15th

. corresponding reduction of charge for water supplied is admitted also. December that it reached Kurnool. Most of the cultivation in the upper villages was saved, but
2. The fact that the water is derived from the Company’s works instead of 01.43 Acres were entirely withered, on which I granted remission of the water rate, while 477
from a Government tank or channel is no reas» whatever for Withholdijlo' fror?; tl? R bore only a quarter, snd 1-35 Acres half an average crop.

. RY ots the ng:neﬁt _Of j;he rules ordinarily applicable to Nunjah culti--a'rti)on The cre:; Asunder existing rules Sookty remission could not have been granted in these cases, had
- right has, by implication, been recognized by tha Local and Home Go:\’c;'nm.ents ig . .th 1 ) d been under a Go;mment service of irrigation, I did not con<ider myself suthorized to
. ' thf ctorresdp.o?_d(‘arr.lc_g }:Vglcgl resullted in determining that the loss out of the land assess- l.:n: I:em;ssio,, of the water rate, nor do I consider that any claim for compensation can fairly be

.‘ 2‘:);‘“&’& 2': m‘;ﬁg‘: ;}: p‘iovig?:;, ft‘oll‘e ;{;iﬁi:lgfffi,t I;lrtllii;l beC l:mrne by Government, as the grought against the Company even whete the crops were entirely withered. .

- ' Secrctary of State, dated 16th December 10863 No % N oirglén)(’)—-((l.sce Despatch from . 8. The amountin consideration on the present occasion is trivial, but the question is one of - 1
- 1864, No. 137.) e + 0. dated 26th January - great importance, as the procedure now will form a precedent for the future, when vast interests '

3. Claims to remission for “ Soud” lands must b

. may be involved.
: according to the standing rules for remissi settled by the Collector ' s s o1ion however carefully constructed is liable to_accident, and
i beyond the Ryot’s control. Ifthe Com 1ssion on account of losses from causes 9. Every work of irrigato _accident, and where

. . pany has duly suppliel the 1 - , the Government constructs such works, no luim for compensation on account of loss caused by
! sulficient to raise the full cro pplied the land with water - . . . i . . g
pany for a 5ot off, P, the Government can have no claim against the Com. 51 auch accidents has been ever raised, and only in case of the total loss of the crops is a remission

} ‘ . granted of the combined land assessment and water rate.
i : (Signed) W..HUDLESTON,
| ] Acting Secretary to Government,
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10. The one diffculty that meets us in the case of this Con}pany is, that tht.z Yaiel;;'it; ‘;::d
can be remitted, unless the Government be prepared ta a}uhouze also the ren‘:ls.;{onnly oroduce .
assessment, on their own account, in which case th'e opejr.atlons of the Companyfwll ;) P .
fluctuation, and an element of loss unknown previously in the Land Revenue of the Dis

VRPN . d

11. On mature consideration, I am of opinion that it will be but fair to the Ryo;. ﬂﬂi‘
good p(;\icv on the part of Government, to concede such remissions of the Land Revenue, where
may be ne:cessary to remit the Company’s water rate.

12. In the first place, I trust that such an accident as has this year cccurred may prove

quite exceptional, and that in general the Irrigation under this great work will be continuous for
the season during which one crop is cultivated, -

13. I trust, therefore, that in the increased prosperity of the people the Government will

receive such large indirect returns from the operations of the Company in this District, as to com=

pensate for the loss of revenue that may arise under certain exceptional circumstances.

14. T think also that it will be but fair to the people to place them in the same positio-n
they would have held bad the Govern..ent itself undertaken the constructioa of their works

instead of entrusting them to a Company. In that case, under the ordinary customs of the

country, the cultiva;ors would be entitled to remission of the joint water rate, and land assessment
. whenever the crops were destroyed by want of water, While I do not consider them entitled 10
any further compensation, T think that this principle should be acknowledged and acted upon-

15. 1 believe that the Officers of the Company would rarely ques ion the justice of out

decision as to remission of water rate, when it was known that remission of the Government Land,
Revenue was at the same time involved.

16. The liability of a w
upon the Ryots as an induce
change from dry to wet cult

ithered crop for land ssse:sment must also act to a certain extend
went not 10 avail 1hemselves of the Company’s water. 1 ook on f'he
ivation of all land in the vicinity of the Canal as a physical necessitly
hould be held out to the Ryots not to postpone this inevitable coursts
Canal as far as Kurnool much of the land
wamp, and when it carries its full intended
on will be pessible within range of its banks,
ization they should be allowed to adopt it on the term3
ur Revenue system, :
17, There is another poj
ward. It is an‘undoubted fact th

' ter now running in the
- between it and the Toonbadra river has become a 3

volume of water, I am certain that no dry pultivati
ceepting frr

ill give no returns at all for the first year
The rst action of the warer is io produce an efflo-
TOys vegetation, and it may not be for two or three
ground become fit to bear a crop-

he ﬁe]ds.

tterly dest
of, and the
ered crop,

rescence of galt, or soda, which u
years that these salts gre got rid

18, Mach of the wi,
this natare, and while the ]
of about six weeks,
been available thro

oss of for which I have this year granted remis-ion, is on land'o;
there aress:mmo]p may faitly be attributed to the want of water for & peri
e . .
ughout the seas(l:n?cee where no returns would have been obtained had water
19, T trust that the per o ‘ '
. ent " ”"
District is not large, by P age of these  Soyq

e per e 8oils, on the whole irrigable area of the
; ¢ir existence §g yp uestionah
rom such a canse, I thi b ot the.

: d
le, and where the crop is totally witbere
wk th . . . p
granted. -t felmlssmn both of the water rate and land assessment should be
20, It would be bad
that case water wij not bePOIxcy on the part of the

.-

.
gy
-—

17

/ -

- - - b3 -

b

they will receive remission in cases of failur
control. .

22. 1 beg to recommend that remission, both of the water rateand land assessment, be grant-

ed, not only where a total deétruction of the crop has been caused by the failure of water, but ]
where, from irrigation bringing to the sarface the “Soud™ particles in the soil, the growth of uny

vegetation has become impossible.

23. Inthe ensluing season we may lcok for a great increase of irrigation under 1he Canal, and
the previous svlution of these questions will be of great importance,

————r—

e{% 1, Excrosure No 1.
3 L - .

From B GOPALAIYA\,‘ 'Deputy. Collector on Spec;iz;.i Euty in Kurnool, to J. I. MINCHIN, Esq,,
. Collectar of Kurnool, dated 14th January 1865, No. 21,

1. I have the hori\inr to sabmit for your consideration, at the ensuing Jummabundy of Rama-
)akota'Taluk the enclosed Statement showing the extent of land vpon which wet crops either‘
perished or t,u,-ned wholly useless from‘the faituré@of water for upwards of a month in the Com-
pahy’s Canal on account of a breach in the anicut.

2. This abgence of water at a time when the crop was tend?r, .aﬂ'ected the cultivation gene-
r-lly more or lese, with the exception of those fields which were irrigated from tanks.and deep
pits in the canal, and which yielded a very fair .on'lt-turn. },:‘or these fields, water was baled by the
Ryots, and by the Company’s lascars, wherever.m.was practlcab!e, atd a great deal was thereb.y
saved The crops that suffered are those standing upon lands ei ther x.mewly taken up for wet culti-
vation or those left waste as unft for dry produce ; but, where the goil was Wel;ma'"“l‘e.d or natu-
rally good, although the crops suffered from the zibsence of ‘_"tef for a time, t eyurevx;‘red when
supplied with it on its second arrival, and have yielded or will yield ;ivhlat I xl?ay cah hall » or even
in some instances three-quarters of a crop. I have also seen some fields where l e plant " never
grew up, although flocded with water, on account of the natural poverty of the soil.

3. Whether the land was good or otherwise, the failm:e is ?ttribut»d to the absence of water
for a time. and since the Company have either f:xpressly or impliedly made the’ Ry?ts understand
that wate;' will be supplied to them for the entire growth <.>f a cro.p; t;e I.lyots claim for compen-
sation is supported by law, and I consider that they are fairly entitled to it.

he fields I bave seen and entered in the enclosed Statement, almost all of them, with
4, ¢ Oi;ciptieons are said to have been purposely taken up for wet cultivation v?iphin the
w A t eu
;u: te ?:voeyears having been hitherto regarded as unprofitable for dry cultivation,

i t, and my recommendation for
viously destroyed on that account, . ‘
. f’Io d'ryfczofswzez:o};:ea‘nd th{; amount of compensation will be determined with the help
compensation 1s fo [ -
he receipt of your reply. -
e ot e' Etf}j r consideration is, how this amount of compsnsation is to be collected
f) p ’(I;he e p(t’ll; oZly co;ree is by a Civil action if they are unwilling to meet the claim
from the Company ; 8 3 on !

demanded. s thi is not, I believe, supported by any agreement,

7. The Gove.r nent interfefz:cil:;st:,sm(;::sztion,’while in cai):s of parched cﬁltivation

and it cannat consistently ¥reist‘;'laﬁon 't ey never recognized the Ryots’ clai.m.far it, and the

‘under Government works o .lrforgl of tl;e assessment of the land. Formerly, this indulgence was

Jutmost they did was the redunlrsi’::er‘t ain circumstances ; and in Nellore District, what.was called

:01; even irg;:"fa:r;;‘zf;';ﬁhat is to say, if the Ryots' other wet and dry lands yielded a net
araval

. hich, valued at the current prices, Was greater or equal to the assessment u;‘)on his
out.tuin, which, va

e parched portion.
entire holding, no remission was then made even upon the pai P
ire holding,

Y A%

» 2. The Ryots will not object to make'fau'r applications for water, when they know that

e of the crop from causes over which they have no

r —sewes 2

EO __,.‘{."',,- o’ wmeey s e s
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hat the Company did a1l that they could to c'ose the breachy | =
mall amount of mouey 'in closing the breacin » N

because the current1

8. In justice it may be said, t

teling water at available places, and expended no 8
the canal. Watex could not be brought earlier,
a), and tuo strong to permit the earlier closing of - .

and bringing water,m'o

_ the river was too low to diveit i.se:f into tha can
the breach. ) '
. 9. The amount and pariculars of compensaion will not be submitted in case you consider . |
; that temporary disasters, such as breaches, &c., are of ordinary occurrence in irrigation works, . . | Uq
N

however substantially they might have been built, and that th: Company did not leave any thing

; antried to reswo® irriga.niun, and that tovat considerable expense. A
1

a few other fields of the sawe description in the villages above referred to, but

nd appeared to be of some promise, and they were therefore left for future ‘

they looked greenera
consideration. The Company’s Assistant Engincers, Messrs. Harley and Lany, were with me at .

the time of My examination of the crops.
(True Copy.) 3 |
| (Signed J. I MINCHIN, Collector. . %
by

— -

-~

10. There e

<!

!

)

¥

;

|
M| - T .
o ? f \ - 1. The Board resclve before submitting Mr. Minchin's letter to Government, a8 requested, ,
\ “ 4o call upon him to report more definitely regarding the zileged vsage of the District, which it is

T
.

! . stated precludes the grant of remissions for short produce. .
“ =y ’ 2. The matter is a very important one, a3 it may frequently happen that the water supplied :
) by the Irrigation Company will not be suflicient to bring a full crop to maturity, and in such .
cases it would be hard upon the Ryots to deny them a partial remission of the tax, as allowed
under similar circumstauces in other Districts.
\ 3. The Standing Orders on the subject of remissions are sufficiently clear,and are applic;ble to ’
‘211 Districts. In the case of waste Nanjah lands resulting from causes beyond the Ryots' contract, ' |
N Y
;

T ST e

Wiy
Lo
. ;'.~
s et i AR

the whole assessment should be remitted. In the case of ** Shavi,” or withered crops on Nunjsh

assessed lands, the remission should be in pro- ‘ 3
_ _ portion, and by a per centage, either for a whole ’
or for a particular crop throughout the District, or throughout a .

N
N ——
R
3

E]

Board’s Circa'ar Order, 19th-June 1863, No. LXIX.

—

y———

Taluk, or for a set of villages,
defined locality, according, in fact, as the circumstances are jdentical, and the reasons for the

4 remission are equally applicable, and 1ot by any attempt to estimate individual losses, although
ﬁ ‘of comse a sufficient wumber of individual cases will be carefully considered in detail before the
| .

~

per centage is determined.
:ﬂ’ 4. In replying to this reference, Mr. Minchin will be requested to take the opportunity of
stating what has led him to suppose that it is mot the present intention of Government to grant
remission of the land assessment, 88 well as of the water rate in the case of lands under the Irri-
gation Company’s works when the crops on such lands have faled, and to ascertain whether the
Company would be disposed to make any allowance in the water charge for crops destroyed on
« goud” lands, or whether they would be sncluded to supply such lands with water on special
torms, and if 50, on what terms. He will at the same time declare his opinion as to the manner
in which the lands should be rented, and on the proposals of the Company, for it is observed
that if his proposition to grant remissions for such lands were adopted, the whole of the water
rate would have to be foregone in tbe frst instance, under the views expressed by Government i
paragraph 2 of their Order, dated 22nd June 1864, No. 1,084, and the Company baving suppli ‘;
the full quantity of water might reasonably object to such an arrangement. J g supplie

B4 TSI R TNl ¢ (Y R P (R IOy
gl v
.
BT e e o ok Vs
" . ek
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5. Tt is worthy of consideration whether the « Soud” lands are of i )
suffi wn foodd ‘
{heir being treated exceptionally at all. cieot extent to Justify

(True Copies and Extract.)

. (Signed) R. A, DALYELL,

To J. 1. Minchin, Esq, Cullecloriof Kurnouol, Acting Secretary. - !
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Exd. R- H. LCC.
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