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S SR L T L ? Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
9th June 1864,

No. 97.  Read the following letter from Captain J. MITCHELL, Superintendent Govera-
ment Central Museum, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Depart-
ment, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 2ad June 1864, No, 68 :—

Sir, . )
1 TIn continuation of my letter No. 54 of the 11th May 1864, I have the honor to inform -
you that on Monday last, T received from Captain Henley, Military Secretary to His Excellency

. the Governor, two bottles, one labelled Soorum, the other Killikoy, and both from the Tincevelly

T : Pearl Baunks. : : .

T S o . e - N 4 - Eiredd . . 2. Of the Soorum I have nothing to add fo what was said in my first letter, the bottle

. o ) ro . S ) SR e £ T marked Killikoy contained five specimens of an undescribed Avicula—the genus to which the -

Pearl Oyster belongs.

, 3 »Two of these shells were attached, each by its byssus, to a portion of a small sub-marine
plant, the remainder were unattached. The only peculiarity about these shells was that they were .
much incrusted, one of them particularly so, by zoophytic deposits, some of which were of a .
leathery, others of calcareous substance (young coral). ‘ ,

4. To one shell was attached, by the byssus, three Pearl Oysters, the largest of which is

. about one and a half inches in height, there was also a very young Oyster only about a quartef

of ‘an inch in diameter, this also was attached by its byssus to one of the shells. . .
y 5. Both of these shells* appear to be new, and I should

* Madiola and Aviculs, like to send a number to London for examination, Of the ‘
. . Soorum I have plenty; but from twelve to twenty specimens )

X of the Killikoy would be required, and they should if possible be obtained free from any incrusting
2 substance, the removal of which destroys the epidermis and with it the sculpture and colouring
. of the shell, ' They need not be put into spirits. If theshells are put into tolerably warm watery

: or if they be put into salt water and fresh water be carefully and gradually added the animals '
will die, and can be readily removed by cutting the muscle that attaches them to each valves, the

shells should then be washed in fresh water and dried, but not in the sun, the valve should be

closed and fastened with a piece of (hread and finally the shells packed in cotton in a box. R
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No. 98, ' OrpER THEREON, Oth June 1864, No, 981 r .

— Communicated to the Collector of Tinnevelly, who will forward
. ‘ GOUS- . | gpecimens of the Killikoy prepared as Captain Mitchell spggesté. i

S . LT S R T (True Extract.) .
P L s I & 1A R L - (Signed) J. D. SIM,
. Secretary to Government.

' To the Bc;ard of Revenue: - . . - "

,; the Collector of Tinnevelly. .
5 the Superintendent Government Central Museum.
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