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.o Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
Do ' . 8th Jamuary 1864,

a—

No. 57. Read the following letter from J. W. B. ‘DYKES, Esq., Collector of Nellore, to
J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Goverament, Revenue Depart F i y P
_ dated Nellore, 21st December 1863, Na 86 +— partment, Fort Saint G“?’”' RO

Sin,

o Revaane Dopariment S4th Novamber, 1. I have the honor to atknowledge the receipt of the
No 318 . orders of Government® on my letter of the 18th ultimo, on
- the subject of sssessing the land, as if a poriion only were
snnually cropped with the standard graio, a postion rotated, and the remainder beld as fallow
b .+ ond pasture. . . - _

2. Ia this District the Natives know little about rotation. They send their csttle to the
Ghéts, much the same as if Cheshire farmers were to send Cheshire stock to the Cumberland
bills for the bot weather., And, 88 observed by Sir William Denison, they do not even give the
standard crope fair play; they crowd other crops on to the land at the same time.

8. Owing to the cramping influence of charging the land what it can only psy whe
standard crop is grown, probably throughout the Pnndencs the Ryots will not bz ,;o{md m:r:
advanced than in Nellore. And, were this system continued under the new Sctilemeut, it would
be idle to look for sny real advance. The Ryots would be burdened with from 10 to 30 per
cent. more land than they could properly cultivate; 8 rotation erop would be suicide ; and
:ble for the sasessment on the whole ares, they would remain in the bondage of the last
< ginty years. 1f tbe Collector or his Sheristadar were favorable to fallows, they would get full
remissions, if not, they would be made to pay ; sod the results of this system are knowa.

4. Ia the orders under acknowledgment the Government hare autboritatively condemned s

stem, the continuance 80 long of which will be 8 wonder to the next generstivn. And, as re-

gards the further proposals made by me, the Government bave ruled, that Cholum, Kambu, Ragi,

. and Verags baving been taken in rotation, snd s deduction made of from 16 to £5 per cent. tor

A vicissitudes of seasous and fallow, &c., enough bas been done already to place the sgriculture of
tbe country on & sound aud enlightened footing. .

5. la passing this order, however, the Govcmment.blve perhaps not taken into considera-
tion the pature o the crops referred to, whether there is any ghing of the restorative principle
in Cholam, &ec. Of course, if there is not, to rotate Cholam with Ragi and Ragi with Versga,
would be to rotate Wheat with Barley, Barley with Outs, ond in fact sow wild Oats in an

X : . sgricultural point of view. Aud oo this point, 1 beg the favor of a re-consideration,

) 6. Again, in sllowing from 16 to 25 per cent. * for fallow and the vicissitudes of seasons,”
. I would respectfully submit, sufficient allowance has pot been made under these heads to meet

what the Ryot bas s right to, if the Settlemont has been based on correct valuations. Some very |

fue land, well kept, may bear a middliog crop of Cholam annually; and Sazza being s short ) 4‘

' crop, &9 regards time on the ground, can also be grown annyally on the same land, being rotated S
in the year. But this is only os the best lands. As s rule once in four yeais is the ‘

Jeast that can be allowed fot fellow, Some, whom I hare consulted, say in ordinary cases .

I,

after two years €rops, the Jand must be allowed to lie & year dormant. And this being the care,
it is obvious that the highest deduction sllowed by Government does no more than meet the
requirements of fallow, aud leaves the Ryots 0o margin as regards *! vicissitudes of seasons.” '

- RN ‘ Py 7. I myself Leliove that the results of & true valuation are s0 opposed to what could be
: o H, * 'gmeruined uynder the prescot system, that we do not get them, and shall not, till a change is mud?. 1
< 8.. On the vital question of pasture the order of Government under acknowledginent is
3 . What can be more miserable than to see ‘

’ . .o i et it is our most important question.
ST it . ;::::.ol’.::cfe Gns Nellure catile l‘nv«lling. each hot weuther, 40 and 50 milca for pasture ; to
- _ o be food on the hills for Cheetas, Tigers; cqu-ed on the rosd to murrain snd the disesses that
C ' . are always more of less found hanging about 1da cattle country ; and, with the men who lerd
. . .-“ them, away from the villages and the cyes of their owners for months ; whilst the vil'age lands
L e are all this time Jdeprived of their manure { . .
’ ’ . 9. In the north of this District we have what is called the Gorii paiika system, or a
. A : quarter of tle area under the plough held 88 “nlun. And for every caso of & Curnum cheating
in the p:incipnl Division, we have sbout the same proporiions, or four times as many in the
‘ - 1 Sub-Division, 1n consequence of this irresistible temptation to fraud. And. in requesting that
- e . . the Guvernment will pass orders in respect 10 the course to te pursued ip arsessing. for pasiute,
. I earncstly beg that the Gorvernment wiil be pleased to treat it as fallow or any other condition
of the Lind incidental to s sound syster of sgriculture. If the Ryot bas the land, let him have
it to do what be likes with. To give the Curnum aud the bost of officials authom{ to interfere

8, .

. is a curse tu the Ryot and to us. And enabling the owners of stock to teke up land in thdice |

S i vitllspe to meet the requirements of a sound .grioullural sysicm is, wi.lb s large arca waste, 1 need '
I ' " pearcely add, o loss to Government, :
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