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V Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue.De]-Jartment,
28th April 1864.

%

No. 453. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 9th April 1864.

Read again letter from the Collector of Sea Customs, dated 14th March 1864, in Board’s Proceed-
ings No. 1,637, dated 16th March 1864.

Read also the following letter from J. II. BLAIR, Esq., Acting Collector of Sea Customs, to
W. IIUDLESTON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Madras, 18th
" March 1864, No. 315:— ’
S1r,
In reply to Board's Proceedmgs of the 16th instant, I have the honor to state that there are

no Government Warehouses available for bonding Spirits of Wine. Theonly Government Bond-
ing Warchouse at this port was, as the Board are aware, closed on the 9th March 1863,

From G, BANBURY, Esq., Acting Collector of Madras, to W. HUDLESTON, Lsq., Secre-
tary to the Board of Revenue, dated Saidapett, 2nd Ap:il 1864, No. 139,

Siw, ) o .
1. As requested in paragraph 8 of the Board’s Proceedings dated 26th February 1864,
No. 1,243, I have the honor to forward the report therein called for regarding Mr. Corbett’s
proposition to supply Alcohol manufactored at his Distillery to the Madras market.

2. The Deputy Collector of Madras has charge of the Abkarry Department, and 1 beg to
submit a copy of the report he furnished at my request. He  is unfavorable to the mtroducuon
of this new Spirit, fearingit would injure our Abkarry revenue. Supposing, however, this branch-
of our revenue should suffer to some extent, the deficiency would be counterbalanced by the
dutieslevied upon the new article in the shape of excise. Rungasawmy Iyengar, from para graph
3 of his letter, is of opinion that in order to comply with Mr, Corbett’s request, Sec ion 28 of
Act 19 of 1852, would need some modification; but the latter part of this Section appears to me
to give the Government power to make what alteration they may deem essential from time to time. ]

3. There isno doubt that if Government give up supplying the public with Alcohol, some- -
thing must be done to meet the necessary demand ; and as matters now stand the manufacturers
here are on a worse footing than those at Calcutta and Bombay, to whom the Madras market is
open. At present Mr. Corbett could, I presume, sell his Alcohol here if he exported it first to
Bombay and then re-shipped it to Madras; this certainly requires some amelioration.

- ' 4. We must, I presume, not,regard the proposed introduction as affecting Mr. Corbett
_alone, but open the market tg all respectable firms manufacturing Alcohol in this country.

5. According to Section XI of Act 19 of 1852 the Spirit would have to be brought to
Madras and deposited in the Bonded Warehouse ; and the chief point to be considered is with
regard to the duty to be levied thereon., It would of course be rateably 1ncreased accordmg to
its strength as shown by the Hydrometer. The Alcohol which Mr. Corbett proposes to bring into
the market, is, J am given to understand, 60 degrees above proof, which would bring the duty up
to 43 Rupees per Gallon ; the producing cost added to this would raise the price of the Spirit

_to mnearly 7 Rupeesa (Jallon or 1 Rupee dearer than what we now ‘sell at in the Commissariat

Godowns,

6. Thequestion then arises, whether this Spirit at 7 Rupees per Gallon will affect the sale
of our Celembo Arrack at half the price. I imagine that by adding broan sugar as coloring
matter, putting in some flavoring essence, and diluting with water, one dozen of Mr. Corbett’s
Alcohol would be turned into two dozen botiles of palatable spirit equal to tha “fine old Pine.
¢pple Rum,” sold at English public houses, and certainly, I should say, more wholesome to the’
consumers than the cheap Brandy now procurable at 6 or 7 Rupeesa dozen.

7. This beverage would thus be procurable at the same price as Colombo Arrack, and if
we regulated our Excise Duty accordingly, it would not signify as a matter of finance, which the
public selected as their favorite Spirit. In South Arcot Messrs. Parry & Co. supplied the
Arrack renter with Rum ; he retailed it to the public, and 1 always heard that it was quite

wholesome and free from any delcterious qualities.
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8. When Government required Alcohol for their own purposes, tenders might be solicited, ‘ '

as for the supply of other Commissariat articles,
and probably cbtain the Spirits of Wine at a chea

| T /Cg 7e
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9. Should this proposition of Mr, Corbett's be acceded to I would suggest that the : /&L

IIe might thus discontinue the manuficture
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Spirit be sold by respectable licensed Shop-keepers In quantities not less than one dozen, and that

a Freco
it should be accompanied by a pass as is now the cage with Drandy. I doubt whether practically )
our Abkarry revenue would be diminished :

i the Shop-keepers would not, I apprehend, convert h ) @4‘- GWWZ | éf& Z
the Alcohol into the colored Rum as abovementioned, 5o that the production would be confined . y
to a few private individuals, who were acquainted with the recipe, and who could only legally

themselves consume the result of their flavoring and diluting process. T ﬂ/\/é/ M&ua. é/ /élﬁ'( ; 70: Oﬁ %623
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Board’s Proceedings No. 1,243, dated 26th February 186¢. . /

varying with the strength of the Spirits, locally manufactured Aleohol may be put oa the same '
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footing as imported Spirits of Wine without danger to the Abkarry revenue, / /

under an Excise Duty

3. Mr. Banbury and his Deputy a
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trade in Spirits will be in any way affecteq by the proposed measure, It j 1s, of course, only con- ’ 74 Z
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means the country and foreign Spirits would be placed on the same footing in the market, and

the licensed retailers could supply themselves at pleasure with which
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would, of course, be liable to all the penalties of the law for retailing without license, of which ‘
however there is no more risk than under the present system of su
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system.
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No. 451 ORDER THEREON, 28th April 1864, No. 740, - - . ‘

The disposal of this subject must lie over until (he Bill for amending the Abkarry Laws of
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(True Extract.)
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\ : y ' No. 1,637. -

PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE, dated 16th March 1864, °

: Acting Collector of Sea Customs, dated Madras, 11th March .
1864, No. 288:— :

:‘ Adverting to.paragraph 3 of the Board’s I‘roceed??gs d;:t.ed 26th ultimo, No. 1,243, I have

‘ the honor to state that Spirits can te bonded in privaie Warehouses under the consolidated

Customs Act. . -

e e smeit

. =
Read the following letter from the

. co0 The ﬁoal-d were fully aware that private W:fehoué:s could_ besu::ef]t; bfu‘tNtFle question asked
| = was whether any Government Warchouses are available for bonding Spirils ol Wine a3 proposed by
Mr, Corbett. . '
. (A true Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) W. BUDLESTON,
: > ' Secretary,
’ o J. H. Blair; Esq., Acting Collector of Sea Customs.

Exd, J. Wright.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE

Dated 16tk March 1864
Despatched .

Received

No. 1,637,

.

Requesting to k
ment Warehouses are available

" Spirits of Wine.

now whether any Govera-
for bonding
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