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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
29th May 1865.

No. 488, Read the following letter from the Very Reverend B. F. AMARANTE,
to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,

‘ Fort Saint George, dated Saint Thomé, 12th May 1865 :—

A

. ’ ) SIR;

1. I beg leave to acknawledge the
receipt of the Proceedings of the Madras
Government, under date the 23rd April
EEE . . . 1864, No. 701, passing orders on my
proposal to take the village of Vurtharajapoorum, in the Madras District, either. on
Zemindary tenure or on a long lease,, . ' :

Enclosures 3, viz :=—
.. 2 Statements.
, . 1 Bond. °

2. .The Government state in their Order under acknowledgment, that the
uncertainty regarding the Pommel tank works, and the large proportion of waste,
preclude the Government from acceding to my request at present. .

-

3.. They observe also that the reasons which the Board had in declining my offer

were, that a rental fixed on an average of past years, at a time when the revenue of -

the village was steadily increasing, would be disadvantageous to Government ; that

there was a considerable extent of cultural waste; and that the construction of the

Pommel tank, if that work was carried out, would submerge a large portion of

. the village, while, if it was not, the irrigation might, in the Engineer’s opinion, be
greatly improved. =~ .. . | T R .

- 4. - The Government further observe that the village comprises 1,055 Acres of

culturable land, assessed at Rupees 8,550, of which 339 Acres, assessed at Rupees1, 190,
were cultivated in Fusly 1272, leaving 716 Acres, assessed at Rupees 2,390, waste,

- 5. . I beg to submit the accompanying Statement A., which shews the Ayacut as
well as the cultivation and assessment of the entire village, the remissions paid by
Government, and their net collection from Fusly 1270 to 1273. It appears from
this Statement that the extent of land cultivated in Fusly 1272 was Acres 33 6-12-4,

" bearing an assessment of Rupees 1,230-9-2, and not Acres 339, assessed at Rupees
* 1,190 ; and that the Government having granted a remission of Rupees 256-0-9,
their net collection was only Rupees 974-8-5. ’

6. With reference to the culturable waste, and the, recent increase of revenue
alleged by the Board of Revenue and referred to by Government, I beg leave to
observe, that although there existed a large extent of waste, yet it did not now come
into existence. Nothingwas hitherto done, either by the Government or its officers or
by the land-holders in turning this waste to account, or to bring it under cultivation.
I‘)(r)r this purpose a capital was required, and an assurance to the Ryots that they
would not be over-taxed in case of the failure of their crops. There was none to
advance this capital, or to hold out such an assurance. When I was treatine with
the Meerassidars about the purchase of a quarter share of their village, I told them
it was my intention to apply and take the village on Mootah tenure, and that in
regard to kist and short produce, they would be treated with the same leniency as -
the Ryots of my Mootah village of Canoor receive from me. ~ Assurances like these
made some of them extend their cultivation, and when I purchased the quarter share
of the village in Fusly 1271, I brought cultivators from a distance, supported them,
and advanced them with agricultural means to bring the lands under cultivation.
The result was, as stated by Government in their Order under acknowledgment, a
steady increase of revenue. This is owing to me alone, as the increase of revenue -
which the Government derived was almost Wholly paid by me as shall be shewn
immediately. h
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Proceedings of the Madras Govergzment, Recenue Depariment, {
29¢), dMay 1863, ]

3

. i
€ »and the extent of culturable land which
ste.  The assessilzr?f Ioggdﬁg;e:f-&l? ot omah and 10-11 of Nunjahy

¢m 1n that year was as follows :—  °

came to my quarter shay
besides wa

I3
'
i

Acres 4-5-12 of Poonjal . 3
1 assess
Do. 10110 of Nunjal et T g 0 3
.. {
Deduet remission Total i;él; 1% ? }
3 6 {
Net . o6 4 9 ;
| In Fusly 1972 the assessment Paid was for {
‘ Acrés R-9-0 of Poonj il ‘
. S. 4. P !
. ( Do. 69-12-1 of Nu'rllja.h L ‘742 l(l‘ 3 3
- v . ~ ) .
] —_—

In Fadde: 1oma o : — 12413 4
usly 1273 the extent of my cultivat; ) '

. Were 1on and assessment f

: Acres 6-14.12 . REAo ;

; 3 ~12 of Pooujah - AP, :

: Do, 80-94 OfNunjali) e 1515 2 !

{ . ) o L2203 6 5 ;

¥ ! -

— 233 1 1

. follows - :
cet eatlori ! Difference |
T ) Xet collectioy ) e i
B Rl
\\ lng rcml:lb“)ns' otiér l’u:li'_‘.;- }'
. \
Fusly 12 |
wylze RS A b B3. AT, AT
ol ol 229 19y 627 1 N
I 272 e - e b .. 2.. - 1 see s 200
-, 1273 e D], g M HI 113 122 1211
e Tt Egy 1204 974 85 | w1 10 2
- 08 3l 25
This is wl —
1818 What the Bogy i
the particulaps oard of Revenue call

(;r{:\ at:tcady Mereqas ) P(‘rhaPS withount knowine or looking int?
: -«

: '“'I‘Un}e";:i‘:leli bt‘gtc.llis Exccllency in Council W‘*i

sce that thiy 1,
8' T]le aCc .
: ompanyiy e St A
vation of the entire <10 8 Statement ;
entir A ] . B. she . o
of the } cerassy I'lrel(;'lllage,. mcluding the C ws the difference Letween the c‘u]t.lo’
- fhe ont ) % and that of the quarter sd?"l,
. - . p ‘l‘)‘
{eoracdamn. aze, the res 7 My share of the cultivation
ecrassidars apq land-holdops % i28 Fesidue gheyy the “revenue whicle the other,
nmeat, g1
r d.l

0 shews that 11, s
1 : MK Jd€ 1n
1 their Industry way 3, F

: ~ and in F r 1O,
IHCPC&SG Of rc‘.equn . I ll.\h 1~l '3 I:uxmcs 62034 o

a compari<on Itweeh
creiase of revenue whilC
usly 1272 only Rupoes 1-14
ver the same Fualv; while the

: - - N B + "IS 1
yandin F usly 197 rnved from my quarter share w

Iy -5 4 - -
"3 Rupees 25 -1-1; aud thus the Gover™,
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- o
231 1 10 lacrease above Fasly t2:1.
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Proceedings of the Madras Gocernment, Revenue Departynent,
29¢h May 1865.

’ 1 i : Imost wholly paid by me.
,mant will find that the alleged increase of revenue was a

Jﬁaﬁ it not been for the stimulous given by me, perhaps the Government W(l)uldtlli()t
‘have derived even the comparatively trifling increase which they did from the other

land-holders.

| 1 hasing a part of the village I have done my best to extend the
culti\%tioilrligletlll)glifope that érovernment would see what industry and capllgixl Wl:la(rll
properly advanced might do to forward their interest. I believed that this wo
})ndlxl)ce them to receive favorably my application for the grant of the village tt?_ m((i
on Mootah tenure ; but instead of the increase of revenue, which they h&ve (]:ellve 1
by my micans, SCrving as an argument in my favor, the Board mllld thg over nmend
fh:}xve taken ad,van’cage of it to employ it against myself, and to %1 ege 11;{ as 3 gI‘Otl}]ilr d
for not acceding to my request. As for my part.I did not wish to ta e;lalvari5 ctli,
of Governmentbby doing nothing, or shewing no increase of revenue unti got 1219‘
:gﬂl e on Mootal: tenure, but I did all to shew what the village was capable of yield-
’intr?sc,hat Government might be enabled . to fix such an assessment as would fully

H . . 3 3 - ine,
:sccure their interest without losing sight of m

e sanying Bond will shew what the cultivators are indebtéd to me.
I havleoi)ce?l‘l;i £':ﬁzotle?ill)c:n}sve of inducing them to quit their v111ag.e1arid rcs1defnce,t 1zjn'd
of removing and settling in this village, to provide them wlllt i liouscs fqr thc}r
accommodation and with agricultural means, and to {E%V%nce them mmﬁe)trl (;;rI ‘?u .
suﬁport. The produce of the year beiore last (Fusly 17 ) was ;:) sma 2’113,1 3 O\aje;: S
‘only able to recover an hundred Rupees short of the kist, viz., tupees :1 - P 0, L
had to pay to Government. In last year also it was only llz pre§s]uletoa t;? (:yo s
that T was able to recover and pay the Government their kist wgt 1?iu getting aliy:
thing for my benefit. Thus the Government will see that L hold a 051 ; amoul.l‘cmg:d o
inealffy 400 TRupees, solely for money advanced to the Ryots, z;_n or DaymgT ﬁe‘
‘Government kist, which up to this day Ihave not the means o rei:ow ering. " (i_ é
Government havc’a largely Dbenefited from my expeaditure and my 31;1( (iavcfl 3, .“.n (13 7
have derived nothing. Perhaps it may be alleged that the oth.er lan Lho ders 1ale 11(111 the e o o s
same circumstance a3 mysclf, and that without deriving sonie belneutL; they s 501111 1 dmft
have continucd their cultivation. But it must be obscrved that the other land-holders
have had large remissions, and I should beTlogtth to scek for it, because I would then
have to throw myself on the favor of the Native officials of the District, and'I know
I cannot purchase any favor without handsomel‘y paying for ft' Such, however, is
the rale which places the land-holdcx:s under the P1uttah S}’bt:)m at the merey of
thoso officers, but the Government in enforcing the Iggle take upow themselves
the fesponsibi,lit s for the consequences which must obviously result from it. Besides
‘the lar ze remissions they get, the land-holders reside on the spot, and they"‘ watch
a1d talzo away from the Ryots what is duc to them and to Government, leav ing the

v b -

. 1 - ' 1 -
. : dlv subsistence, and with absolutely nothing to cover their naked-
Ry (:S “iﬁhfllz;l %}l}}e a(‘;r?)rvernment derive all the benefit, the land-holders a trifle, but
ness.

the Ryots nothing ; and it is in consequence of this dlsl.)roportlonqtﬁ}, if noﬁ unﬁ;ﬁ”

' ‘ j A Y . > o ) N
distribution of boneits that the large Wa:tet }ﬁmtiliung m every village where the
means of irrigation is not ample, is to be attributed.

ceted that T would continue to carry on the cultivation
y 1111.f rlthzaﬁgggﬁe:; (%rovernment without even recovering my outlay. On the
wio:ly I Order of Government I thought of selling a\\'a&r my quarter share of
recei] b of tae lf the offers I received I find that I could only part with it at a
the village, 1’“‘:’._,. rom A‘q however, I find that the Doard and the Goverx}ment have
oy gr-eatfz‘fcu'ﬂciilink{r’m that they are not beholden to me for the increase of
boan nmt?mm llzllve dorived, I am cncouraged to hope and have resolved upon -
rC\ronue.Lt.xc)‘r ﬂh o Government; and I respectfully request that you will be so
re-sulmutiing “'Z} , samo Dbefore 1lis Excellency in Council with reference to my
good as t’;fzi ;iyd thd& December 1863, and referred to in the Order underacknow-
represen , . _

ledgment.
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