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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
26tk February 1864.

No. 3%9. Rcad the following I’roceedmrrs of the Board of Reévenue, dated I6th January
) 1863 :—
Read the foﬂowing letter from the Acting Collector of the Vizagapatam District, to the Secre-
tary to Government in the Revenue Departm‘ent dated 5th January 1£63, No, 4

1. Ordered that the above letter be forwarded to the Secretary to Governdent to whom
it is addressed. . .

2. The Board need scarcely say that it was far from their intention to &eprive so valuable
a class of Officers as the Deputy Collectors of any customary or appropriate title of respect, and
that their Order was prompted solely by a desire to prevent the use of an uncustomary, inappro-
pn‘g\te, and incongruous form of address : such a form as is calculated to producé a grotesque and
ludxcxous efI'ect, rather than to add prestwe to the posmon of the individual.

- 8. No native gent‘eman of mtelh«ence and proper sense can fail to perceive that the come
bination of European courtcsy prefixes with Oriental names and designations conveys anything
- . H L3 . - - =

but the impression that the person making use of such combination desires to offer an acceptable
testimony of respect to the person addressed or referred to, and where the contrary notion

exists, it is desirable to dispel rather than to encourage it if the self-respect of the class‘is to be

developed.. o - <

4. The Board do not admit that the custom is generally adopted, as stated by Mr. Carmi-

chael. Itis a very recent, very partial, and in their opinion very ill-judged innovation, and

they are not aware that it has ever been sanctioned or approved by Government eicher expressly -

or tacitly.

N ——

No. 330. Proceedings of the Board ofR°venue, dated Ist Oclober 1863 No. 6, 217.

Read the following letter from D. F CAR\lICHAEL Esq., Collector of szanapatam, to -

J. D. S, Esq,, Secretary io. Govemmem, Revenue Department,’ dated Bolarum
e 4th September 1863, No. 687 | - o

Sig, ' . - _ ' :

» .

1. Some httle tlme ago, in writing to the Bqard abqut one of my Deputy Colléct;r;, I
-elluded to bim as « Mr. Ja,mant]&yukulu." By return of post, an Official Memorandum reached

me from the Secretary, observing that * the combination was most incongruous,” and desiring me
not to repeat it. Other Collectors lately have added the aflix of Esquire; when addressing their
Deputies; and the Board have now requested these gentlemen and myself “to take care that
¢‘thig mconnruoua and absurd use of the English honorific title of Esqmre be avoided in all
“oficial notices, in connection with the names of Native Deputy Collectors.”

"70 - - - ) .
2, DBoth g_)vy’esteemed friends, the Deputy Collectors of this Distriet, are aggrieved at being

_ thus shorn of the courtesy prefix and affix to their names; and it is also painful to me to be

required to discontinue modes of address, which I have heretofore adopted towards native gen-
flemen of their standing and education. I venture therefore to lay this appeal ﬂﬂamst the
Board's Order before Goverument through the Board

‘8. 1 submlt that the obJecuon raised by the Board of “ incongruity” can hardly stand in the

present day. “We have Indian Baronets and Indian Kmahts why not Indian Esquires and Indian .

Masters? The two latter designations are always accorded in England to unti:led Indian gentle~
men visiting that country, and are never refused by Englishmen in this country to any member
of that class, who, by studying our language and adopting, as far as may be, cur manners and
customs, entitles himself to be addressed as one of our own countrymen in a similar rank of life.
And if this cluss of the native gentry choose it, why should official authority step forth to interdict

" the practice ? To anglicized Hindu gentlemen, like my Deputy Collectors, to be spoken to or written

off as plain Venkatuswami or Narsing Row conveys a positive slight. In addressing them, orally
or in writing, T should be obliged in the vernacular to add an hoporific, In the same way they
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- To the Boaré of Revenue,

artmell't;
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Del

. 96¢h February 1864 e

paren—

’ jal, without ‘
‘ : , e of a menl ], wi )
bserve that we never speak to Europeans ot East Indians above the grad
. observe

fans .above "
0 or East 1ndians’
the Mr., and that we never omit the Esquire to the address of Burope:};s o atment 1059 kind.
f . 1 .
t,he ra&e of Shop-keeper ; and they are naturally aggneved to meeb wi ld < hether 10 do :
° gt& Tt may be doubted indeed whether these terms can 1ega.“,‘yy' be W ong ;r Jatopeans OF |
* M 3 ’
s0 i3 not contrary to law or to usage having the force of law, Weare “; ¢ Mr. Justico Plack=
) T4 . \ . :
Natives, the servants of the East Todia Company, but of the Quf:en 5 5“‘ ~en. though not what
stone ca:n be relied on for his authorities, it is clear that these Tudian gont ef \ ,founh class, i €0
. . e N
s ot matalite, nor yet Esquires by patent, are still Tsquires of th e of tho
‘hefcalls armigery matation, BOF I = i holesrned Commentator, * are Justices O 57
. Y Fo .
by virtue of their offices; “such as,” continues the learne et that & Deputy Collector
Peace, and others who bear any office of trust under the Crown. Now, ifod requires
and Magistrate holds an office of far higher importance and trust than the office spe S e next
no demonstration ; and if they are Esquires, they must neods bo Masters too, for that 13 )

¢
Jower grade ; being the equivalent of gentleman, and ¢ gentlemen” says our text ¢ be made gOOd‘.
cheap in this Kingdom.*” '

. In DBengal the practice appears to prevail of afixing * Baboo” to the names of all
respectable IIindu officials, and « Maulavee” to those of all respectuble Mahomedan officials. |

- Dut s would ot W Aecepteble ere y Where the coveted tiles amongst these classes are the,

Tanalish ones. These titles are unitversily granted to non-olficial Natire gentlemen'al Madr.a.s, ‘,
and even to officials on non-official occasious they nced not, the Board have ruled, bo denied.
Taitworth while to keep up the distinction?- )

8. Oue point more deserves special notice, . There is a gentleman named Srinivasaya, who
is o District Moonsiff or Acting Principal Sudder Ameen. It has been remarked to me that he
alone of all native gentlemen appointed to the Bench has been styled © Me.” by the Ilig;h Court
Registrar in Notices in the “ Fort Saint George Gazette '

Q . - . . . » .

7. M Erinivasaya, 1t seems, some eight or ten years ago, became & convert to Clristianity.
Surely that can give him no claim to the title. If it doas, then the state pf the case is this.
There is a designation coveted by a large number of educated native officials of cognate rank

but granted solely to that native official who has embraced the faith of the paramount nation, It
cannot of course be intended that any favor should be shown to the one above the other, and i
the two titles of Mr. and Esquire ot either of them are considered inadmissible at all, they thould
be declared so in the case of every native official, of whatever creed, . But I trust that they wil
be allowed to all office-holders of the higher grades who are sufliciently anglicized to desire t

adopt them, '
, —_— 5
Ordered that Mr. Carmichael’s letter be submitted to Government, '

No. 381.

ORDER THEREON, 26th February 1864, No. 852, -
1. The Goveinor in Council observes that the

- considered and decided when the appointment of Deputy Collector was constituted, and he se

no reason to disturb the Board’s Orders on this case, Which are in conformity with that decision
2. The titles of « Mr.” and «

Y saniva’? . . .
o Esquire” are purely English, and the withholding of then
in oficial correspondence {rom native gentlemen neither implies discourtesy nor sffords jut
. . . . .
ground _o.f complam-t. Due courtesy can be shown to natiyo geutlemen without attaching incon
gruous titles to their names,

question raised in thig correspondence wa

“(Tive Extract.)

"(Sigred) J. D. SI1M,

Secretary to Government.

Exd. S. T. Augustin,

e

e ——— -

: : - ‘ (True Copy)
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I . STANDING CIRCULAR, No. XXIV.
Board No. 1,663,
ProcrepiNgs oF THE BOARD OF REVENUE, dated 17th March 1864.
Sco Order of Governinent dsted 26th February 1864, 1: Under insFructions from Government,
: No. 352, R. D. . and with reference. to- paragraph 11 of Board’s i
| Circular dated 10th May 1839, No. 1,0%9,
Collectors are directed to avoid in future the use of the titles * Mr"” and « Esquire,” in their

official corresponderce in connection with the names of Native gentlemen in the employ of
Government.

} 2. The Government have remarked that these titles being pui'ely English, the withholding
: of them from Native gentlemen, can neither imply discourtesy, nor aflord just ground of complaint,

, . and that due courtesy can be shown to Native gentlemen without attaching incongruous titles to
| their names, '

(A true Extract.)

\ (Signed) R.A.DALYELL,
{ : - o- - Dul-Becrevary.

| (Signed) IL M. C, KELLY,

Acting First Assistant, :

To All Collectors.

Exd. J. Wright.
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) Ho All Collectors.

Dated 17th March 1864.
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Board No. 1,665.
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