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I_’roc...,wz'ngs of the Madras Government, Revenue Depar{rmc;,r.:.t:
10/ November 1864,

Read the following :—

No: 113. Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 16th Septembar 1864, No, 6,124 -

Read again Proceedings of Government, dated 1Gth May 1864, No. 779.

Read also ihe follow:ng letter from J, W, B. DYKES, Esq., Collector of Nellore, to W. HUD.
LESTON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 25:h June 1864, No, 192.—

1. Ihave the honor to submit the information called for by the Government, in their Proceed-
ings in the Revenue Department, No, 779, on the suggestion | ventured to make under date the
28th April last, that the question of firewood can only be put on a satisfactory footing by
ascertaining the cost of production, and fixing the price accordingly.

2. Hitherto, as the Board are aware, we have been selling natural woed, and, our p pulation
increasing, the natural wood has receded, and it becomes Decessary to replace it either by p ivate
enterprize or under the immediate action of Government.

3. In their Order the Government refer only to the District of Nellore ; and the informa.
tion I now do myself the honor to submit, has therefore reference only to this District, where our
rule has been established some sixty years, and the natural wood during that peiiod lLag receded
from twenty to thirty miles round the chief town.

4. Formany years, whether in Nellore or elsewhere during the second quarter of thig
century, trade was stagnant, Men got a bonus
to destroy wood!* [t is only of Jate years
that the change has set in ; and the rate at which the patural wood is now receding has only
to be localized and marked, to show very distinctly the necessity for immediate action, either on
the part of Government or private individuals; and myself believing it is hopeless under any
circumstances to look for help from the latter quarter, the following calcul.tions bave been mage
solely with reference to Government.

5. The cost of planting, the time wood takes to grow, the cost of guarding during thag
peridd, and the assessment that would be obtained” were the land otherwise occupied, are the
four main items of cost in producing firewood ; and, the first item being wholy unknown as
might be expected, for the subsequent calculations the information I have received gives very
satisfuctory data ; and I may briefly state that ten years is the average time wood takes to grow,
2% Rupees is the average cost of guarding, and 3 to 10 Rupees is the cost per acre uander the

* The Cowle system,

head of assessmen.t, : )
6. One maun could guard from 150 to 300 acres; and taking the cost of a watchman

end supervision in round numbers at 50 Rupees the year for 200 acres, is to make a charge
that might be reduced from 500 Rupees for 200 acres to 500 Rupees for300 acres, or from
Rupees 2} to Rupees 1-11-0 per acre. But it is not always possible to get such large blockg
of unocenpied land in a ring fence ; and [ have therefore taken 200 acres as the average, ang Simi-
larly take 8 Annas as the average assessmeunt per annum per acre,

7. Taking therefore no ccunt of the cost of planting, ignoring equally the time the money
must lie idle, and the usual profits on capital expended, or the addition that should be made {4
meet probable cost of planting hereafter with reference to probable rise in prices should Goverp.
ment prefer to adopt that course, under the two heads simply of guarding and assessment the
calculations given in the preceding paragraphs show that, to raise an acre of wood, we muyst
expend 5 Rupees assessment on the land, 2} Ru pees cost of guarding, and, at the Present rate
of selling, must cut at the end of ten years twenty-four cart loads the acre to secure ourselves from
loss.

8. On the other hand, the calculations I have received as to yield, give tea cart loads as the
average yield per acre; and to neetthe cost of guarding and assessment, the selling price of wood
should therefore be raised 7 Annas or 140 per cent,

9. Copse re-produces itself in six or seven years. We should also after the first year or
two be able with safety to let out the cutting of the grass; and in these ways the Boarq will
ebserve, we could to some extent reduce prine cost as sta,_ted in the Preceding paragraphs, But
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any reduction so made would not do more than meet the cost of planting, and other items refer- .
red to and similarly omitted in these subscquent calculations ; and 12 Annas may be considered

as the Jowest price at which wood could with propriety be sold the cart load, to coverthe average
cost of production.

.

10. Bought from Government at present at 5 Annas the cart load the wood js sold in the
Town of Nellore at Rupees 2-8.0 the cart load, Rupees 5 the same quantity in retail; and this
state of the wood market in Nellore, as regards fuel, may, I believe, be taken with propriety to
illustrate the general bearings of the question ; and for the sake of convenience, in the fullowing_
remarks I will refer to the Town of Nellore alone. There is everywhere the increasing popula-
tion, the receding wood, and much the same requirements. What I prove to be applicable to
Nellore will be more or less applicable to the District generally, and being thus localized can be
more easily discussed,

1. And first, T would call attention to the proportion borne by the charge on account

of Government to the cost of the article to the consumer, which could scarce be realized by
#ny one, till thug brought face to fuce,

To the who'esale consumer, the Government charge
is half Anna in the Rupee,

To the labouring man, who buys his four fagots for himself and
ie; and thus tested, it is obvious that it is not Government interference or a
Tise even of 140 per cent. in the Government prices that could materially affect the cost of the
ariele to the consumer, either rich or poor; and it is somewhere else we must look, to find the

Causes of the present distress and of the insufficient fuel that affects the health of our large
~ town as much if not more than bad diainage,

12, The Government price of 5 Annas,
very litile to do with the selling price of the
as sold by Government from 5 to 12 Annas w

or vather charge for permission to cut, has really
wood in the bazaar ; and raising the price of wood
ould only make the wholesale consumer pay 2 Rupees
tapees 8 Annas, and (he labouring man a pie and

Price to the consumer eit
mend may be given in a few words,
1.4. I beg to recommend that

¢ Population of all classes. Ttis a difficult question, There
the data gre 80 varied ; some of our population scarce use
nd the nesessaries of life. ~Again, if (here is cooking for the

A It is about a eart Joad a day in Nellore, There is lllo
the large an | 10X10us expendityre for diltilling Arrack ; there is burning bricks, burning tiles,
cbf‘na"f’ &e., fuel for travellers in addition to the stationary population ; and, to take all these
Foints into consideration and come to gp accurate conclusion would require a statistical knows
ledge not available. | pace however simply calculated what would be enough for the labouring
classes, Suppesing them all 1o yge only wood ; and taking this calculation as the basis, I w’"’
I shall to » Certain extent Provide for the various other wants referred to; and, if the caleul

is below the mark, it will be comparatively easy to increase, whilst 1 am very certain it .
be necessary to reduce it 1 shall not bave taken up too much land, . |
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16. The Talook authorities give two cart loads 2 head a year. The Deputy Collector in
&farge of the Salt Department raises it to 4}.  The Sub-Collector, Mr. Morris, also calculates the
consumption at two cart loads a head a year; and thus supported I shoulq be justified in taking
2,000 cart loads as the requirements per thousand per annum for firewood or 200 acres. Byt
these caleulations are I think based on data gathered where firewood is abundant, Whep proper
care is taken of the wood before being cut, it is also probable the yield will be larger than ten
cart loads the acre ; and taking these points into consideration, I do not Propose to ask now for
more than 750 cart loads the 1,000, of our Population, or 75 acres at ten cart loads the acre, yg
the area to be set apart for providing firewood ghould these Proposals and caleulations be cons;j-
dered worthy of being tried.

17. T have taken the cart load to be 1,200 Ibs., the fagot 2} lbs. I have checked the whole.
sale consumption by the estimated daily supply coming into Nellore on carts, bullocks, men,
women and children, The fagot I have weighed ; and the results wholesale and retail, thys
obtained, have been again checked by jail statistics ; all of which tend to show that four fagots.or
10 Ibs. of firewood is.-not more than enough for an average family of four a day, 2,500 1ps, or two
cart loads are required for a 1,000 of the population and for the same number 750 cart loads should
at least be provided for the year, to produce which, as already stated, 75 acres are requisite,

18. At the same time there is no doubt, that every year it will become more difficy]; to find
land conveniently situated for wooding, should the present provision be found insufficient, Ivis
equally desirable, for the sake of the public health, that there should be no stint in thig important
item of daily consumption. Insufficiently cooked food tells heavily on health, 7; is also very
important to free as much as possible for the enrichment of the land, the cowdung that at present
is used as fuel ; and taking these points into consideration, shoald the Board think fit, 100 acres
might with propriety be set apart instead of 75 acres per 1,000, or a cart Io'ad a head; ang 7¢q
acres would thus be the area required to provide a steady supply for a population of 1,000, taking

# The accompanying Statement A shows the requirements Seven years to be the period required for re-pro-
of the District thus caleulated for the Ryotwar villages, duction,* 4
and exhibits a deficiency of 35,303 acres.

19. Twenty years ago a man when he wanted firewood (to return to N ellore), sent his cart
outside the Town, gave 4 Anuas to the coolies to cut the Wwood, and got his cart load.

20. There are now lying unocey pied within

AWosn. Acres. a radius of ten miles of Nellore includin
iors Tonieig o e LA this land and excluding the Deltq villages,
oy — 7,558 40,0001 acres in round numbers, some of which
Exclusive of Delta villages .. 28,876 still carry copse that only requires Proper care
Nellore Township ... . 4 .1’5_8732,413 to give a fair return in four of five years, W
' m have a population of 25,000. We should

therefore for Nellore Tequire 17,500 acreg for a
steady supply ; and if the Board will allow me to take up this latnd for the purpose of P.roviding
the Town of Nellore with a proper and steady supply of wcod, in the course of five or SIX years,
the year’s supply, though it could not be put' down so cheap as lt,?vas twenty ye.ars ago, could
still be put down from the same land, or its neighbourhood, less the cost of a carriage gt piliag
of from twenty to thirty miles; and this will more than cover, as [ have stated, the extent to
which it is proposed to raise the price at which Government sells it

21. Shaganam and Dagadarti are our limits now of. our wood ma.'rket inste'ad 'of the country
as formerly in the immediate neighbourhood of- the town‘: These distances it ig that fix the
present market price of firewood, for the cutting of which however 8 anq 9 Annas muyst pe
given instead of 4 Annas as formerly ; and taking the Government demand at 5 Annas, ang the

* cost of cutting at 8 Annas, we have in round numbers 1% Rupees at 23 Rupees the cart load to

meet the cost of carriage (twenty miles) and the profits of the undertaking ; whilst, at the
ordinary authorized rates, this is simply what must be paid for the cart hire a¢ 14 Aunas the
t;n miles,

L
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i i Nellore ; that the
92, Tt is probable that the carts are a good deal shaken on their waylmm :\tt:rfrethm e
Bl : . ’ >
sticks picked up go to swell the retail trade and profits on fhe Wh()c‘[e'“ te; C\SZ “."ys, yaher 5.
Annas is certainly not paid to Government in every instance, &c. ; and int 1‘ b L iy
g ) . :
do not perhaps actually represent the precise margin le.ft t.o the ?p:-cui)wto Rarad e
unavoidable outlay, But these are minor features; and it will, I think, eez:' o g
is the cost of carriage that mainly raises the price of wood t.of the ;:::;u:; a‘:}e R 1
distance from which it has to be brought being reduced b?' half, .we e (;(.s‘ oy Moy
7 et gi cause for increasing )
. ice by 7 Annas, and yet give no cay s gt s n
(;Dvemme“:rl’"h wyould be 7 ’Annas against 12 Annas cart hire; and, sufppoun‘l;l WP
0 sum . : : v s o “ u .
:‘9:0;;; cheaper on his own account than the regulation rates, it .\wuld SUHA x;):: e s
(i)' the cost of felling, be impossible to reduce the cost of carrm;;e to 7 t, et A RS
o » l - : ‘ s
nd the proposed rise in the Government selling price should be 2 per cen
9 I
o el i ! vellore, so in like
fmor??: USl 1d the Board think fit, as I have referred chiefly to the Town (;f Nellor ; -
. 10u 3 : i X
i i i tested where the wan
nfanner the soundness of these views might with propriety be teste

A }4 p ‘ ec J.l < & d ar d -
1S peér Il]]. S "H)S‘ !e“} an l lhe several mes (- ou ll b& most Cﬁ" tu ly sup rvised; i 000
y - easures ¢ 3

3 d probably

Population of the Town 25,000 at 700 to take in hand at once, and _°°“l P Fo,
scres for every 1,000 gouls ... .. 700 guard at the cost of Rupees 700 ,per an: "
7,17,800 acres. Much of it that once carried valuable wood is
25,000 acres, now let as pasturage at an Anna or (woam

for seven years, or for the year, acre. I have directed the Tahsildar to see

whether the Ryots would relinquish the land for an obje(.:t of s.uch |‘mport:xl):e ,:::, ‘:x:l:‘v:; ;
and securing at once all the land required, but only disturbing hel ca AR
extent of 2,700 acres required, I trust no inconvenience would be felt olt)\ l-md | t N
area available for pasture annually diminished, fresh arrangements could Ie bn.t: el : s
ward ; and, instead of opposition, seeing its importance, not ?nly for fu.e > buk aal g s
attracting and retaining moisture, setting free ]x?bour now ca.med off to :il:slumt :{ ur;g‘ : , &e.,
proposed planting would, I hope, have the cordial co-operation of the Ne c.mef Ry o
24. The cost of the proposed arrangements could nc{t at present be' {uet r;nu il w,
for the three Talooks of Nellore, Rapuru, and Guduru, which for Nellore lovwn a olne 8 oll:o o
receipts at the rate of fifty caits, or Rupees 15 a day, 5,000 Rupee§ a ?'ear, do not s ;ow a l; s
under the head of firewood Rupees 300, and the whole Dufnctﬁ shows o.n y resu e
no extent of Infm villages can possibly explain. Bat, if .tbe Sriharikota receipts on daiu ﬁ;:cu“y
of firewood may be made available, after paying fora .smt.ub!e guard thero,. then :o prasil.
would be experienced in respect to funds, aud the experiment might be carried out on 8
scale.

Excrosuee No. 1, ~
ABstrAcT.—Statement showing the requirements of firewood of the District of Nellore for
the Ryotwar villages calculated at 700‘acren as the area necessary to provide a steady supply for
a population of 1,000, and seven years as the period required for re-prodiction. :
W ered that the foregoing letter from Mr. Dykes be submitted to Government Wlih
reference to the Government Order, dated Gth May 1864, No, 779, :
2. Mr. Dykes in his letter to Government, dated 28th April 1864, No. 2, suggested that
the present tax on firewood, the produce of Government Jjungles, should be raised to an amount
sufficient to cover the cost of growing wood to be used as fuel, The reason on which he based
this suggestion was that  so long as the price of the wood now available is fixed without refer-
¢ ence to the cost of its re-production,” private persons willing to engage in growing wood are
precluded from doing so, inasmuch as they cannot, while (he price (tax) is (hus srbitrarily
fixed, calculate the cost of growing wood, or its valye when grown,
» Inbis lelter fo the Board he €Xpresses an opinion that “ it is Lopeless under any
“ circamstances 40 look for belp” from private pirsons in supplying the public with wood for

\-3
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fuel. He therefore proposes that Government shoul
‘and enters into certain calculations showing the cost
fuel, the quantity of fuel consumed by the native

required to supply the supposed demand. Thus h

s PPN P

d undertake to grow wood
at which Government coul
popula:ion per head, and },

With this object,
d grow wood for
€ extent of land

“for re-production ;" that the cost of growing wood as proposed would b
acre distributed over ten years, and that o re-imburse the Government,
expense of thus supplying the public with fuel, the Government charg
firewood ought to be 12 Annas (looking at present wholesale and retail
orly 5 Annasa bandy load. : ;

4. Mr. Dykes believes that wood grown for fuel will prove productiye at the eng of ten
years from the time of planting, A single year’s felling will, it would seem, suffice to repay
all the expenses previously incurred, and subsequent felling once in E€Very seven years all inter.
mediate expenses. ;

5. According to this caleulation, the extent of land need
Nellore, containing a population of 25,000 persons,
leave to commence the experiment by occupying this extent of land within a radius of ten miles
round Nellore to supply that Town with fuel, taking up each year Aeres 2,500 at a S
Rupees 700 per annum, till the whole extent (Acres 17,200) is planted out,

6. Mr. Dykes’ proposed mode of supp'ying the public
incressing difficulty with which wood  for fuel is now procurable, especially in the large towns.
He points out that the ““ natural wood has receded ;" that it continues to recede while the demand
for fuel is increasing; and that the price of wood must continue to rise with the increasing cost of
carriage. He believes (1) that a constant and sufficient supply might be kept up provided
Government would undertake to grow wood within a moderate distance of the large towns ; (2)

that wood thus supplied might be sold in the market at a less price,
no higber than is now paid, inasmuch as a great saving would be
to market, a saving that would more than counterbalance any i
.grovsing wood as proposed. s -
7. The Board observe that Mr. Dykes has erroneous]

wood as the ** price” of the wood. As the tax is arbiiraril
to his reasoning) for pers

e Rupees 7-8.0 an
if they undertook the
e on each bandy lgaq of
Prices) instead of a¢ now

ed for supplying the Town of
would be Acres 17,500, Mr. Dykes desires

st of

with fuel is intended to meet the

or at all events at 5 Price
effected in conveying the wonq
nereased expense incurred in

¥y viewed the tax now levied on §re.
Y fixed, it is impossible (according
ons wishing to grow wood to caleulate what the expense of growing it
would be, or what price such Wood would command in the market when grown. My, Dyke: is

however, nistaken in thinking that Government sell the wood.  The tax is covered by 8,
at which the wood is seld “in the market, but is not itself the price,”
wood.  Nor is the present price of wood sold for fuel liable to a
tax, for the tax is a fixed charge on a given quntity of wood,
clement in the cost at which the wood can be brought to mar
as shown by Mr, Dykes, by the increasing expense of carriage,
by one or by both of these causes; but so far as the tax is 2 in the Decessary costy if
Government do not vary the rates, the tax can have no disturbing effect on prices. 08ty 1

therefore that to persons wishing to grow wood, the tax, as now levied, can form ne y
ment to their estimating the cost of growing it, or to their Lo pelys
market prices would yield. In calculating the former th

Government has never proposed to extend the tax now lai I on jungle wood to
grown by private persons, nor in estimating profits by present Prices need they 2
will bereafier be reduced by a reduction in the tax at present levied.
8. Mr. Dykes suppeses that the tax is regulated *
* poorer classes than what must be demanded to avoj
“ ;,ew it.”  The object with which the tax is imp i sold by those e
account of existing forests and jungles. This js the principal object whether
" on firewood cut for sale, or on the larger wood grown in the forests,

the price
or the sale valye of the
ny fluetuations on account of the
and therefore is not a fluctuatiny
ket. This cost ma L

: y be increascd,
or by the Increasing cost of labor
an item :

¢

! the tax be chargeq
If (he Government under.
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take to plant trees it is wi h the view of keeping up the existing supply of wood, whether fire-
wood or forest timber, The Board's r

1o supply a small fund for planting
have never contemplated planting
enterprise in the same direotion,

ules for the conservancy of village Jungles are also intended
» but such operations are necessarily limited, and the Board
or growing wood to an extent that would inte: fere with private

9. The returns from the tax as now charged ought to cover all expenses connected with the
object explained above, but to impose a higher tax with the view of deriving from the forests

an additional source of Tevenue, or even to secure for Government the difference which woud, as

a8l present supplied, is selling for, and the price which wood may eventually bring when the

forests n ay feil to meet existing demands, would be to enhance the price of wood to the country
Lefore, in the natural order of things, so high a price need be paid. The public could derive no
benefit by such a s¢heme, nor, indeed, has Mr. Dykes proved that any real necessily exists for
raising the present tax on forest grown wood in order to meet the cost at which wood might be
grown on his plan, If the Bosrd understand that plan the wood when grown and brought 1o
market is to be sold at a price which would itself be sufficient to re-imburse Government all
preliminary expenses, and this in the case supposed would be the more natural course.

10. The Board are also of opinion that Mr. Dykes would find it practically impossible to
reduce lhe_markel price of firewood in the manner he proposes. It is true that the price might be
redueed in proportion to the reduced price at whichthe wood could be conveyed to market, as, for
instance, in the case of Nellore, provided Mr, Dykes could furpish the whole required supply from
Jand lying within the proposed radius of ten miles ; butif a part only could be so supplied, the
price in the Nellore market would be regulated by the cost at which the wood brovght from the
greater distance could be supplied, and the difference between that price and the actual cost at
which wood could be grown on more favorally situsted land would belong to the owner of such
land, or the owner might obtain a rent for his Jand equivalent to that difference, At present
private persons may calculate the profits which current prices would give them ag enhanced by
any saving they could effect in the cost of conveying the wood to market, and any natural
advantage which persons growing wood on the more favorably situated land would thus epjoy is
80 much additional inducement to private persons to engage in growing wood.

I.  Mr. Dykes has not explained his reasons for assuming that private persons will not
“under any circumstances” undertake to supply the public with fuel, though of eourse his plan
can have no claim to consideration if this preliminary point be not established, The Board do
not think that such a view of the case is correct. They believe that as Prices rise, the people will
te as feady to engage in supplying wood as they SUP?'Y other commodities for whicl, the markets
afford an eﬂ'e_c'tive demapd. Mr. Dykes should endeavour to give effect 1o the views ex pressed on
this subject in paragraph 6 of the Government Order, dated 4th June 1859, No. 744. As

. Temarked by Government, private persong may be b.ackward in taking up lan
wood for g prefitj-but in due time this must be done in India, ag in other coun
1o promote so desirable an object, every C“”“‘o‘r 3"0.““ endeavour to kee
the people of his Diktrict, the liberal terms on which Pl‘"".te PErsons are permitted to occupy land,
when it is taken up for the special purpose of supplying the country with either timber or
firewdod, The time has.pussed when it could be said that privage Persons will not * under any
clicumstatices” ehgage in such undertakings, for already more than one large traet of landl has
been occupied in the neighbourhood of Madras by persons intendin

gel 3 et g to grow wood on it for fuel
as a profitable mode of employing their capital.

d in order to grow
tries ; and in order
P Prominen tly before

\

No. 114, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 12(h Qgtoher 1864, No. 6,745.

Read the fullowing letter from J. W. B. DYKES, Esq, Culle.cw'r,ol' Nellore, to . HUDLE-
STON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, datod Siddipuram, 23ed September 1864,
No, 313;—

1. 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Board’s Proccedinsi of the 26th

instant, submitting for the consideration of Government, my letier of the 25,3 Taie,
subject of firewood, . x

» : MM.«_
Proceedings of tlge Madras Government, Revenye

, Department, 7
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2. In the 11th paragraph, the Board refer to my having
assuminy that private persons will not, under any circumstances,
with fuel, though my plan can have no claim to consideration if
established ; and then giving it as their opinion that thig view of the cage is- not correct, th
Board refer in conclusion to the fact that more than one large tr ey

. ‘ act has been occupied in the
neighbourhood of Madras to grow fuel, as proof that the time is passed for such assertions ag [
had hazarded. &

S e

failed to give my reasons for

undertake to supply the public
this preliminary poing e not

3. The length to which my letter of the 25t
entering upon any subject that I thought could be avoi
into the reasons which led me to assume that private e

such remote returns. I thought that it would be admitted with reference to every day's
experience, But as the Board observe it is an important element in the plan submitted for
consideration ; and I therefore beg that the Board will be pleased to submit for the fi

: urther con-
sideration of Government, that the grounds I went on had not only reference to this country
’

but to all other countries that I know of, where the people depend for fuel on the vegetable
growth of this formation,

h June extended rendered me averse to
ded ; and I therefore refrained fy

: om going
nterprize could not be depended upon for

4. Men of large property in Europe plant timber, and, where the vegetable growths of
earlier formations are to be found on their land, are to be depended on for fuel also, But I know
no country where fuel is grown by private enterprize. The Board refer ¢ to other countries”
where wood is so grown, but not naming these countries, it is impossible to institute a comparison 3
and no where do I believe would it be considered safe to depend on private enterprize fur so
vital an element of a people’s prosperity,

5. In France, the wood-yards of Paris are supplied from the Government forests, In
Germany, the forests and the foresters are essentially Government ; and whilst fully aware of
the serious nature of the step I contemplate, -of its effect om private enterprize, and the abuses
such a system is open to, I nevertheless thought it safe, with France and Germany before my
eyes, to assume that private enterprize could not be depended on here more than there, and
regret I did not place these additional reasons before the Board in the first instance,

6. If the large * tracts” referred to i)y the Board are the tracts that have been taken up

for Casuarinas, I would taks this opportunity of submitting for consideration whether they really
affect the argument,

7. When Casuarinas havg to be transplanted, watered for the first year, and are capital
timber when grown, I doabt if they will be of much avail as regards the firewood market,

i

~ £y

Ordered to be submitted to Government in continuation of the Board’s Proceedings quoted
by the Collector, ’ .

No. 115, OrpER THEREON, 10th November 1864, No. 2,06}

1. 1Inhis letter of the 28ih April last, Mr. Dykes

' addressed Government on the subject of fixing the chargs
Forests, No. 7. for Government firewood with reference to the ¢

duction, as the only means of leadin
firewood, and so replace the rapidly decreasing supply,

ost of pro-
g the people 1o grow

2. Mr. Dykes was thereupon requested to furnish Government with information as to the
cost of production, &e. :

3. This information is submitted in his letter of the 25th June last, to the Board of Revenue,
whose views on the subject are contained in their Proceedings of the 16th September. In his last
letter of the 23rd idem, Mr. Dykes furnishes explanations on a part of the Board’s Proceedings.

4. Mr. Dykes esiimates the average assessment and cost of guarding per acre to be
8 Annas for the former, and 4 Annas for the latter annually. Andasshe states that copse renews

AT Y
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itself in seven years, the total expenditure for assessment and guarding would be Rupees 5-4-0,
per acre, exclusive of interest on the outlay, Of the important item, planting, Mr. Dykes gives
no estimate at all. The produce of an acre he estimates, very moderately, at ten cart loads,
which at the wholesale price now ruling in the town of Nellore would realize Rupees 25. The
charge for felling is said to be 8 Annas per cart load, or 5 Rupees per acre, so that the grower
would in the seventh year have nearly 15 Rupees per acre, out of which to realize expenses of
planting, conveyance to market, interest, and profit, In the absence of any information as to
the cost of planting, these calculations are obviously of little use.

-

5. Mr. Dykes on the data he has obtained makes two propositions,
6. The first is that the Government charge should be raised from 5 Annas to 12 per cart
Mr. Dykes' calculation

. 2 . » » . - P » . : -4
of these items is higher than it should be, as serub jungles would rerely bear so high an
But on the

load, which would at least cover the cost of guarding and assessment.

assessment as 8 Annas per acre, and the jungle renews itself in seven, not ten years.
other hand, he omits the value of the wood as it stands, There can be no doubt th i, If Govern-
ment allow firewood to be cut in their jungles for less than it can be grown, private individuals
cannot afford to grow it. The Board are averse to any enhancement of the price, but the
Government consider that Mr. Dykes’ argurients are sound, and though such a sudden rize as

from 5 to 12 Annas would be too much, the price might very reasonably be raised to 8.

7. Mr. Dykes' second proposition is that he should be dllowed to commence growing
firewood for the inhabirants of the Town of Nellore. The Talook officers calculate the annual
consumption at two cart loads (of 1,200 1bs.) each per head, the Sub-Collector, Mr. Morris, adopts
the same rates, while the Deputy Collector in the Salt Department gives 4} as the rate, The
lower of these rates gives 2,000 cart loads as the consumption of 1,000 people; but Mr. Dykes
for the present desires to raise only 750 cart loads. The population of Nellore being 25,000, an
area of 17,500 acres would be required to ensure a steady supply. Mr. Dykes, therefore, wishes
to take up this extent of land within a radius of ten miles, planting 2,500 He

town. Calculating

. : acres annually.

advocates, eventually, similar arrangements in the neighbourhood of every large

at the rat 70( ) ik ]

”i e rate of 700 acres for every l.housand of the .population, and taking seven years as the

period of re-growth, Mr. Dykes estimates that 3,85,000 acres'should be under wood ; while the
- 2

present area is only 3,50,000 acres,

8. The Governmeut cannot undertake the obligation of providing firewood for the people

(- v 0 e peopi

throughout the country (for of course the Nellore District could not alone be
such a measure as Mr. Dykes proposes would most effectually

thus treated), and

: : : ' ) ; shut out private 1:ntrl’{-fi!i‘-

All experience shows that Government cannot accomplish such undertakings so sy fally or
b 8 successfully

economically as private individuals, and it would be most impoliti p
als : politic on the part of G
o o rovernment

o. DBul

\ 3
the Government recognise

to monopolise a branch of industry which herveafter will attain o msidetable
5 23 » - $ g 3 Mportanc
while thus declining to entertain Mr. Dykes’ proposal in its integrity : ‘

the importance of thye subject, and appreciate highly the interest he has ey 1
. y Vilced re

set to the

m . L ) oy -
They consider it very desirable that an example should be peop! : ;m“”h }

e, 4 Opie, and that to the
acquisition of really pe)

the subject of growing firewood, Government should take the

extent necessary for this purpose, as well as for the
iable information on

initiative, *
iatve. They resolve, therefore,
% in the vicinity of Nellore, and to
‘ ' 48 1o the best deserints ;
mode of planting, the proper number of trees to the acre, the best a L3cnp|;.,,, Of tree, the best
st age at which to ent, &e. &
t, &e., &c.

KL - e W aadals - .,
He will be supplied with seeds and plants on application, and the Becessary fund
“3Sary funds will b

to 1instruct Mr. Dykes to take up 200 acres of suitable land
commence at once a series of systematic experimenlts
v .

at his disposal. e placed
9. The concluding paragraph, of My, Dykes' le

: tter and t} g
show that the firewood tax is not really levied with e calenlation jn

: _ aragraph 21
any :ﬂrlng\“,__),. p g 3“) “ iy

This should be remedied.
(Signed) J. D, SiM,

ot y
Reeretary to Government.
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