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* Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
8th June 1864.

-

No. 92.

Read the following letters from the Collector of Ganjam, dated 23rd and 27th April 1864,
Nos. 67 and 70.

—

Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th May 1864 :—

1. Ocdered that the a:bove papers be submitted for the consideration of Government in
connection with the Abkarry Bill now before them. The Board have instructed the Collector
by telegraph to limit the new lease of the {Abkarry Farm to one year from the end of this Fusly
so that any changes that may be effected in the Law may be introduced at an early date int;
practice. . i ] .

2. The Collector has not taken any notice of the power reserved to the Board in Section 27
of the Bill to declare unlicensed domestic manuafacture to be illegal when they see cause for doine
so, asfor instance when illicit sales under the guise of domestic consumption are found t;

'i{lterfew with the public revenue or to promote habits of excess, and the Board are of Op\inion
that this provision is sufficient to protect the public interests without violating private rights.

3. Mr. Forbes declares that * the withdrawal of the restriction” (on the use of Toddy trees
on private land by the owner) * involves a surrender of revenue, and that this sacrifice is the
consequence of & marked departure from those prohibitive and protective Rules which are abso-
lutely necessary to guard and enforce a monopoly of any kind.”

4. On this the Board need only remark that the rule to which Mr. Forbes refers, was not
only unsanctioned by the Law, but was directly opposed'to the Law. Section 17, Regulation I.
of 1820, expressly declares that no Government Officer or Renter shall have any right of control

.over, or of interference with, the owner or occupier of any private garden or ground bearing Palm

trees except to prevent the sale by unlicensed persons of Toddy drawn therefrom.

. 5. "When, therefore, the Doard discovered that throughout the Worthern Circars, it had been
the practice to plate all private Palm trees at the disposal of the Abkarry Renter without in any
way consulting the wishes or guarding the rights of the owners, they had no alternative but to
prohibit the practice as not only oppressive and unfair but as positively illegal.

6. So far as the Board know, the practice had never prevailed in the Southern Districts,
nor had its absence been deemed an evil, but there ig reason to believe that the Ryots were not
gener;ully aware that the Law did not probibit them from drawing Toddy without license from
trees on their own land for domestic. use, anc} it may very possibly be the case that the more
general knowledge of this fact which now exists will lead or has led to some abuse of the private
right. It is for the Government to consider whether the provision in the Act is likely to prove
sufficient to guard the public interests, or whether reasons of finance or of general policy will
warrant such an invasion of private rights as Mr. Forbes’ proposition involves., Ile appears to
fose sight of the fact that the prohibition must equally apply to the owner of a valuable Cocoa
Palm garden and to the Ryot whose land bears a few wild Date Palms or Palmiras,

7. If the Board thought that the proposed restriction would in any way check the consump-
tion of ardent spirits they would hesitate "to offer any objection to its adoption, but they are
:iisposéd to think that ghe contrary is more likely to be the result. They fear there can be no
Joubt that competition for Abkarry Farmshas rendered necessary the adoption by the Renters of
svery possible incentive to induce increased consumption in order to secure reasonable profits

. trom the farm, Aad if the maintenance of the private right to use Toddy for domesiic purposes

without license when drawn on the user’s land, should lead to the more general consumption of
s purer and less intoxicating liquor thanis provided by the Abkarry Renters under the denomina-
‘jon of Arrack, the Board could not regret the result even though the revenue should suffer,
8. The only change that they consider advisable in Section 27 of the Bill is the addition of
*hé words “or barter” between the words “ sale” and “of Toddy” which may have the effect of
jomewhat restricting the facilities for abuse of the private right,
. 9. The Board do not see the force of the objections raised by Mr. Forbes to Sections 4

ind 5 of the Bill, L .
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ORDER THEREON, 8th J une 1864, No, 979.

1.
Board,

-
Se_pa.ra,te Revenue, No. 7

] The Government agree in the views expressed by the
Lo Abkaree. .

. I.I *
- : !
in no way bound to grant tracts of |
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' 1t is obvious the land is sought ‘ { A LT T /(“-" N
mado st urable from the trees. Ig sych cases the grant may with ; ) Y ' Lo -

ace subject to conditions gg to the usufruct of the tre Board 'r, L o - g - 7‘ ‘
on this subject. ¢irees. The Boar “ N U a . Wﬁ,‘,/ v o . 7

(True Eximct.) - ) ; ~ e C - , (- - ,

(Signed) 3, 1, sy, -

Secretary ¢, Government.
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To the Board of Revenue.
» the Legislative Department.
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