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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
Y] 7 16th January 1864.
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No. 192.  TRead the following Despatch from the Right Honorable Sir €. WOOD, Bart.,
Secretary of State for India (Revenu>), to His Excellency the Ilonorab'e the Gover
nor in Council, Fort Saint George, dated India Office, London, 24th November 1863,

NOO 81 Haaad

SIR, .
1. I have had under my consideration in Council the letter from your Excellency’s
Government, dated the 20th August last (No. 88), regarding the system to he adopted in assesse
ing the lands irrigated in Kurnool by the Madras [rrigation Company.

2. T learn with much sa§isfaction that thers will be no difficulty in carrying into effect the X"‘ /0 i

views expressed in my Despatch of the 30ta March last #No. 9), in favor of “the plan of a sepa-;

——

o~

rate water-rate, distinct from the land assessmeat, of which ITer Majesty’s Government have, on /[_ s
-~

various occasions, expressed their d=cided preference.

3. With reference to your question, ¢ whether the Ryot should be allowed the security |
“against an excessive charge which the opbion of fiecldmg, by a statel period of each year,
¢ whether he will- have water or not, will give him,” I am clearly of opinion that such option .

" should be permitted. There is little ground for apprehension thit the option would be exers .
P p :

cised by the cultivator in the way of declining to use the means of irrigation when they are sup-
plied to him at a moderate price, and the possession of it would in no. respzct limit the right
which your Government, acting on your ovn behalf or on that of the Irrigation Company, must
retain, of declining to supply any particular tract of country with water, unless the cultivator
shotld be prepared to enter into engagements to take the water at the stipulated rate in such
numbers and for such terms of years as might warrant the required outlay. Although few
would, probably, reject the opportunity, yet no compulsion to take the water must be exercised
towards the dissentients, and they must in no way be disturbed in the possession of their lands,
s0 long as they desire to hold them, and continve to pay the ordinary rats of assessment.

' 4, 1desire that theso instractions may be considered as generally applicable, and not as
confined only to the District of Kurnool.

3 -

’

No. 193. ORrpER THEREON, 16th January 1864, No. 99.

This Despitch, together with that to which it is a reply, will be communicated to the Board
of Revenue, the Consulting Engineer lrrigation and Canal Company and the Director of Revenue

Settlement. The Board will issue instructions in conformity with the orders conveyed in paras
graphs 3 and 4 of this Despatch, :

- (True Extract.)

(Signed) J. D. SIM,
: Secretary to Government,

To the Board of Revenue, - . .
Consulting Engineer Irrigation and Caual Company, { .
:: Director of Revenue Settlement, PARY: & with No. 88.
,» Public Works Department, -

Rxd. 8. T. Aogustin,

L d . .
.

X7 2N
(X



Pt A 1 e et
= ’

v, -

India Office,
London, Q//\Novcmber 186:3.

Revenue, . -

No. (V/ ’w

To His Eicellency i;l‘he Honourable The Governor in
Councid, Fort St. George.

~

SIR, :

Para. 1, | have had under my consideration in Council the letter
from your Excellency’s Government, dated the 20th. August last
(No. 88), rexardit§ the ¢ystem to be adopted in assessing the lands
irrigated in Kurno'  PY the; Madras Irrigation Company.

2.1 learn w.e.} ~tuch SJ, ‘efaction that there will be no ditfléulty in

carrying into_effect the v ws expressed in my Despatch of the 30th
March last (No. 9), in ft our of the plan of a separate water-rate,” .
distinet from the land ass 'sment, of which Her Majesty’s Government :

.,

have, on various occasions,)1 -pressed their decided preference. .

3. With reference to yi «r question, “whether the ryot should be
« gllowed the security agast an excessive charge which _the option of
« deciding, by a stated pel d of each year, .whether he will h_ave water
« or not, will give him,” 14 1 clearly of opinion that such option should
be permitted. There is { tle ground for apprehension that the option
would be exercised by thej gltivator in the way of declining to use the
means of irrigation when { 1y are supplied to him at a moderate price,

. . ! * . . - -
and the possession of it wi d in no respect limit the right which your

Government, acting on ¥ r own bebalf or on that of the Irrigation .. .
Company, must retain, o leclining to supply any particular tract of’

country with water, unlest the cultivators should be prepared to enter
into engagements to takl the water at the stipulated rate in.such
numbers and for such te s of years as might warrant the required
outlay. Although few w(d, probably, reject the opportunity, yet no
compulsion to take the w ¥ : must be -exercxsed tow.ards the dissentients,
and they must in no way’ listurbed in th.e possession of theu: lands, so
long as they desire to hol, lem, and continue to pay the ordinary rate
of assessment. LS

4. 1 desire that thes\\ tructions may be considered as generally
applicable, and not as 00“\ d only to the district of Kurnool.

i t I have the honour to be,
LY
; Sir, ‘
D ' _
A +  Your most obedient, humble Servant,
‘ ‘ ;\ @ R /"
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