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* Assistant Conservator of Wyna

" No. 457, together with copy of Proceedi
. them to report thereon.

. the Superintendent of Astagram

" the Company for the us

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
' 23rd May 1864. '

it A

Read the fullowing letters :—

- No. 263. From Captain R. H. BEDDOME, Officiating Conservator of Forests, to C. G
MASTER, Esq., Deputy Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Sainf':

George, dated Camp Ootacamund, 1st April 1864, No. 867.

Sir,

1. With reference to the Government Order No. 457, dated 16th gf March 1864, T have the

honor to forward copy of a report upon the subject by Captain Gib, Assistant Conservator of
the Wyn4d and Hoonsoor Forests. C . 4 -

9. It appears that the Madras Government has been in undisturbed possessic;n of these
forests for sixty years, L would suggest that the Mysore Government be applied to, for copies of
the documents alluded to by Captain Gib so that if necessary the same might be laid before the

-

Supreme Government: X
3. The report made by the Superintendent of Astagram concerning destructive felling is
o »

I believe, quit’e unfounded, the forests are systematically worked by a European Overseer uader

the superintendence of Captain Gib. '
4. - The forests alluded to join our Wynéd tract, and areeasily worked and conserved by the

enabled to keep up & more efficient Establishment.

‘5. The Mysore Government might have taken into consideration that a large tract of Teak

forest (in dispute between Malabar and Mysore), was handed over to them several years ago by

a—

the Madras Government.

From Captain W. A. GIB, Assistant Conservator of Forests, in charge of W.):nﬁd'and Honnsoor
Forests, to Captain R, H. BEDDOME, Officiating Conservator of Forests, dated Manan=

toddy, 28th, March 1861, No. 198 :—
SIR,

e mm o pmemm e D10 L have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of copy of -

.- ® Retarned. - . *‘:Ehe Proceedings® of Madras Goveranment, dated 16th March 1864,
»
ngs of the Governor General of India in Council on the

subject of the Hoonsoor Forests, and in compliance with your Memorandum which accompanied

. 2. 1 believe that on reference being made to the old correspondence filed in the dfﬁce of

in 1803 by His Highness the Maha

Company and himself. ‘ o
3. At this time IIis Highness was an independent sovereign and had fu!l power to hand

them over in any way he pleiised, and although it may have been stated in the original document
giving them over, signed, T waderstand, by his Prime Ministet, Poorniah, that they were given up to
e of the Gun Carriage Agency, it appears likely enough that he intended
far as the timber was concerned in perpetuity. An undisputed possession of
t of the Madras Government, during which period they transferred
them at least once from one Department to another-unquestioned, seems to confirm this view,
A reference to Poorniah’s Purwana giving up the forests would probably throw some light
on the subject, as do some letters either in the Office of the Comumissioner or Superintenden:of
ng the signature of the Commissioner or Resident, as he was then styled,

to give them up as
them for sixty yeafs on the par

Astagram Division, beari

in which the forests are mentioned as having been given over for the exclusive use of the

Madras Governwent, .
4. Itis also to be remarked that for very many years, not less than forty I believe, the

Madras Government have bad the right of catching Elephants in these forests and destroying
them, and was in consequence prohibited by the Mysore Government. This probibition w:s
.reiterated to my knowledge within the last two years.

d, and the two forests being worked together we are of coursa .

Division, it will be found that these forests were placed apart -
Rajah of Mysore for the exelusive use of the East India



6. T believe also that wer
well searched, many Takeeds wo
Talook authorities strictly to
The extent of forest thyg g
it, and Maps were made of
of Astagram Division,

Manating frq
rests for the

oned, ag
» COpIes of which I receq

¢ m the Mysore Durbar enjoining the
Preserve thege fo

iven over Was mentj

) well ag the number of hills comprised in
them

ved from the Office of the Superintendent
?. I I.mve Bow to reply to that parg of the report of (1
mentioned in Paragraph 3 of the Proceedings of the Goye
stated that the Hoonsoor Forests are being rapidly cleare
under the orders of the Madrag Forest Department,

8. No Superintendent of the

© Superintendent Astagram Dinsxor.v,
rnor General jp Council, wherein it is

Tehe got this information from I cannot tell, but
0 b f ] . . . .
I never allow a tree 4, be felled ;g ® felled, and jp g5, rather than ‘err on that side

Within half 4 foot of the smallest oi i t
. St girth allowed in the Fores
Department; sometimeg g young tree is in; 1 s
o) Jured or knocke i hen
of course it 13 squared apg brought to account, *ed down fn the fall of a large oo e
9. A steady and inte]

ligent European Oy
he has in obedienco 4o ev

: erseer ig in immed;
My orders squareq €ry top and bray

made of and brought them to the Depdt ; ang I ;
small logs and mistaking them for young tre
the next time you visit the Depst, for j¢ is

Piece by the former always having 4 frac
through, ° -

ate charge of the Forests, and -

h piece that any thing could be
" easily undersanq a stranger seeing these

ca
es, but ﬂ.ley 8re not so, ag Jou ean judge for yourself
casy to distingyish the root log from a top or branch

ture morg o less, while the latter are cut clean

d fell the best trees and those only, and
ure day, byt fell th

® stunted and inferio; when ripe with

per conservancy,
port owing to my having been
morandym reached_this. )

« (True Copy)

(Signed) R p. BEDDOME, Captain,

Oﬁciatz'ny Conservator of Forests,

No. 264.  From the Commissioner for the Governmentof the
‘ the Maha Rajah of Mysore, to the Chief Secre
dated Bangalore, 7th April 1864,

Sir, -

Territories of Iis Highness

tary to Government, Fort Saint George,
No. 4,812/33,

1. Having been directed by Resolutiop No. 937 A, dated 26th February 1864, of the
Government of India, to communicate with the Madras Government on the subject of certain

tracts of forest in the Heggadavencotta Talook of Mysore, the timber of which was formerly
felled on account of the Gun Carriage Manufactory at Seringapatam, under instructions issued
in the time of Dewan Poornia, I have the honor to bring the following facts to,the notice of His
Excelleney in Council,

Heggadavencoua Talook Cutcherry

sole use of the Madras Government.

d, young trees a3 well as old being cut ~

B e

e -
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e

rr' ev artment,
» re Madras Government, Revenue Dep.
Proceedings of th o i .

S —

Carri
hat on the Gun issariat Department,
2. It wouil‘d af:)i:zstassumed by the Commissariat P
ores
ment of these

t Conservancy, . ver
der the control of the Madraso f;o:;swhich the tiuber was applied no long
laced unde he specific Parp
have been p to me that the sp
3. It a,ppears

ment
i for the Madras Govern
i le whether there are sufficient grt({:ndsysore e P thovgh 1
isting, it may be questlom;b :vhich undoubtedly belong to Sioan e o hope tha;
existing, ion of forests long possession, . 2 hope (b
. ossession O . . ight founded on ng ! 2 on this grovad,
reta].mng ptbere s 8 prescrlp.t“’e uci ased to relinquish a claim base n this grov madras
e e Government will be P2 he Forest Conservan M
o
the Madras | o
ical inconvent
practxca

i tate
will necessarily arise frToxln tk I need scarcely add that the Mysore Sta
s e laloOK.
king in the sam
rnments wor ¢
and Mysoreu(:og; the existing arrangement,
loses reven

. is sold in Mysore
i the timber felled is so
as a portion of
is Grovernment,
+ment of the interests of this
to the detpm

ing abolished, the manage-
I and that recently they

1864, No. 832. _
ORDER THEREON, 23rd May mhe; to the Government of India and the
a

e tor of
 No. 265. ¢ the following letters be despe furnished to the Officiating Conservato
a

1. Resolved th and that copies thereof b

CommxssxonE;'l 01;30 :; d of Revenue for theu:With reference to the assertion
d the 2.
Torests an

3 Government
. be attention of the '
. e . ly cleared, t & Captain
nt of Indis, 208 Torest is being “P‘d, ernment reques
o Bl . 937, paragraph & o ite clear denial, but e oo
" February 1804, to Captal he next visits it. ' '
£ India will be drawn Il on this forest Whelr1 e Department of Public Works.
0 e to report specia ment of India in the Dep
Beddom Secretary 0 the Govern 1864, No. 883.)
To the e

(ere enter 23cd Moy he Territories of Ilis Highness the Mahé

. ent of t

Commissioner for the Govemm' -

s o nter 23rd May 1864, No. 884,

Ra'ah of Mys (Here . t ) |

) : *(True Extract. I
Signe . D.

(Sig Becretary to Govcrmnent'.

of Revenue.

'i'o the Board ting Conservator of Forests,

he Officia '
; :he Military Department

Exd s- To Aug“.‘tinn . .
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("ouncnl dated 26th February 1864; No. 937, regarding the Tloonsoor Forest, and to forward
". copies of a letter from the Commnsqoner of Mysore and of reports from the Acting Conservator

of Forests and the Assistant Conservator in charge of the Hoonsoor tract on-the same subject.- .

2. The Ioonsoor Forest was made over to the Madras Government by Ilis Highness the .
RaJah of Mysore in 1803, with the object of supplymw txmber for the Gun' Carriage Manufactory

H

then established at Seringapatam, - N . ]
3. In 1830 the Manufactory was removed to Madras and tbe foresb was made over to the

~Madras Commissariat Department. . Sy v

4. In 1862 the forest was transferred. to the Forest Department. S ~

5. The records of this Government do not :how whetlier the onoma,l grant of the forest
was absolute or intended to be in force only.so lom'f as the Manufactory was kept up ‘at Seringa.
patam But not only has the forest been for sixty years in the undisputed possession of. this
Government, but no question regarding the rmhb of this Government to it has been raised during
the thirty years which have elapsed since the specifi¢ object for which alone Mr. Bowring believes.
* the grant to have been temporarily made, was fulfilled - During the whole period of sixty years
the forest has been treated as Government property ,the timber haunrr been not only applied to

State purposes, but sold to the public. * ,. .
6. In paragraph 3 of the Resolution of the ﬁupreme Government it is stated that the

of Mysore objects to placing the Hoonsoor Forest under the Madras Forest
Department *as being preJudlcxal to the interests of the Mysore State, whose proprietary right
in this forest is undisputed.” In parawmph 3 of his (enclosed) letter to this Government he
repea,ts that these forests ¢ undoubtedly belong to the Mysore State.” No evidence is, however,
offered to support these assertions or to rebut, the stronfr presumptxon whlch unchallenged
possession for sixty years naturally raises against t}'em. .
7.~ If it can be shown that the original grant was not absolute the Madras Governmeng
would waive all claim on the plea of * prescnptlve rmht founded on long possessmn, and
recommend that the forests be 1mmedxately restored. But the ulletred tamporary character o£ -
the grant should be supported by reasonable evldence. .
8. Tt will be seen that the ASSlStaﬂt Conservator m charge of the Hoonsoor Forest beheves
documents likely to throw light on the nature of the grant will be found among the -
1 be forwarded to the Commxesmner in -

Commlssnoner

that various
Mysore records. A copy ‘of Captain Gib’s report wil

view to search being made for such documents. o

s

9. From not havmﬂ been”’ furmshed with the correspondence whlch Ted to the Resolutxon .

under acknoxwledvment (the Secretary of State’s DeSpatch No.14 0f1863 except=d) the Governor’

in Council does not quite understand the bearing of paragraphs 2 and 4 on the present question,

There would seem to be some confusion between Dr. Cleghorn s proceedings i in Mysore, on bekalf
of the Mysore Gozernment. who had then no Conservator of their own, and his proceedings as
Conservator of Madias  Forests, induding Hoonsoor, which, as already stated, has always been
regarded and trea,ted as belonging to the Madras "Government though situated within the

boundaries of Mysore Or perhaps the arrangement whereby ;

G 0.18th September $860, frem Govern«
ment Oflllslﬂ,tth Novembu- 1860, Fi- in 1860 C&ptam Gib was plaoed m char e . of the Madras
nancial Departient, No. 11,241, forests in Wynid and the ad_)ulmnw farests of the Mysore:

State, hispay being ra.ten,b]y charged to Madras and Mysore
has baen rms-undarslood. + This' la.tter arrangement had no. reference to Huonsoor whx h was

R
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of the fact that the Hoonsoor F
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. “impression,
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orest wag ¢

dence
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m
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wever, realij turns -
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Your most obedient servant,
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