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Proceedings of the Madras Govermnent, Revonue Department,
© 25th April 1864. s
JUTNPOURENS e oy
No. 407.  Read the following Endorsement of the Consulting Engineer for Railways, dated
. Madras, 12th April 1864, No. 202. ' . .

Read the following letter from W. S. BETTS, Esq., Agent Great Southern of India Railway, to
Lieutenant-Colonel P, P. O'CONNELL, R. E., Consulting Engineer for Railways,
Madras, dated Negapatam, 9th April 1864, No. 1 ,104 1~

Sir, .
1. Abouta year ago Sir Charles Trevelyan, when bringing forward his Financial State-

ment, said,  one article now charged'with an Import Duty of 10 per cent.isa material of industry
# 50 essential to the development of the great works upon which the future of India depends,
¢ that it is proposed to charge only a registration fee of 1 per cent. upon it. I of course refer to
“ Iron, The loss of revenue will not be great for after separating Iron mongery and Cutlery,
¢ which are used for domestic purposes, and which will still be chargeable with the 10 per cent.
s Duty, much the largest portion of the remainder is imported for the construction of Railways,
o and is either added, together with the Daty upon it, to the Capital of guaranteed Companies,
« the interest of which is made good out of the public revenue, or is entirely exempted from
« Duty under a privilege lately conceded to Companies more directly based upon the principle
¢ of private enferprize. Out of a total value of £1,087,464 of Iron imported at Calcutta in 1862,
« £549 608 was for rails alone. Machinery, into which Iron so largely enters, is on the Free
¢ List.”

9. Six sets of wheels for timber trucks have lately been’ imported by this Company, and
upon my rendering an account to the Customs authorities here, I entered the consignment a3
liable to the charge of 1 per cent. Duty. '

* 3, Application has siunce been made for the payment of Duty ab the rate of 10 per cent.,
under the plea that the lower rate applies to unmanufactured iron only, and that manufactured
jronis classed as Iron mongery. .

4. As Sir Charles Trevelyan specially mentions * Rails” as being exempted from the 10
per cent. classification, it proves that unmanufaciured iron was not alone meant to bear the
lester rate, I shall therefore feel obliged by your sabmitting to Government the question whether
Railway truck wheels are to be classified under the heading of ¢ Iron mongery used for domestic

purposes.”

Forwarded to Government for orders.
(Signed) P. P, OCONNELL, Lieat.-Colonel, R. E,,
Consulling Engineer for Ratlways,

———

Referred to the Revenue Department for disposal.
(Signed) A.J. ARBUTINOT,

Chief Secretary.

No. 408. ORrpER THEREON, 25th April 1864, No. 717.
Referred to the Board of Revenue for report.
(True Extract.)

i Deputy Secretary to Government.
To the Board of Revenue.

Exd. 8. T. Augustin,
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