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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
‘ 11tk June 1864. ‘

No. 121, Read the following Proceedings of the Madras Géve{nment in the Judicial
' Department :—

: ~

Anthorizing the Civil and Sessions J udge of Salem to make )
" over to the Post Master so much of certain land in that (Here enter 2nd June 1864, No. 803.)

Station for the erection of 8 Post Office.

No. 122. ORDER THEREON, 11th June 1864, No. 993.
l Land. I Ordered to be communicated to the Collector of Salem, through the Board
of Revenue, for his information and guidance.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) C. G. MASTER,
' ' Deputy Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue, .
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,-
2nd June 1664.

Read the followmg p'tpers - .
No. 14.. From J. W. CHERRY, Esq., Civil and Session Judge of Salem; to the Ionor-

able A. J. ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Madras, dated 21st Aprll
‘1864, No.6

T had the honor, on the 8th February 1862, to bring to the notice of Government the fact

of my being in charge of the old Judicial buildings; agreeibly to my recommendation these

buildings, with the land attached thereto, were sold under the orders of Government and the

proceeds duly credited, .

. 2. I now beg tostate that. there is some land and one or two tumble-down sheds, and an
old Mahal, hardly worth the materials they are composed of, which were made over, it appears,
;8ome 50 years ago to the Jullicial authorities fur the confinement of women and Civil debtors.
Iam now supposed to be in ctharge of these also. .
= 3. The Collector has written to me proposing to sell the sheds and Mahal and asks for my

- consent to let him have the nround (which forms a part of Gramamuttum lands) to give out for

building purposes.
"4, Tothis I have no ob_]ectxon to offer, but solicit, in the first instance, the orders of Go-

vernment on the subject.
5. 1 must mention the ground in question is in a centrical part of Salem, and would be -
suited for public purposes. Colonel Pears, the Postmaster General, told me the other day that

;= it was likely that he would require a piece of it for a new Post Olfice. y

o6l It ,appears from the Pymash accounts thatthe_ whale extent deducted from Mootah .
assets on account of { « Kotta Busthy,” or Fort village site, is acres 28-836-0;of this the land
hitherto occupied by the Civil Jail measures Goontahs 32-4-0. The Civil Jail itself was
entered as * Tsmael Khan’s” Mahal, and was in existence before the survey.

, 7. Of these Goontahs 32-4-0 nearly one-half, viz., Goontahg 14-14-0 weregiven, it would "=,
‘seem, by the late Collector Mr. Brett, on the eve of hisleaving the District, but without con-
sulting me, to one Paul Pillai his Sheristadar, who has erccted thereon a substantial house.

8. It is the remaining portion of this land that the Ilonorable . Arbuthnott wishes to diss SN\

se of, and as, it is no longer requnreq for my ..departmeunt, I beg ta submit the same for tha
sanction of Govemment sub,]ect to such conditions as the Govemment may think fit to impose. -

Referred to the Postmaster General and to Mr, II, A. Brett, the late Collector of Salem, for
repoit, with reference to the remarks made in paragraphs 5 and 7,

Fort Saint GEoRGE, (Signed) A.J. ARBUTHNOT,
30th April 1864, Chief Secretary to Government.
No. 15. .. From H. A. BRDTT Esq., late Collector of Sulem; to the ITonorable A, I.

v

ARBUTIINOT, Cuief Secretary to Government, Madras, dated 4th May 1864,
~. With reference to paragraphs 5 and 7 of Mr. Cherry’s letter to the Chief Secretary to Go- »
vernment, dated 21st ultimo, No. 6, I have the honor to state that I did not consider the land
in question under the charge of the Judmxal authorities when I made over a portion of it to "
Mr. David Paul.

2. I was aware that tho buildings in question had been used forme»ly as a place of con-
finement for Civil debtors, but this was probably a temporary arrangement in the first instauce,
and it is long since the Judicial authorities ceased to make use of the buildings in any way.
The land is not contiguous to any of the property referred toin the 1st pa.ra"wph of Mr. Cherry’s
letter, It isina different part of the town, and is srictly part of the village land. The so-called
Mahal wis probably used as a public choultry before it was converted into a place of confinement
for the Civil debtors. I therefore looked upon the land and buildings as having reverted to the
Collector’s charge, and thinking it would be an improvement to the town if substantial housss

_were built on the ground, I gave a portion of it, as stated, to Mr, Paul as a building site.



Proceedings of the Madras Government, J udicial Depariment,
2nd June 1864.

3,

b4

3. It is not usual to sell land belong;ing to the ¢ Gramanuttum,” or the area set ap}art for

native houses ; and as to the old buildings, I intended at the time I le{t the Distiict to have the‘

materials sold and the remaining lund so laid out as to improve the road-waysin the vicinity
and to furnish more building sites,

4. Wiih regard to the point mentioned by Mr. Cherry, as to Colonel Pears desiring to
have a part of the land for a new Post Office, I beg to state that one of the Judicial buildings
referred to in paragraph 1 of Mr. Cherry’s letter, with land surrounding it, was, [ believe, m+de
over to the Postal Department just previous to my leaving Sulem in 1862, and that it never

occurted to me that any public department would require any portion of the land now in
question. S *

——

No. 16. From Lieutenant Colonel A. C, PEARS, Postmaster General ; to the Honorable

“ A, J. ARRUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Public Department, I‘ort \

Saint George, duted Mad:as, 11th May 1864, No. 167,

In returnicg the original docket, dated 30th ultimo, with its enclosure, I have the honor to
state that on my visiting the Post Office at Salem in the early part of st month, I feund that
the portion of the old Court building, assigned to the Post Office in the Proceedings of Govern-
foent, No. 1617, duted 1st Octoer 1862, was in every respect quite unsuitable for a Post Office.

9, [t is therefore my intention to recomm°nd the construc'ion of a speciul building suited
to the actual rcquirements of the Post Office, and a portivn of the ground referred to by Mr,
Cherry in paragraph § of his letter now returned, would be an excellent site for the proposed
building, and I request that Goverument will accordingly be pleased to grant a portxoq of it, not

less than 60 X 80 feet, for the purpose

No. 17. - ORDER THEREON, 2nd June 1861, No. 8035, B .

The Governor in Council authorizes the Civil and Session Judge of Salem to make over to
the Postmaster so much of the land referred to in the foregoing letter as may be required for the
erection of a Post Offices  When this has been done, the Collector will dispose of the remainder
by sale for building purposes,

2. The course taken by the late Collector Mr. Bre't, in giving a piece whlch onrrmahy
formed a part of the land in question to his Sheristadar, was cleznlyn’i'e"ular Gramzsnattum land
is intended for the Ryots of thevillage in which it is situated, and not for strangers, butina
large town like Sulem, it is not usual to treat a any land as Gramanuttum, Uader any ecircums-
stances, the Collcctor’s Sheristadar was not entitled to obtain it excepy by purchase in the regular
way. As, however, a house has been built on the land, the Goveraor in Counc1l will not inter=-
fere with the grant made by M, Brett,

- - (True Extract.)

Y44

Chief Secretary.

To the Civil and Session Judge of Salem,
s Postmaster General.

To I. A, Brett, Esq.

To the Revenue Department.

Exd. J, Tulloch,
. .
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