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No, 153, Read the following Jetter froui Captdln R.IL BLDDOME Oﬂ‘cutmv Conservatot
. .;\:'3 of Forests, to J. D, S[M I’sq - Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Foxl
? T Sa,mt George, dated Camp OOtacamund 9th Apn! 1864 No 847 — S 1

a

T K - : * . ‘} '
[ N 7 ’ . :
: - i - - - o

SIR, “"

2L ‘ W uh rcference to 1he Government Orders mary
' No. ; !;;% 21854& M?; 185 ;:. gmally quotnd [ have the honor to forward copy of a letter,

T z
L » 2,593, 11th December 1862, , from the Actmn' Assistant onsery
SRR VR ey 1863 s Conser ator, Anamallays, togethe

e ks

FT o h 646, 1ath Aprl -, g - thh a Statement shmung the measurementsat which th
. , 1191 4th July ., & - "

AR 1539, 21st el :: L phan in quee’um were paid for by Captain (now Ma‘]orj
R RS ” Bzme, tnelr outside measaremenr and their correct dock

R 4
5 L‘ . 1z

L }axd measuremcms IR .

R R PRI

.u&." A

2 Thlrty ﬁve planks have not as yet been found by Mr. Spruw and they are probably in,
"the bed of the river between Mumara and Ponany, as so much delay has already occurred in for3
;wardmﬂ this report I canaet detam it any lonver., ﬂ_‘ I DN o e

3. As Govemment are aware Captam Brme entered in a contract for the dehvery of 000:
Teak planks atthe foot of the  Colungode Txmber Slip at the rate ot‘ 1 Rupee per cubie foot, - AI[
‘axe-men and Contractors fha,d prcvmus to this been pald at f.he rate of Rupees 6 for g first class’
dock-yard plank (dOcL-yard measurement), Rupees 3-8-0 for a secOnd clase, and Rupees 2. 8-0 for!
a third class, other classes and rejected planks bemw pmd for arate varymv froma few Annas to;
Rupees 1-12-0 per plank, thls' 13 on’average of' about 4 Annas the cubxc foot only but Captam‘
Brine's contract however mcluded cartmrr or drarwmrr to the hcad of the Timber Slip, and slxppmg,

hxs might be taken at an averarre of 2 Annas ‘the cubic foot Accordm" to the orders conveyed |
in page 4 of the Forest " Manual Cdptam Brine had no right to enter into any such cont:ac(’;g
thhout the ratification of the, Consenator. Cagtain Morcran, then Acting Conservator, did nol:il
approve of the contract as the rates were etceedmrr]y high, but as advances had been given by;
Captam Brine, he did not stop the contract, but ordered Captam Brme to . personally superwse,
the measurement (vide Captam \forgmu letter to Government, No.. 842 of the th of March
1862, G. () No. 912, 1st May 186“’), this Captnm Brme, apparentl} refused to do; the measure-’
‘ments were all left to the Overseer, ;md Captain Brine appears to have paid down the large sum',’
‘of Rupees 11 ,877-0-5 without taking the usual precautions of checking some of the ineasure-i
ments ot thhout even havmo' seen one of the planLq. e SRR e Coae

i
©

l:’ 49 It; ‘now appears that Capiam Brme pald the sum of 11 847-0- Rupee\s;for fhe 5OL
P,anks, whereas if the planks had been correctly measured he should accordmg to his 6vm coh-
tract, have paid only Rupees 5 48440 for the 469 already re- -tmeasuyed, and ,taking the xmasmg
33 planks at the average of the others, i.e., 111\ cubic fect each, 41 [‘-4 0 should be a,dded to thig
sum, Whlch would nge a ‘sum total of Rupees 5 ,895-8-0 as the amr‘unt that Ou:rht to have beenr
paid against Rupees 11 877-0-5 the sum paid . to the Contmctor- the planks are
having been cut out of a pomon of the forest that had prevuously been worked by the Depart‘
ment and where no really good’trees were left ; our p’anks have generally averaued 13 cubxc feet
dock-yard measurement but these on]y a.verane 11-’ o P A N cprld

%

JENER SN

L4
very m!’enor,

T \‘4, A

3 7 : ’ ’ ! o,
B The outSIde measurement of the 469 plaan whlcb have been re-measured 13 8,907 cubxc
feet 808 mches, the measurement at which these were paid for (Sllpposed bo be dock-yard mea-!
“ure ment) is 10 858.1 .690},, ‘which is actuaﬂv 1,951.887} in extess of the .outside meesure-!
ment thlS clea,xly shows that the whole xransa:.non must have been ofa most fraudulent

- . . ‘V L ‘_"‘, ‘1« I \ ' “' S T » ‘h— ' ‘- T 7 3
nature.‘,_w,, g“"—;»wf,.w‘ R -

6" The correct total of tfze Overseer 3 measuremems is ll‘ SaG cublc feet 691} mches, and
Lnot 11 817-4.)«_% as entered n the ¢ list and at which the' payment was made,. o
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The planks Ime cost 7 as ful'
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ladras ("overnment, Revenue Department,
14m¢1aj 1861. '

e, O‘TS‘
N . Amount Pald b . . . . - T -
¥ Ca an ' - o . RS. AP
(amng (he plegks P Brme to the Contractor™ .., e L. 11,877 05
. T atmn ao dO._‘ o . . . . ,.,.)-0 0 0 -
.Haulmg e oL e .. L - 59 0 0
‘Seignorérre L .> UL ) ’:,I,. . ) e can ) i .
; 8¢ Paid on the tyocy folr e . st 8 0.
» T ';'36» t_ljeté felied (abon: Y trees), Lut an:ount wncertaia, - ~750 0 0
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but he faileq ¢q Lucsted to keep the accouat of these plimks separat® from

13357 & 5.
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Tota‘x sum Pold fu 504 pIaan

the O\e‘seer to whom

‘"Cmem astol, CaPU n Bnre cntruatcd the meu.sumverte fa! ly

ad had some years’ expericuce in it: this measurement is

ofa.Memomndum page 21 of Dr. Cleghorn’s Forest Manual,
est Sﬂbordmuec

Depirunent ; inile

Auams rote, tlat e must
easurcugens, allays., I cunsider,therc!

gh ¢k and that thele Lias been collusion with the Contractors;
t Aa;ac[er pr
Ra“"’e as Sub. Aas‘stmt Conscrvator, wheve he has done
do
o ubtedly ikrew very grcat tamptation into Lisway Ly leaving
W
a8 corcerned entirely in Lis bands, but this cannot excase

Unde i
rstang Cal,tam Biine’s reasons for refusing to supeTit terd
01‘ What, can ha

ain Bl ine ungd

cannot

ous o ot leasi cheeking some of the moasuremcnis, particularly
rdin‘lg for the planks at an av ernge size far greater than any -

‘ave scen that Le was payirg upwards of 20 Rupees for
reviotely even firt class planks had nct cost or.e-ihird
£ heve showa hin that if the cost of the establishment

the forest could ¢nly be worked at a loss.
Y has occureed iy fup rwarding this report, but it has been

3 B .
but OWing to hig sudde \ Cd“an Michael bad made arrangements for floating
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ithout great expenso and labour. '
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¥ stiil under ? " the end of the yearand then 7 -
HR25port ia the gt ver of were wixed Up"
35 a»ters the FlOutfr (lﬂ “hOSc cha!"’e all t
iks have smce turneq up, und 55 are grill missi
fo); Sol;ilwas "O'Dq to be m“d*ured but st tated th
Canara on g tour, and it would hase been very iz
howaver offered to be present 'if Captain T
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ith other
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tor in charge of the inamallu) s.
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RDER 'rnmu:ow, 14:h May 1861 No. 827.
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-2, At Captam Beddumes suvgestmn the

;« N e e Lo . ‘;'{. .
0. 0.13th April 1863, Ro. 616 eﬂ:ammauon was postponed* till the planks could ba

g T S T . N f‘cmel to Punany,v and Captain Brine, under whose
’?G- 0. 2}?‘ Jaly 1863, No, 1,853 31 © . . grders they were ériginally cut, was subscquentlyt
C% 07 informed that ifbe did not himself attend, or deputé

some one to be present on his beha‘f the Goxer.xment coull not ‘allow tne correctness of the
measurement to be questioned. ~ - . : ‘ :

i 3. . The enclosures to ('apuam bcdlom» 5 p'e~ent letter cnnexs‘o of a report by uIr. Asnatanﬁ
‘Coaservator Thomas. Spring,, who ¢r2ducs>] the measarements ; ; & Memorandum showiag (l)

.the rough, (2) the Qverseer’ s, and (-)) the Bombay. Dock-yard méasurement of the planks, and a,
Ceruﬁcate by the Bombay Txmbc' A"an whd was present dunmr the investigation.’ T
* 4. The original contract “3,, for 202 ylauks ta be duwe'ed at the foot of the Colunnode
Timber Slip, at the ratc of 1 Rupze per cubic foot; 501 pb.nl\s were actually cut and paid fors
Of these 35 hare not yet been fuunu ; tha roagh measurement of the 169 planks which have beent
evammed showed a eubical conte vt of 8,007 feet : the measuzement at which they were paid for
(sunpooed to be dock-yard measurament) is eubic feet 10,8383 and tho real dock-yard measure=
‘ment 5,184 feet, Cz\ptam Dem.ome points. out thit the f«ct of the Overscer's me'zSurement
‘belng ia excess of the roaﬂ'h meas s rcmmt shoWS haw !'r.mh‘enﬁ ‘the wnole trms*c'xon musb
have been, LA - AR :
TS, The amount actu xlly pani to thn Con‘ractor for the .)OL blauks was Rupees 11,877-0-5 a,
=1 theugh the correct total of the Oxcraeers measure<

Plank;. D%L::E!;iyrd O j‘f‘.\ S men s 1s 11, 856 culie feet and not '11,877. ‘The
R measare. | . T - . aymount which © should have been paid- at lhe
Cobio Fect| - .k A BT conlract rale is calculated by Captain Dzddome atj
‘: 4;2 Z:ﬁ:ﬁ::g ol 5!1“;;; :é’if’: :"j g ‘ 2upe.s 5,5895-8-0. * 7 Anexcess payment was there-':
|~ ~1 fore made amountmv to Rupees 5,981-8-5.9] %
sot | Bees) 1385 8 0 . _ 6. The  total cost to Govercment.of these,
B 1;’2;75 g ’g‘ N . phml\s is ca.lcu]nudm paravraph 6 of the Comer-
‘m——;} S > vator’s letter ab Rupeeslo,nG?’-S-o,whxch would give,

)

~ = ; B Ru;‘eeu '30-8-0 or thereabout as the price of each’
plank and Rupees 2-8-0 odd as the cost of each cubic foot of timber. . : :

7. The present m.ukct Value of the pl«mks at Ponany is’ et:ued Dby \Ir.. Spnnn’ to be
Rupees 1 14 0 per cuLxc foor ou whch the merchants seek a de&uctxon of 10 per cent. The
tolal procecds then of .the 504 plunks would be'

»

. .- - . 15,867 - R
f pooo _9_9_"1’__ coLete - about Rupees 99a0,\and the metloss to Govern-
L T §sAly ment on the transaction Rupees 5,417§ odd. 3

-8 Mr. Cabral the . Bombay,Government Tlmbcr Agent, vouches for the correctness of
‘Mr. Spring’s mole of measuxement anl for t.xe “ mme than usuai ly defec'lve character, and\

. EREERNS S i .
tbad tnmmn'fr of the timber. b s . , e

#

.9, In the Order quoted in paraﬂmpn 1 the Government resolved to awmt the recult of the
n.measurement of the planks be(’orp determining whether Overseef Leunon, wbo made the mea -
surementa upon which the money. Was autu'xhy disbursed, should be ‘ealled upon for any exPlana-
ition. It appears” from the Consetvator s report that this mdxvxdudl bore a high character as
Overscer, and has lately been transferred to the Kurnool I‘-ancre as Sub-Assigtant Conservator,
* Captain Beddome is 6f opmxon that in the matter of these plauks « ke must have wilfully falsxﬁed
¢ the ' measuréments” in collutxon with the Contractors, being unable . to Tesist the temptauon
aﬁ'orded }nm, by so large a transactxou being left entirely in his hfmds by Captam Dnue, L
- 10. -The Gov ernment are un#iiling to pass any decisive ordu' regarding this peraon withe
:out giving him an cpporuunhy of explanation.: At the same time thc circwwstances of the case do
'no., permit t"em to leave bim in rc~vun>xble charge of a Rang~, wiih such an am.uﬁatwn hanc.
,ing over him. Captmn Beddome will suspcn}l hlm a. once and mllicall upon‘ !um to, show causg

i

e N . P O
™ Wil

g S A B
& o B

e e e ——————



4‘.‘ -

and every facility should be given him to pre~ - - IERPU

¥ pare his dcfence.. The Conservator mll ta.ke cara that Z‘us i3 Zubmnted wﬁhm a reasoufble > '-.g
_penod say lbree mombs R . - s . . e
L If‘ pnra"raph 10, G 0 thb \Iarch 1863 No. 524 the Government remaxked that o L Tz

A wha_.teverkfaxl'ux"e ?f duty might be proved against the Ovei'seer, they would not consent to trans--- <, .~ %

. fer to him the entire responsibility for these false',inezisﬁ;-ements. "They further intimated that. .- Ly I

. Captain (Major) Brine had not,in the explanation then submntted shown any cause fora relaxa- B '.', .
‘ tlon in hxs favor of the Orders under whxch ho was declared responsxble for _the transactiep. -,7. C il : ﬁ‘ - i ,
12 Iis Excellency in Councxl rearets to ooserve that the preseut papers do not put matters A ‘~j S 3

‘m a more favoraole light as reﬂards this Officer, :ITe finds that not only was the contract entered ° g
-into wnhout permlssmn, and at unusually lugh ratee, but that Major Brme dubursed a larne 1
_sum (nearly 12,000 Rupeﬂs) without taking any precautions by Checkln" some of the measure- -~ _ _ - -y

. ments, or indced without’ even. havmrv seen ono of - the planks, - The. result is that he has paid- - . i
away ' nearly 6,000 Rup""s moro . than were due, even according “to his own contract.’; . The’ : }

. Government concur in the remarks xecorded in the Iatter ha.lf ofparafrraph 7of Captam Beddome 8’ ,
, ~letterunder:ewew . . B S N BN \. £
- 13, "Major Drine has already lef’c the I‘orest. Department “The Governm°nt now dnrect : o

' " msta mcnts from Major BnnCs pay and allowances. s

.. -, h ’ t T L
. . . s _ . e . 1
DU : y - . ' . !
) . ‘ = ’ S
T n i X . L : R T
' - - IS oas T - 1
. N v o - £ v }
Ny : L
P r oceedmgs Qf tke Zl[adras Government Revenue Department f. e 2
KRS 14/:31(;, 1861, . DS
e why be should not bo dlsmxssed It s‘xould be explamed to hlm that the pla.nks sta.ted by lum' : ' g
-to measure a given number of cubxc f«.et havm'v been _careful'y. re-measured have been found to e
. contain but little mOre than half o

T

.

.the quantity,

‘dxat for the gross uecrhaence which  he las evinced in the performance of his dutles, he be. - . S 3:
requlred to make good the amount paxd to the Contractors i in excess ofthat actually due to them, ooy
and vslnch sum is, as shown i in para'vraph 5'above, Rupees 5,981-8.5, 1 o L R

14.  The Controller of Mlhtary ‘Accounts will take steps to.' deduct thxs sum by monthly ‘ S
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