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~ - Procecdings of the Madras Govarmment, Tooroo -
. - T Lt T TR R - vernment, Reuenug D i
TR o2nd February ised, o Periment, B

o -

Ly . No, 308, . Read the following letter from Messre o o

A " ARBUTIINOT, Chict sezetraor? feésﬁl‘:v et e oo fo the Honorabe 4., 3, '
A /> ‘ - . ' 19th February 1864 ;- , - overnment, Fort Saint: George, dated Madras, '

- Sig, . : ‘ '

/ We have the honor to request you will be good enough to submit the enclosed ) R
ed correge r

!
1

" pondence, with ¢ ino i . . .

‘()Jouncil. » with the f°“°wm»° remarks for- ﬁf_e conmderam_)g of Iis Excgllency the’ Governor jp cf
. 2. Onthe 21st January, the Ship « Canning”* fro T . .,

C- :Inl;sc;gfnie;:s c:zrgol,],_destined-. fur, M'exdras.-” Sheo l;ega;n i;(c);gz:t?:::; i;;hgtisiz?idi.lwith a
. Agents, re a,:;l, N n.OtWIthstandmg there still remained some 300 Tonso t y dr'l‘l s out
, gents, regardless of the interests.of the Consignees of cargo, deeminer- it advical o deliver, her
: ) l?en.eﬁt .that she {should hasten to Pondicherry, for cargo, a:in’d to Sav: :h 2 Vlsab.Xe for the ship’s
taking in ballast, applied to the Acting Collector of Sea Customs to allowe tvhe:s;;.the éxpense of
1P a port cleap.

ance with the ~300 Tons still on Board. A port clearance wag granted and the shj left :
y H . €1t )
’ 3. Wesubmit that such a proceeding was quite unjustifiable. hiﬂhiy Prejugi 1 :’ul(‘:loads.
? -3 c1al to
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! : 4. The enclosed correspondence will furnish all 1h
‘letter to the Acting Collector, marked A, and requesting seoti:c?xglint:];oc:se.h In rcjply o our
was permitted to proceed to sea with so large a portion of her careo und : J the - Conning
Collector sent us letter marked B, enclosing atsame time copy of Iett:r— to (;Nered fhe doting
. I?Iessrs.. Arbuthnot & Co., the Agents of the ship. * Messrs. Arbuthnot &‘Clm’ (;narked ©) from
) ‘ | itself. They confess that it would be very desirable for the ship to tak o g1 peaks for
, . cargo she bad on board undelivered, as ballast, and request the (gl o e 300 Tans
po.rvt‘ clearance, adding “ We shall make our private ai'rangements with thee:)t o .to grant her 4
_*“ in respect to re-imbursing them for its fu'l cost, in the'event of any accident ;’":‘gt.lees of eargo .
K T%mt the Collector in the exercise of his official capacity-, should have tak . aUl.ng fho ship."
. with our property, without ovr concurrence, by granting Messys Arbertlhupon hlms,elf b0 deal
’ solely fo.r the benefit of the ship, we deem highly repreh:nsible .Ifs "}'1 not & Co,’ request,
be permitted, it would appear that Consignees of cargo are entirelty at t:huc o Of' procedure
who may cvade their obligations to an indefinite period to suit theire zigizs:f "Hip masters,
. S,

. 5. In Messrs, Arbuthnot & Co.'s letter to the Colloctor of Sea Cust
give th.eir assurance * to re-imburse full cost in the event of any accidento;nsf-(]?arked , .they
buf this is iqconsistent with a letter we have receiv\ed from them in which t; N u(;g .the ShlI.) "
‘(“ldém én.y,re_spoisxbnh.ly, ns‘lhey remark ¢ Yo}lr recourse in event of your bein:yd lsi‘:mcll_y s- .

-Laptain’s-act 15 against himself—an Agent (as you ‘Probably are aware) g damnified lfy the
Th}xs by the goods being carried on we are told we are anprotected (th Il>s 1_10t S pomsible.”

) which covered thewt till their arrival in the roads having expired), and sh ° 1 clicy of Insurance_
a wreek, i.f Messrs, Arbuthnot & Co.'s position is corre:t,. we have,no o: 0: d lt h.e vesse_l become
the Captz.un and owners, and consequently be compelled to seck red o o aorh ot vare
We mention this to show how prejudicial such conduct must * be to C s o country.
the broad principle which we contend for is, that the ship should iv"nSIgD?‘:’S o curgo. Dt
of her cargo according to Manifest before clearance is granted. Theg;'acetf)f SahS&Cto‘ry B
on boarfi fur ballast and taken to another port, cannot possibly be gOOds bem.g retained
accounting for them, | o 0t Yy be considered satisfactorily

6. "With reference to the Actine Co! or’ »
‘ | . g Coilector’s query as to why we did j i
; t\‘iO days.the vessel remained in the roads after clearing, we caniot see hI:):: ::J?t' fhm'ng =
will bear upon the fact of his having, ¢8 we submit, impropeily graptad~=" = L s
L ;,,—w e .m-»n—auj
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L PT_‘O ce edz'ﬁgéf of ;l,é- Madras Gover}amelzt, Reuenue:‘Depwrtment,
S - 22nd Febrmry 1864, '

o -

ARBUTIINOT, Chief Seeretary to, Government, Fort\Saint.George,‘ dated Madras,
" 19th February 1864 ;= o ' .

1. We have the honor to réqﬁest you will be good enough to submit the enclosed correse

'pondence, with the following remarks for- the consideration of' I1is Excellency the Governor in
Couneil, : Co - . )

2. Onthe 21st January, the Ship « Canning” from London arriveq in these roads with 4 -
miscellaneous cargo, estined . fur, Madras,. She, began and continued discharging uptj] ab out
the 9th instant, when notwithstanding there still Temained some 300 Tops to déliver, her

- Agents, regardless of the interests.of the Consignees of cargo, deeming- it advisable for the ship’s
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benefit that she should hasten to Pondicherry, for cargo, and to save the vessel the expense of

teking in ballast, applied to the Acting Collector of Sea, Customs to allow the Ship a port cleay.
ance with the 300 Tons still on Board. A port clearance was granted and the ship left our roads,

3. - We submit that such a proceeding was quite unj ustifiable, higi]ly prejudicial to Congje.
nees of cargo, and Inconsistent with a reagsonable construction of Clause XLIX, Act VI, 1863, al?d

- must entail considerable loss and inconvenience to Importers of cargo, if the Collector of Customs
is permitted to exercise Lis own discretion, and allow the Agents of a vessel to geta port clearance

before the Captain has fulfilled his obligations and liabilities ag per Manifest and Bills of Lading,
4. The enclosed correspondence will furnish all the faets of the cage, I reply to our

"letter to the Acting Collector, marked A, and requesting some explanation why the « Canning”

was permitted to proceed to sea with so large a portion of her cargo. undelivered, the Actin
Collector sent us letter marked B, enclosing atsame time copy of letter to Jhim (markeq C) from
Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co., the Agents of the ship., Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co.’s letter speaks for
itself. They confess that it would be very desirable for the ship to take on the 300 Tons
cargo she had on board undelivered, as ballast, and request the Collector to grant her ,
port clearance, adding “ We shall make our private arrangements wiih the Consignees of cargo
““ in respect to re-imbursing them for its fu'l cost, 1n the’event of any accident befalling the ship,”"

‘That the Collector in the exercise of his official capacity, should have taken upon himself ¢o deal

with our property, without our concurrence, by granting Messys, Arbuthnot & Co.’g request,
solely for the benefit of the ship, we deem higblx reprehensible, If such course of procedure
be permitted, it would appear that Consiguees of cargo are entircly at the mercy of ship masters,
who may evade their obligations to an indefinite period to suit their interests,

5. In Messrs. Arbuthnot & Co.'s letter to the Collector of Sea Customs (marked C), they
give their assurance  to re-imburse full cost in the event of any accident befalling the ship ;7
but this is inconsistent with a letter we have received from them in which they distinelly dis.
claim any responsibility, as they remark ¢ Your recoursc in event of your being damnified by the
“ Captain’s.act i against himself—an Agent (as you probably are aware) is not responsible,”
Thus by the goods being carried on we are told we are unprotected (the Policy of Insurance
which covered thest till their arrival in the roads having expired), and should the vessel become
a wreek, if Messrs, Arbuthnot & Co,’s position is correct, we have no one to claim against save

“the Captain and owners, and consequently be compelled to seek redress in another country,

D ianteas S S . PNSEIS S

We mention this to show how prejudicial such conduct mugt - be to Consignecs of cargo. Dut
the broad principle which we contend for is, that the ship should give a satisfactory account
of her cargo according to Manifest before clearance is granted, The factof goods being retained
on board for bullast and taken to another port, cannot possibly be considered satisfactorily
accounting for them, . ’ : :

6. 'With reference to the Acting Collector’s query as to why we did not object during the

‘N; o, 303".\ . Read the following letter from. Messrs. WALKER & Co., $othe Hon;rable A, J ‘

[

two days.the vessel remained in the reads after clearing, we cannot see how that c;—:-*“"”“""’?
Pald oo )

will bear upon the fact of his having, ¢s we submit, impropeily graptade L
. . . [ e N © e SN ST s L Bermiteg
may slate that we were nof aware of the ship having cleared until the s e 1u5tant=no intimae
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

' 22nd Febryary 1864

e

tion haviné been given to us by Messrs,

Arbuthnot & Co. of .their intention;
anticipate that the Acting Collector could allo
board. } ' ' '

and we ‘could not
W a ship to clear out with 300

Tons of cargo on

—
. ‘.‘ .
%

ExXcLosurgs.

IIA’RI.(ED A. Copj' of our letter to Acting Collector of Sea Customs,

B, »  Acting Collector of Sea Customs in reply to ours marked A.
: T C “» letter from Messrs, Arbuthnot & Co. to Acting Collector Sea Customs.
" No, 309, ORDER THEREON, 22nd February 1864, No, 317,
Forwarded to the Board of Revenue for report,
(True Extract.) .
(Signed) . J, D, SIM,
: . Secretary 1o ‘Government,

Exd. T, Duon, _
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