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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
4th April 1864.

No. 58, Read the follo'wing letter from Captain H, W. DALY, Ootacamund, to J. D. SIX,
Esq., Secretary-to Goverament, Reveuue Department, Madras, dated Ootacamund .
February 1864 :— \

Sz,

1. It has lately come to my knowledge that Goverament contemplated baving & Tea Plan.
tation here for the purpose of raising seeds and acedlings for distribution to the public *“at cost -

" price, plus & fair profit.” I would beg respectfully to be allowed to make a few remarks on the
subject,

2. Nearly three years sinco I became conviaced of the success of Tea cultivation on these
Hills, TUntil tbe present time no Governmental sid, such as bad for many years been extended
to it in Bengal, bad been afforded it here ; on the contrary, Sir Cbarles Trevelyan bad announced
that it would be the policy of the Madras Government not to extend aid to private enterprise
when it had taken up s cultivation and was in s position to aid itself. More recently I find that
the Government Tea Plantations on the Hemalayas were being advertiscd for eale, the Govern-
ment of the empire proclaiming that Tea cultivation had been sufficiently rooted in India, no
. longer to need its fostering care, Not anticipating that at this juncture the Madras Government
would enter upon the cultivation, I bave been led, lately, to purchase as the nucleus of & Tea
Plantation, s property at Kulbutty, consisting of above 17 Acres of land, six of which are under
Tea Plants (say 6,000 in number) partly bearing secd ; for which, with a house on it valued at

7,000 Rupees, I paid a total of 20,000 Rupees a further sum of 3,000 Rupees has since been
expended on the property,

3. As T understand the Madras Goverument sre now procuring seeds from the Norib-
west for their contemplated Tea Plantation on 'these Hills, the cost price of which will alone be
the expenses of transit, it is clear that the produce of the plants ruised from their imported sceds
should cost less thaa the produce of my plants which have already stood me in above
2 Rupees each. Tbe locality of Kulbutty is peculiatly adapted, from the dryness of the climate,
for the production of seeds and scedlings; on the growth and sle of which I am chicfly
dependent for the success of my venlure, Government competition would simply entail ruin on
my enterprise.

4. Two hundred Acres of land adjoining my Kulhutty property bave been applied for by
me, for tho purpose of extending my cultivation, and are being advertised for sale at the next
auction, in the District Gazette. I have, however, requested the Collector to postpone the gale
pending this reference to Government, fur under existing circumsfances 1 cannot prosecute my
cultivation or incresse the scope of my operations, without some assurance from Goveroment on
the subject. If Government do not deem it expedient in fairness to private enterprise, to leave

itto its own resources, may I bumbly beg that Gorernment will relieve me of my venture by
purchasing it at cost price,

5.. It sppears to me that Government cannot have been fully apprised of the existing state
of the Tea cultivation on the Neilgherrics. There are now twenty-one individuals engaged in it ;
there are four cultivators in this Presidency who are supplying seeds and seedlings of their own
growth to the public, and Mr. Mann and I will be able to do so next year. Toa seed is
sbundantly available at Calcutts, and is being advertised for sale by Messre. Arbuthnot & Co.
of Muadras. Imay further add that several persons bere abundantly possess the finest kind of
Tea plants, viz, that of the green Tcashrub: and I believe that every known variety is
slready on the Hills. :

6. In conclusion, I trust the Government will pardon my respectfully coliziling & reconsi.
deration of the subject of establishing & Government Tea Plantation on these Hills, and of its
injurious bearing on the prospects of mysell and others who bave already eatered upon the
cultivition of Tea.
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Proceedings of the Ma

dras Gorernmcnf, Recenue Department,
“Ath April 1561,

Oanea TRERZON, 41h April 1864, No. 562,
tablishing & small Tes Garlena

t Ootacamund for the supply of Tea
Nters, of ex perimeming on the

best mode of culture snd nltimatly
of alfording means of instruction to the emplayis of Plioters, was entertained by Go."mme:t
zolely for the Lenefit of the pl.mling cominunity, It was Beccnsary tora'e that the price of the

seed supplied frum thae Gardea ghouli] include o profit, because otherwise private enterpris®
woild be interfered with, bat the making of 81y profit
decision.

did oot influence G?vemmcnl io their
58 becn ohjected to ouly by Mr. Rae and Captain Daly. ThO'

salso to bave brouzht (he suhject befure the * Neilzherry [Tl:mtcu
Association,” but fiom the Teport given of the procced'ngs of the Meeting in the ‘.\'cl'g!""'.y
Excelsior,” iy appears that the Comm:t es Renerally disscated from hs proposition that the inte -
Position of Government wAS unuocessary and woy!

former gentleman appea-

d be ivjurious, and 1hat AMr. Rae coovequently
withdrew Lis motion 1o that eff ct.

3. Asalready stated the
matter, and if the Planters g

have no wish to nsintain tl e
Collectors of Coimbatore, Lilavar,
Perserering in the my ter, after eon

. M .
Government have byt the interes:g of (he peblie in view in this
eneraly evnsider by,

intorvention undedirable, the Goveramen:
Proposcd Tea Garon, The Gorernment resolve to call upoo lb:
10 report on the necew'ty of Goveramen
P'anters in their Dustricts.,

it the Proposals c.ntained in his Icticr oo

Silem and Madury
sulting the leg ling

4 Capuain Daiy will b, inforined

inadnissivle,

(Signed; J. D). SIM,

’
Serrcturv la Garsro=on
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