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Proceedz'ngs of the Madras Government, Revenug Depaftment,
21st May 1864, = - ~

. Read the following papers :—

No. 241. - Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 3rd May 1864.

Read the following letter from J. SILVER, Esq., Collector of Tinnevelly, to W. HUDLE.
STON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Fort Saint George, dated Tinnevelly,
23rd April 1864, No.157. ‘ _

SIR, ,
Adverting to the Proceedings of the Board dated 22nd March 1864, No. 1,747, I have the

honor to forward copy of aletter from the Superintendent of Pearl Banks, dated 20th April, .

with parcel tickeb enclosed, reporting the despatch to your address of a package containing
Soorum, and detailing the manner in which this Mollusc is believed to injure the Pearl Oyster.

Ordered to be submitted to Gc;vernment, with reference to their Order; dated 4th April 1864,
No. 564, :

From G. A. PHIPPS, Esq., Superintendent of Pearl Banks, to J. SILVER, Esq., Collector of
Tinnevelly, dated Tuticorin, 20th April 1864, No. 8,
Sz ! .

1. With reference to your letter No. 395, dated 13th instant, cov'ering copy of the Proceed-
ings of the Board of Revenue, No. 62, dated 22nd March 1864, with the Order of Government
thereon, I have the honor to inform you that I have this day despatched to Madras per the
Steam Ship ¢ Arabia,” to the address of the Secretary to the Board of
Revenue, a package containing Soorum in spirits taken from the
Klathee Par off Tuticorin.

2. Trom what I can learn the divers seem to think that the reason the Soorum proves so

Ticket enclosed.

in urions to the Pearl Oyster is thus : the Oyster spawn settleson a bank, afterwards, the spawn -
of the Soorum also falls in the same place, in this way both begin to grow togther, but when the

Soorum is & few months old they say (six) it dies, and this putrifying kills the Pearl Oysters in
the neighbourhood. I think also that as the Soorum is always found covering the ground very
thickly, that it has the effect of smothering many of the young Oysters. . .

3. 1In the bottle I placed two pieces of Coral, called Coral Nutts, with young Pearl Oysters
atta,chea; in my opinion banks which are covered with these are of little value. The reason for
this is, that the Oyster spawn attaches itself to the Coral Nutt being uppermost, and not to the
solid rock, as soon therefore as the Oyster grows to any size, the coral nutt not being a fixture
rolls about with the current, and is washed off the bank, then the Oyster or all that happen to

_ be attached to it, are lost. ’ : . :
~_ 4 1t will be ebserved that the Soorum in shape, although smaller in size, is not unlike the
English Mussel, and it Las the tendency of collecting mud in a similac way.
(True Copy.)

o (Signed) J. SILVER, Collector.

" No. 242 From Cépia.in J. MITCHELL, Superintendent Government Ceatral Museum, to
J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George,
dated Madras, 11th May 1864, No. 54.

SIR,

1. I have the honor to return berewith the correspondence as per margin®* received with

‘Official Memorandum No. 75 of the 7Tth

instant, and to report as follows.

A 2, The Soorum is a Modiola of which- I do

_ not recoguize the species among those described and figured by Reeve. It bears a consid: rable

. resemblance in form and in its bristly covering to Modiola Barbatus, but this is only recorded as

an inhabtant of European seas and is ten timesthe size of the Soorum.

" # poard’s Proceedings, 22nd March 1564, No. 1,747,
* Order thercon, 4th April 1861, No, 564,
Board’a Proesedings, 8rd May 1864, No. —, with enclosure.
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21st May 1864,

4. 'Six* months appear a short life for any Molluse;

" We know that the
* Letter of Mr. Phipps, parag}aj)h 2

" comes to maturity in seven y
liveslonger thanthat ; but m
d this is belieyed to be the

ears, and certainly

. any of the bivalves
.are said to attain their fyl] growth in ¢z

of Molluscan life.© There i8,
correct in limiting the time to g
animal or vegetable matter is

€ year, an

fishermen may be
The presence of” decaying
» and if present for any lengh of
' n <. time its inflye

¥ Report on the Pear] Ogster, Paragraph 7, - remembered that Dr,
the Pearl Oyster is very tenacious of life ; that it hag great locomotive
of moving from place ¢

0 place ig inherent, and absolutely necessary in
move about in search of fooq if the supply becomes scanty, and

tance in the present inquiry, that it wiy Tove
impure, either from the dec, ition

Kelaart hag shownt : That
Powers, and that the power
early life. That it will
» Which ig of the greatest impor-
Jrom its original station if the water becomes

or muddy. Funhermore,
Y

and form a new one, it is
mothered by the Soorum, -

is stated in the lagt par.
i present - in'great numbe
- from any particular spot by ing it to migrate tg some spot frep
ral Nutg, one of these
' ‘ spicules’; the other con
* when a small portion was dis i he mie;
Tt would appe
e and silicea,

agraph, that the Soorum
IS, "cause ‘it to be absent
from that incumbrance.

is a fragment of sponge,
sists partly of limestone ;
oscope it left about half its bulk
ar, therefore, not 1o be a fragment -
Its"composition however does not

as the power of quitting it and of
ue it m’'ghg st wander from the
odiola, &e., ag cause o
S apparantly quite’
who are Constnily
ed.” It woulq be inst
i they may Possibly be only yo
—_—

.~ OrpeR THEREON,:‘21St May 1864, No. 871,
Resolved that the report from the Sy perir;rendeﬁt of t

communicuted to the Board of Revenue,
decision cun be arrived at,

It is tr
bank. Dr. Kelaait haq not mentioned the accumulation of M
the Pearl Oyster at Ceylon, 'The subject i
deserves careful watching. - I

bis only thogs
" whether this Moliuse is so injurious gg report
sent are the largest thay are Tound

f injury to
new to science, and therefore.
on the spot who can ascertain

ractive to learn whether those
uny shells,

ke Central Museum abt;ve recorded be

tconcur with Captan Mitchel that no

tion between the presence of the Sooruw ani the
absence of the Pearl Oyster until a much eloser observation jg made of the habits of the animals.

This Mr, Phipps should be insiructed to make, dnd th syl reported to Government. A supply

of full-grown Soorum and also of Chanks and any other Mollu~e supposed to be injurious to the
Pearl Oyster should be fo.warded in spiris. L o :

. (Tiue Extract.)

'

To the Board of Revenue,

Secretary to Government.
» the Superintendey,

t Goverament Cntrd Mussum.
Exd. 8. T, Augu tin,

R,

Pearl Oyster only :

nee would be fatal ; but it must be °
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