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Proceedings of .the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
- 12¢h February 1864 R
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‘No. 196, 'Read tho following letter from C. SANDERSON, Tsq., Coonoor, to J. D. SIM,
- - Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Madras, dated Coonoor,

. 80th" January 1864:— - N . e e -

Sir, . - . -

1. With reference to my letter of the 20th May last, and the Government Order thereon,
(No. 922, 28th May), I bave now the .honor to report that in August I got possessioh of 100
acres of Jand, two miles from Coonoor near Tulicol. ' . . o
- g, Iimmediately set about clearing, and sowed about 6 acres of Neilgherry Nettle seed
(in fact, 211 that I had been able to qollect).A ’ ' . _

3. It is now five ‘months since, and the crop, may be considered a decided failure; the

lants baving died off to the extent of 70 per cent., and the rest being only a few inches high,
owing to drought and poverty of soil. ‘ S i o
4, T also put in a number of roots of the Urtica nivea (China-grass) which I brought from

Bengal, and the result is ‘equally unsatisfactory, the plants growing exceedingly dwarfed and

poor. _ o . :
5. In the meantime, 1 had been anwiously endeavouring to obtain from the Collector the

purchase price of the land selccted, and I had the honor to receive & decision from him on the
gth January, fixing the average price per acre at Rupees 19-2-2 taking the sales up to December
31st 1863 ' o ‘

6. A few days subsequently a Government sale of nine estates occurred, which brought
down ihe average to Rupees 5-14-8, and T had hoped that the Collector would have allowed me
to hold the land at this rate for general purposes, the fibre having failed. '

“w. The land being too high in altitude for Coffee, I have been making pits in the hope of
introducing perennials, such as Tea or Chinchona. This, however, will be entirely experimental,
where there are not more than 45 inches of rain and ordinary grass land to deal with.

8. Besides trying the experiment of fibre cultivation on theland in question, I had extended b
my operations (in the early part of last year) to three other plots of rented land ; but with equal ‘
nON-suCCesss ' : : o

9. My expenditure on the 100 acres granted by Government in July, has been upwards
of Rupees 4,500, including clearing, road making, and irrigation, and as I had already stated in
my letter of the 20th May, I have incurred considerable expenditure in getting machinery to this
country. ) N : .
10. On these grounds 1 beg that T may be permitted to bold the land in question'on pay- )
ment of purcha:e money assessed on the average of land sold up to the 11th January last, paying
down the amount and also the asscssment of 2 Rupees for Shola and 1 Rupee for grass land.

11. Desiring to effect & transfer of the land, together with the outlay upon it,’to a neigh-
bouring planter (Mr. W, Stanes), he declared the assessment of purchase money t0 be too high, and”
on that account declived taking it, as it was to0 high in elevation for Coffece and questionable for

other perennials. . : ? . :
12. 1 may 2dd, that in my explorations of the Hillsafter Nettles, I have arrived at the con-

clusion that they will grow only on the best of Shola land, or near Tody's cattle kraals, and that
the yielding localitics even, lie several miles apart, and further thatasa commercial speculation, -
e to the repeated failures which have preceded mine. .

1 have only toadd my own ex perienc
13. 1 beg to append copy of my letter to the Collecror on the subject of averages, and his

replies, in the hope that I may have a favorable re-consideration of l}le matter.
14. The Vellanee 100 Acres, has no roads near it, to render it more valuable than Cofles

land not far off, which sold at 7% Rupees peT Acre, 600 Acres. Vide Kos. 8 and 9, public seles

of thie 111k Jancary. T
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