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No. 176. Read the follewing letter from P. GRANT, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore o
J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Govem}nenvt‘,'R»éVenue ‘Department, Fort Saint Geo ,. ;
dated Coimbatore; 14th October 1864, No, 84 :~ e

SIR,

1. On receipt of your demi-official directing me to submit to His Excellency the Governo
the plans of the Jands sold on the Neilgherries in 1863-64, with a statement exhibiting their'ar‘e;
and the cost of survey, I beg to say that the plans, &e., were at once called for from Coimbatore
but previous to their receipt His E‘xéellency haé
started for Wynaad from Ootacamund. I have
: ' now therefore the honor to forward them.

5. The extent of land sold in 1863-64 is Aqrgs 3,528, its price is Rupees 29,590, and the
cost of the surveys and demarcation, actual and estimated, Rupees 4,010. The average pnce per
sore is Rupees 8-6-4, and the average cost of ‘survey and demarcation Rupees 1-2-4, The
difficuluies experienced in carrying out the demarcation and surveys of some of the lands can be
truly appreciated by those only who have had to do them. The lands on the south face of the
Natlgherrice between the Droog and Melur, and east of Kotagherry on the slopes towards the
Dorth-east, are not only distant and difficult of access, but .intensely hot, with labor scarce and
expensive. The result is that the surveys have been expensive, at least much more so than the
would have been in the low country, where labor and facilities for moving about are more easil§

Plans to be retarned.

prccumble. _
3. TIn Proceedings of Government dated the 9th December 1862, No. 2,569, the entertain-

ment of two Surveyors 0n Rupees 150 per mensem was sanctioned, but even at this rate of allow-
ance much difficulty has been experienced in prpcuring competent Surveyors. Mr. Oakes was first
entertained by Major Farewell. Hewas unfort}lnately drowned in November 1863. Two months
after his death the services of Mr. Howard were secured, but last month Major Farewell deemed
it necessary to dispense with his services, a step with which I concurred, as Mr, Howard on the
plea of bad weather had neglected his work.

4, 1 would here remark that the superintendenqe of the surveys is a source of consider-
able anxiety to Major Farewell, whose immediate duties are numerous and demand his constant
supervision, thereby rendering it difficult for him to check the operations of the Siirveyor who
has f equently to travel long distances to the lands to be surveyed. If it could be ma.na,ced I
would strongly rocommend the employment of a Surveyor under the orders of Colonel Prie:tel
Ile has under bis orders a large number of Surveyors, from whom no doubt he would be able {o

select a man well fitted for the work on the hills. :

No. 177. OrpER THEREON, 15th November 1861, No, 2,092.

: 1. An examination of the Maps submitted b
7, b y the Collector
Land Revenue. shows that in several instances, the Rules for the sale of Wasté
Lands have been entirely disregarded, the properties are the
reverse of * compact,” and the extent of road or water f
i@ rontage fi
ik exceeds the depth of the lot. itz
9, 1In illustration of these strictures the Government will note a few of the plans submitted

3. The two Estates in the Orange Valley near Kotahgherry, sold to Mr. H. R. Grimes,
4 that at Morlacbrapeo Combay, sold to Captain Fuller, and those sold to Mr. “Hunter
The first are long narrow strips, engrossing entire valleys and streams, whereas by

at Philloor.
hould have been the boundary, and the depth of the lots should have been

the rules the streams 8
twice their water frentage. ‘
4, Captain Fuller's lot has unnecessarily irregular boundaries, and runs on both sides of

s

sev: ral streains, :
5. The boundaries of both Mr. Hunter's Estates at Philloor are also very irregular,

T
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
15th November 1864.
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Rale 4, Every lot shall be compact, and as nearly as possible 6. The Rules must in future be strictly
8 parallelogram. When the land touches any road, or

river, the length of the road or water frontage shall not adhered to, and Rule 4 will be modified as shown
exceed one-half of the depth of the lot, and in all other

A ie kW1 B8 o i out Sk w8 b e A} th? margin, so as to preclude all misappre-
cable their length shall not exceed half their depth, hension,

7. The Government observe that the scales of some of

the plans are clearly wrong,
being entered as 400 chains to the inch.

8. The expense of survey is very great, being on the average Rupees 1-2-4 per acre.
9. The Survey establishment will be placed under
Surveyors and furnish them with full instructions, as to their duty in avoiding irregular boun-

daries. The Surveyor should not be sent out until the Revenue Officer has decided whether the
land can be sold and what should be its configuration,

Major Priestley, who will select good

(True Extract.)
(Signed) 7. D, SIM,

Secretary to Government.

To the Collector of Coimbatore. _
,» Superintendent of Reyenue Surve
,»  Board of Revenue,

-

Exd. S. T. Augustin,

R
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