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* Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department, -
Sth April 1864.

No. 83. Read the following lctier fram Csptain HENRY MANN, to J. D. SIM, Esq.,
. Secretary to Governmeont, Revenue Dopartment, Fort Ssiat George, dated Mercars,
Coorg, 15th Februsry 1864 — B

Sia, . _ -

‘1. 'l have the honor to request that you will submit the fullowing circumstances, and u;,
application founded thereupon, for the, as I trust, favorable consideration of His Excollency the -
Governor in Council, _

2. Having spent a long period of years in trading io the Chioa seas, my attention bad
become directed to the cultivation of Tea, and having been induced to consider that the Neil-
gherry Hills presented & favorable locality for the oultivation of the plant, I, about ten yesrs sgo,
determined to take steps for prosecuting it. B : o

. 3. Accordingly, while in the north of Chins, 1 took sdvantsge of the opportunity thus
afforded, and in conjunation with my fricnd Mr. Fortune, made a selection of seeds from some of
the best varieties of the China sbrub, and brought them dowa to Hongkong. Hero they wore
sown jn Wardinn cases, and these scnt by Sieamer to Calcutts :

4. Aunived ot Calcuitta the seeds were found to bave germinated and developed scedlings
in such quontity, that s large additional pumnber of Wardian oases had to be provided, into which
the excess was transplented, and the whole agsin went by Steamer to Madras. From Madras the
cases were forwarded to the Neilgberry Hills by carts with posted Bullocks, . ¢, by what is
familiarly colled transit.” - _

5. 1 enterinto these details for the purpose of showing to the Government how eatirely 1
was in earnest, for I owitted no precaution that could ensure the arrival of the plants at their
destiration in good condition, and it will be readily perceived that such & mode of transit
involved a very heavy expenditure. : : )

G. My plaots arrired at the Hills in April 1854 ;end 1 then expectgd (I think with some
rcason) that my difficultics in respect of carrying out the cultivation would cease. I had fully
250,000 healthy seedling plants of the test variety of Chios Tea ; and this, with the expense 1
bad gone to, and the proof affrdable of my baving swple capital to conduct the culture, proved
1hat ] was in earnest in my design, aud seemed to guarsntee fair, oot to say liberal aid at the
hands of the autborities, to my bold, because porel, enterprise. i ) _

7. But my disappointment in this was grievous, and the loss 1 may presume to ssy to the
Government and public 88 wellas to myself lamcatable. For long weary months I strove to
obtsin land suitable for putting out my Tea plaots in, but encountered only objections, diffculties
aod impedimeots. And all this while I had the bitter mortification of seeing the plants rotting and
dying off in (heir cases, until, with a remoant of but a few thousarnds, I had to resort to the
exireme measure of sending them scross ths Hills snd dowa into the valley below Neddiwuttum,
where s Superihundent planted them out and saved these last few thousands from destruction.

8. At last, after much doloy snd restrictive veservations oo the part of the Engineer of the
Juckatallab Borracks, 8 graot of land at Coonoor (dated tte 18th December 1854) was made to
me, being sbout 130 Acres in extent, of which 5 or so were forest and the rest grass land. I
was to hold it tAree yoars f,ce of kist, but 1 was not to cut the little timber or use water without
the sanction of the District authorities. This sanction was uh_imne!y given on the 20th June'

1855 ; but what did it amount to ? ‘ )
9. 1 cutachannel to ' use the water” by bringing it to my nuruw ut it, the water,
was shortly sfter required for some purposes of the Baniacks, so it waseticd off from me and
iny nursery plants killed in numbers in consequence ! T might cat down trees, but I was not to
remove them, They wero the property of the Barracks, for firewood, which they retained full
power to 83\, cut and cart sway ; they could make charcoal slso oo thespot; and io fact this use
of & forestof 3 Acres, nominally assigned to me on kist, has been going on ever since; and bis
J xcelleney in Council will understand with h?w lilttle power of cultivation on 1y part, whenit
ords tLe cpportunity of people straying about tiie place oa the ples of being Conlnc&, or: - .
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such like for firewood, or charcoal burners, and of turoing ballocks adrift at the risk of injuring
the Tea bushes, and oertainly of doing more or less damage.

. hat
10. However, such agit was, I weotto the fresh expense of tnh‘nz up oll ‘hl. p;li:nud‘xe:n
had been put out below Neddiwuttum, carrying them back across the Hills, :"o‘:);‘-“l’ sotirg
on the land at Coonoor. This remoant was of the paltry number of about 7,000.

- - -11.- Finding the absolute necessity of having some forest land for my nm'serieo ifl :;l‘::
carry on the cultivation of Tea with the prospect of success, I, in Seplembﬂ’.ls*’s' ":‘“"m ose
Collector to grant me a piece of forest land of moderate extent nesr Burliar for this purpose.

I reminded him of my Beavy loss of Tea plants befure, and I told him that I was about return.

ing to China and purpose to bring a farther supply of them, but that before incursing so
serious an expense, I must bo assured of baving land to plant them out in.

12. On the 2Tth September the Collector wrote to sk, with reference to the ** great

opposition” of the Government to the destruction of the forests, whetlier I would defer cutting
dowa ** any portion of forest”

granted tome till it bad been ** ascertained” that my thea Ten
plants would give ** good Tea.” .

13. T replied on the 20th idern, that if the land were graoted I would engage to comply
with his wish,

14. Onthe 10th October the Col
“ recommend 80 much Sforest”

would recommend that I might fell *“ 2 Cawnies as a ny

bereafier, but apon the clear undersunding that, until the succers of tLe existing experiment

were fairly tested, I should not touch a tree beyond the * @ Cawnies.”
15. On the 29th December 1855 the Boar

d of Revenus was pleased to pass orders that

* under the circumstances represented” the Collector wag authorized ¢o graat mo ** 2 Cawnies

of forest land on the Neilgherry Hills for o oursery for Teq Plants on the conditions propnsed !”

16. Thus disappointed, foiled and thwarted ot ¢very tumn, I was driven to the virtusl

abandonment of my desired enterprise. I beg his Excellency in Council to comider that the
quantity of plants I had brought successfully to the N eilgherry H;

lls would bave flled o large
nursery but a cultivation og o large scalethat I was
: d, it proved successful, Tea would have at once become
sn established culture on the Neilgherry Hills to the Profit alike of the Gorernment and the
public, the former in the unlimited sale of its waste lands

: h . adapted for the purpose, and the latter
in the opening to it of g new and valusble branch of industry ; while on the other if resultiog in
failure, 5ot only would the Jogs bave fallen exclusively v

serious and damsging in its exten

Poamysell, but it must bave Leen most
t.
17. But the haggl;
land seemed to show
money, the anxiot

Neilgherries, and I dared not 0 of Tea on the

Ty ily in doing what I bad intended,

and of which 1 informed the , Vis., in . ym 8,

supply of Tea plants from China, 1 way compel d"Pf“ W dl;t:':t' h“‘lnz :'W‘M * furber
18 Coorg attracted me, and I was indye oF € sewbere,

eountry. Since that time | bave planted out, fo

Acres of Coffee in Coorg, whi

ch I mention not
vince the Government that I wag earmest in w
ample means fo.r CcarTyiog out to o similiar ¢x
19. Relieved at thi, day from the urge

I recur to my early predilect;

100 for t1hat of
the bope that it will give ity consideration to

and that it will feel justiged in sceordip
both as the pioneer of Teq culture on 1}

lector answered my s

Pplication formally. Ilo could not
as requested (20 Acres)

to be doomed to destruction.” Dut he
rsery,” and that more should be given

Plaotation ; that it was no experimental
prepared for, and that if, on the one han

* 2 Cawnies” of
time, labor snd

OF myself and i conjunction with friends, 2,600
In any idle spirit of boasting, but simply to con-
bat I uodertook, and 1hat | Aad the command of
tent the cullivation of Tea, :

bey of outlay, upon this Coffee cultivation in Coorg,
Tes, and 1 venture to come befure Government in
all the circumetances i which 1 bave becn placed,
gto me the favorable Position I am about to solicit,
° Nedgheny Hills and o one who is jn o position to

@ e G )

o r . r ¢ Revenue Dtparlmenl,

wn—

(1 .14 en .ded lh. h

i ion on Coorg, I have porsevered in keeping

20. :\.'o“.'hh.u&dh;i;y l:):g::s;:fi:‘::::;:r, and thm'ghue secured a nucleus for seeds
up the c‘.;luuuon of the 1I e planutiom. Capital for such an objoct being now at my command,
ol “edlm‘s. o open o .l:g'll': in this ; and with this assurance I tru.t t?\e Government will .be ‘
my desss s 10 e2ge ﬁ"; :;lent of 2,000 Acres of land, upon terms wl.m.:h I would leave to n;
p\c“ﬂ‘.l . ‘°°°'d. " m:ni:!ention of such claims as I may be deemed individually to poueu..“d
]ibe'l“;"yl'“i:::: :: beg Iis Excellency’s temembrance of the terrra Goveromeat was ple

n

::o;un: tz my successor in the work, Ar. H. D. Rae.

hus to obtain is o extent of 2,000
i to that the land I seek t :
2l. Io c:rd:.i‘:::.b?dle;:{“n ning south-east snd south-west of the grout'ld now :::i
Alcmedoff‘mg\in::om cultivation near Mailcondah. This place, I may observe, is too r
or .
;r:: Ootacamund for the timber to have any value as firewood

. il 1864, No. 574.
J Oapea THEREON, S5th Apri . : N y
o o ent regret that Captaio Mann was disappoioted in obmnmil l:.e Land he desired,
m . . 3 e
b t:h. 3::::comply with the request contained in his letter above recor
ut they

(Signed) J. D. SIWm,
Secretay lo Government.
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