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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
_ 9th January 1864.

No. 92, Read the following letter from Captain R. H. BEDDOME, Officiating Conserva-
tor of Forests, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Becretary to Government, Revenue Department,
Furt Saint George, dated Madras, ZSch December 1863, No. 796 :—
Sin, . : !
1. I have tho honor to forward copy of a letter from the Assistant Conservator in charge

* of the Neilgherry Sholahs, and copies of Petiﬁons from the Firewood arid Charcoal Contractors
. ot Ooucomnnd T - -

2." At the annual nle of the Firewood and Charcoal con!ncll it was not supposed thet any
large Sholahs in the vicinity of Ooucamund would be sold otherwise than through the sgency of

* ethe Forest Departwent.

8. The unexpected sale by Mr. )[clvnr of two Sholahs near O)tacamund of course throws
'y large supply of wood into the market, and the parties who purchased the contract for the year
must become a=rious losers. If the Sholahs had been felled by the Forest Department, or if
Mr. Mclvor had acted in communication with our Departmont, the timber though felled and
stacked would not have beensold until the expiration of the existing contract.

. 4 - The contract to fell in the Davi Sholsh for the present year was sold for Rupees 3,650,
but il at the time of the auction it bad been stated that two Sholahs 5 or 6 miles nearer Ootacs-
mund would be put up to auction during the year there would probably bave been no bidders

_atall)

5. Under the circumstances of the case I consider it but fnlr that the Contractor’s instal-
- meat shoald be reduced as proposed by the Assistant Conservator, in fact it will not Le pussible
for them to pay tho hiigher amount ; this will bowever upset all our Estimates, the profits of the

. . Departument will by reduced two-thirds, and I am afraid that the Forest Department will not be

able to cover its expeases for the year, particularly as the procceds of the Sholiba now suld (sod
which Lave bozn conserved by the Departinent for some years) mll be crodited to lhe Chiochons

. Plantation and not to the Forest Deputment.

_}Xo. 93. . : Oabper ﬂuuou, 9:th Janusgy 1‘864 No. 47.

Mr. McIvor will inform Government of the sum realized by the ‘sale of
b
Sholahs referred to, and rongbly state the quantity of wood sold. - of the wood in he

S A ~ (Sigaed)_J. D. SIM,
.. . Beorctary to Government.

' . . . .
. -

Ezxd. 8 T, Avgustin,
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