§

¥ e




B e e .

P

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
19tk November 1864.
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Read the following papers :—

No. 240. From the Honorable C. PELLY, Member of the Board of Revenue, to J. D.
SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated
Madras, 17th September 1864, No. 1,746.

SIR,

1. In continuation of my letter of the 16th instant, in which I suggested alterations in the
Talook establishments, I bave the honor to submit for the consideration and orders of Government,
certain alterations in the revised scale of Huzar establishments, which are considered necessary
prior to the final closing of the General Statement of Establishments. .

2. In paragraph 9 of the Proceedings of Government, dated 11th April 1860, No. 555, the
salary of the Serishtadar of the Collector’s Huzur Cutcherry was fixed at Rupees 200 a month ;
but it has been since represented by some Collectors that this remuneration is inadequate for the
duties of the office, and that it should be raised at least to the grade of a first class Tahsild.r.
The opinions of Collectors on this subject, which were received before submitting my proposi-
tion for the revision of the Huzur and Talook establishments, were reviewed at length in section I.
of paragraph 11 of my report to Government, dated I5th Pecember 18597 No. 122. Experience
has now shewn that it is desirable and expedient that the position of the Serishtadars should be
raised, if not above, yet equal to the grade of a first class Tahsildar.

3. The Serishtadars are required to aid the Collectors in making annual settlements, and in
disposing of all important revenue cases, and of all appeals against the decisions of Subordinate
Officers and Tahsildars. They must be held responsible for the proper performance of business
in the Vernacular correspondence Department, both Revenue and Magisterial ; the office is really
a very important one, though the responsibilities attached to it under the old system are not the
same ; persons of good qualifications, in whom the Collector can place great «confidence, should
be selected for the office ; the Collector must generally make his sclection f:om his stafl of Tahsil-
dars where the required qualification for the post can be best found ; but if the pay of the
Serishtadar is less than that of the first class Tahsildar, the Collector will often not Le able
t» make his selection from those who are probably the best qualified for the office of Serishtadars.
For the above reasons I am of opinion that the Huzur Serishtadars should not be placed on a
footing below that of a first class Tabsildar in point of emoluments, and I accordingly beg to
recommend that the pay of the Serishtadars may be raised from 200 to 250 Rupees a month.

4. I am also of opinion that the salary of the Sub-Divison Serishtadars should be raised, as
their duties are the same as the Collecto.’s Huzur Serishtadar, though in a less degree. The
present fixed pay of Rupees 100 a month is scarcely sufficient to secure the services of the best
men, and I think it ought not to be less than the pay of the lowest class of Tahsildar, I would
herefore propose that the remuneration be raised from Rupees 100 to Rupees 150.

5. While submitting their reports on the operations of the District Presses for 1863-64,
Collectors of some Districts have brought to the notice of the Board the insufficiency of the esta-
blishment allowed for the Press Department in consequence of the heavy work thrown upon it,
and desired that some exira assistance may be given to render it efficient. A few of the Collectors
propose an increase to the salary of the Compositors. :

6. In their Proceedings, dated 23rd June 1863, Government sanctioned two Apprentices
on a salary of 7 Rupees each, to aid the Press Department to a certain extent. Notwithstanding
this, the increased amount of work now executed for the various Public Departments, the addi-
tional labor thrown upon the Department by the publication of translations of the Board's
Standing Circulars in the District Gazettes, the improvements which have been recently introduced
in it, and the printing of the various forms of accounts nec ssary in connection with the reforms
now being made in the system of Accounts, have much enbanced the work of the Department,
so much so as to require the aid of extra men. The propositions of the Collectors are various,
but from all that I can jud ze of the matter, I think an addition of not less than three extra hands
will be required to make tie Press Department really efficient, and this is the more necessary as |
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department‘
15k June 1864.

No. 190, Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 3rd June 1864,
No. 3,389.

Read the following letter from the Collector of Nellore, dated Krishnapatnam, 12th May 1864,
No. 127:— ‘

1. T have the honor to submit for the Board’s consideration, and request that they will be
pleased to forward, with such remarks as they may dcem fit, the accompanying Memorial from
my Sheristadar, Baru Venkatravu Puntualu.

9, The case brought forward is the case of a Sheristadar who has done good service, and
according to present rules, has no prospect of further promotion.

3. 1In the re-organization of Revenue Establishment, it was, I believe, intended that the
promotion sought should not be looked forin the Department in question, but in the higher grade
of Deputy Collector.

4. But in the first starting of a new scheme, it is to be expected that individual cases will
arise, were a rigid adherence to the terms laid down would be productive of consequences that
the Board and the Government would wish to avoid, and special provision may be made to meet
the claims of individuals with advantage to the public interests also.

5. Under any circumstances, it seems scarce desirable that an Officer who has spent thirty
years of his life in the Account Department, should be suddenly called on to undertake the duties
of a Deputy Collector. Under present circumstances, there is no chance of such a contingency,
asall the Deputy Collectors in the Inam Department have to be provided for.

6. And I therefore trust that the Board will be pleased to support claims like the present,
where under the former system, a direct acknowledgment would have been made, and under the
new arrangements the provision intended is really not available.

7. Looking through the annual list of the Revenue Establishment, I find that thereare ten
Sheristadars whose period of service is twenty years and upwards ; and of these, five including
the present Memorialist, can point toa service of more than 25 years. There is therefore no
large number to be provided for, supposing all otherwise worthy of consideration. And as
regards the claims of Baru Venkatravu to the favourable consideration he seeks, it is not necessarys
I should swell this correspondence by stating here what I have already recorded year by year as
my opinion of his services. Opinions given at the time and to be found in the printed testi-
monials which accompany the enclosed Memorial, are more valuable than what I can say on an
oceasion like the present, when favourable notice is specially asked for. And in simply stating
that Baru Venkatrava has been a most zealous and faithfal servant of Government, I beg to
call the attention of the Board to the characters given by those he has previously served under,
and strongly recommend, as an exceptional case, he be allowed in due course the increassd rate
of 20 Pagodas, afier every five years' service, to which he would have been entitled under the old

arrangements,

Excrosure. No. 1.

ApsTracT,—Memorial from Baru Venkataravu Puntulu, Sheristadar of Nellore.

Excrosure No. 2,—Printed co;;y of Testimonial.

1. The Board are unable to support this recommendation. They doubt not that Baru
Venkat Row has done the State good service, and has well earned his present position. But
they see nothing in the case to warrant an application for a special personal allowance, and they
are not prepared to advocate the abandonment of the system which was deliberately adopted on
the revision of Establishments, and the creation of the Office of Deputy Collector.

9. 'The post of Hoozoor Sheristadar is no longer what it once was either in the nature of its
duties or in the position of the office.

No. 191, ORDER THEREON, 15th June 1864, No. 1,030.
The Board’s view of this case is correct.

Miscellaneous.

(True Extract.)

Deputy Secretary to Government,
To the Board of Revenue.

Exd. S. T. Augustin,
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