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No. 44. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 14th October 1864,
No. 6,793.
Read the following letters : — -
From G. S. FORBES, Esq., Collector of Ganjam, to W. HUDLESTON, Esq., Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, dated Chetterpur, 17th August 1864, No. 187.

1. I have the honor to submit the following remarks on Government Order No. 1,168,
dated 6th July last, (Salt), copy of which has been furnished to me by the Executive Engineer.

9, Adverting to Mr. Clarke’s remarks on the quality of the salt at Ganjam, it is necessary
to explain that the salt manufactured at Ganjam, Qomeravelly, and Munsurcottah (and especially
at the latter place) can never be of the same whiteness as that made at Itchapur and Nowpadah,
and will generally be of smaller grain ; because the soil at these last named places is composed
of a tenacious clay mixed with sand, whereas the Oomeravelly, Munsurcottah, afd Ganjam pans
are formed of soil of a more soluble and lighter description ; and when this is the case the con=
stant sutface-ripple raised by the strong southerly winds which blow along the whole sea-board
during the manufacturing season leads to a slight admixture of sedmentary matter which colors
the salt, and probably interferes to a certain extent with perfect crystalization. It should be
understood however that salt, slightly colored by the soil and comparatively small in grain, is
not necessarily either bad or unwholesome. The manufacture at Munsurcottah was discontinued
this year,-and the store remaining on hand will ere long have been sold off.

3. I think the Board must be aware that T have always paid much attention to the quality
of the salt manufactured in this District, as well as to the conditions under which it finds its way
to distant markets. The first step towards improvement in the manufacture was taken in
1859, when I puta stop to the practice of removing salt daily. In 1861 I obtained the sanction
of Governmwent to destroy a considerable quantity of salt containing a large proportion of sand
and earth, and forbad the removal of salt from the pans afier an exposure of less than five days.
The neglect of this rule is sure to occasion a deterioration in the salt, and when the present
Treasury Deputy Collector obtained six months'leave, and Mahomed Ali, then Superintendent
at Ganjam, acted as Salt Deputy, his place having been taken by a substitute who was inex-
perienced in the work, the quality of the salt fell off. This result is in no way attributable to
Mahomed Ali, the present Superintendent of Nowpadah, who is quite as deserving of confidence
as the present Deputy Collector, and is not inferior to him either in intelligence or zeal. I may
observe also that it is not always expedient to reject salt because it is small or slightly
discolored, maeh depends on the possibility of replacing it by better before the season closes.
I much regret that Mahomed Ali had not the opportunity of entering on any personal explana-
tion on the subject of his temporary administration with Mr. Clarke during that gentleman’s
stay in Ganjam.

4, Samples of the newly manufactured salt are frequently sent to me for inspection. The
enormous increase in this branch of revenue, which exceeded twelve laes during the last Fusly,
" W inereazed the manufactare in 1856, and dye substantially to three causes : 18t’ the
h‘;?{;}gﬁow.ugn;:n;utcﬁe gfn marked increase took pl;ice. manufacture of a supply sufficient to meet the

wants of the inland market, 2nd., improvement
in the quality of the salt, 8rd., the great advantages afforded to inland commerce by the roads we
have opened in Kimedy, Gumsur and elsewhere. The concurrent operation of these causes has
brought purchasers in great numbers and form long distances to our pans, and the rapid rise in
the revenue is not attributable to the individual exertions of the Deputy Collector, (however
otherwise deserving of credit) the steady increase having commenced long before his appointment
to the District.

5. With reference to paragraph 8, in which Government notice an opinion expressed by
Mr. Clarke to the effect that the cost price of salt at Itchapur should be reduced from
Rupees 9-6-0 toa lower amount, I beg to refer the Board to my letter dated 18th Febraary 1863,
No. 11, in which the grounds for fixing the present price are given in detail. With deference to

M;r. Clarke’s opinion, I am satisfied that Rupees 9-6-0 per Garce is, if any thing, a lower price
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a ditch or canal as should at once afford protection to the works, access to salt water, and facility

3 ' ; of moving salt. The cost of the work however 1s such that I abandoned the
than the Government ought to pay for salt either in Ganjam or any other District, and in the ,
present state of the labor market, a low rate of remn

neration will either lead the manufacturers
to throw up their occupation, or they will make up fo

ingenuity in pilfering.
6. It is a mistake to suppose that the road from the District Trank line to Sonapur, and
which pases near the Itchapur paus, has still to be made,

It was complete when Mr, Clarke
visited the pans, and since that time this branch line has been connected with the platform by a
short cross road.

r the reduction by increased activity and

three platforms at Nowpadah. This had been al
visit. Casuarina trees have been planted, or are being planted at

7. As regards the expediency of opening a road from the Ganjam port and salt-pans along 6. Paragraph 6: Reservoi-rs of fresh water wi

the north bank of the river, and passing through Poobacondah and the Hatghur estate to the ] when our funds permit ; something has already b

interior of the District, I beg to inform the Board that estimates were sent in and approved in : : Paragraph 7, (Already disposed of).

ave been struck out of every subsequent Budget in disregard of : Paragraph 8. A new supply

y myself and the District Engineer, and notwithstanding that at the Oomeravelly pans. Tam of o

ssive years lacs of Rupees have in the aggregate remained unspen t than 9 to 10 Rupees,

out of the grants made to various Districts,

een done in this way.
repeated representations both b

-channel is being excavated 1

y the Salt Deputy Collector to
pinion that the Price of salt pe

r Garce should no where be less

7¢ Pal’a <
' # 10th Angust 1864, with letter No, 188, graph 9, Ap estimate has been
€w pans through the rich estates in the interior of 3

teherry at Itchapore; one
will also be submitt
wpadah platform to Bapana-

ed for Oomeravelly.
8. Paragraph 11. The manufacture at Nowpadah was restricted last year to 50,000 Maunds
ave no demand for salt to bhe exported to Calcutta, and so 18 months at Ganjam. s T .to i aige *5pPly in hand
long as the market there is cheaply supplied with English salt there is nothing whatever to Lo 0 n .- at Mznsoorolfab, fhere. ke cemated quantity however hay
gained by the export of salt for Caleutta from Madras Depbts. ; ' 20 y at gﬁ’::}’pg:fﬂ - et be:m snded 11 fhe > ARBaicg of the Best
10. 1 subjoin a list showing the names ang services of the Salt Superintendents and others, : 7 »  at Qomeravelly, season | (owing to cfoudy weather) at most of
1 believe there is but one inefficient Person at present in the Department, and his services will be ' e i, PT o BN enpply
dispensed with on the final closing of the Munsurcottah sales, i, Oomeravelly, or Tichapore;
e " 9. Paragraph 12. My attention has long been directed to the points noticed here. Salt is
Excrosure No, 1. now both stored and received by weight, so that the latter named practice (over-storing) will
List showing the names and services of the Salt Superintendents, . necessarily cease, S
. lin? ExcLosvre No. 1.
* Names of the Cotaurs. Name of the Superintendent, Length of Service. .
RO o, From Lieutenant-Colonel 0. W, S, CHAMBERS, R.E,, Supermtendiug Engineer, 1st Division,
, ) R E to G. S. FORBES, Esq., Collector of Ganjam, dateq Dowlaishwarem, 11th March 1864,
Oomer:lellly.-. fia:amly Vencatramia |, e A7 8418 No. 2,327,
Nowpadah ... s | Mahomed Ali,.,, 27 6 28 P :
Thagoir | | Medapally Gopaulkristnama, " | 30 o 20 1= I8.sccordsnca with yonr lstexof. the 20th qunuary 1861, No. 5, T do myself the honoe
Munsoorcottah ... e | Karamaly Khan o Il 6 29 : ' of forwarding to you an estimate of the cost of surrounding the Sal¢ Pans and the platform at.
Ganjam ... =+ | M. Broome,,, e 9 2 3 Ttchapore with a moat; of bridging the same with seyep tif!lbé!l‘-bridges; and of regulating its
From G. S. FORBES, Esq,, Collector of Ganjam ; to W, HUDLESTON, Esq., Secretary to the
Board of Revenue, dateq Chett

supply of water by means of a two-vented masonry sluice ; the who]
2. Captain Philipps informs me that ] tchapore is ap exce
the establishment of a moat, and that the cost of similar worls at

s Proceedings No, 5,007 of the 5th instant, for-

erpoor, 23rd August 1864, No. 193,
1. I have the honor to acknowledge Board”

warding Government Order on My, Clarke's Re

¢ amounting t0 15,600 Rupees.
Ptionally favorable locality for

the other pans of the District,
‘ should the system of surrounding all :;’; p:';l: by cantals,'whi:: is adyocated by you, be univer-
Port on the salt works of this District. This ; tried out, must not be measured by the present. eatimate,

Report has never been furnished to me, I obtained, however, from the Executive Engineer copy of Sa")’sf’“ No doubt each locality where salt is manufactureq must, with reference to the proposed

o 73 Koot N 197, : t};; Gover:lment Ocder on it, and' have already : excavation of canals round it, be treated on its own werits, and wil] require to be separately

e v e NG e e b Shined b Copa P e o 22 0l s o e

I bhave anticipated their call for explanation, | Proceed therefore to notice those which remain, i s Obta:}e: 0:; I:cp"f fineee of dait; uag e manufac:’ur A sored ot s 1.0
5 Parag.rapl‘i 4. The Board direct me at once to carry out Mr. Clarke’s suggestion for s e bR

hedging and ditching salt pang a¢ Itchapore ang elsewhere,

ed and stored would cost 15,600
» Rupees, it would therefore be necessary to expend ten times th
I would carry out their wishes
dircetly if 1 had the means, but as my gy, Budget has been cut

at sum in putting moats round
: areas capable of making and storing ten lacs of Rupees of salt ; of course the expense might
o down from 9,000 to 4,000 Rupees, 3 be one and half lacs or much more ; but cateris paribus the larger the area enclosed by a moat
I bave scarcely sufficient tofmeet the Decessary expenses of the works, T had an estimate prepared _
t Letter only sent, Some months ago (which

: .() ate cost Of GDCIOSiDg it and if
h tbe IeSS Would be the PTOPOI'H it t ]
|In0wwndt0t° !
Boa'd) fOl‘ mlroundingthe new pms With .n‘:b

the experiment is to be carried
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out under the most favorable circumstances you should select the largest pans in the District to
try it on, remembering always that the circle is the figure of the greatest arca with the least
periphery.

4. 1 do myself the honor of enclosing Captain Philipps’ letter for information, and of
begging that it may be returned to me on perusal,

(True Copy.)

(Signed) G. S. FORBES, Colicctor-

1. Resolved that the fore

going letters be submitte
Orders of Government, dated

6th July 1864, No. 1,168,

2. Mr. Forbes is ?f opinion that the inferiority of the Salt at the Ganjam, Munsurcotiah,
and Oomaravally pans is more apparent than real, and is chiefly owing to the inferior nature of
the scil at these pans. If this is the case,

: : . it is only the more necessary that great care should
be taken in forming and Preparing the salt beds. A good stiff clay, well beaten in, and
sprinkled over with sand, should be uged for the floorin

/ § 8 aad great attention should be paid to
the concentration of the brine in the reservoirs before it is let into the beds, The Board,
however, admit that there is weight in the arguments brought forward by Mr. Forbes : and afier
his assurance that the only inefficient person belonging to the Department wil! soon ’be got rid
of, they will not recommend to Government that any punishment should be inflicted on the

d to Government, with reference to the

disnissed from their situations,

3. With reference to the closia
Government will observe that Mr., F
cottah. As it is not clear whether h

be requested to report further on thi
Ganjam.

8 teimark in_paragraph 6 of their Ordee under reply, the
orbes has already discontinued the manufacture at Munsur-
@ proposes to close these pans permanently or not, he will
s point and in regard to the concentration of the pans at

4. The Board can understand .
improvements as to enclosing the pans,
to transfer funds from some other heag
orders on these points, though, as show
likely to involve a considerab!

he Collector's

difficuliies in carrying out the desired
&e., and can onl

y trust that the Government may be able
€0 as to enable Mr. Forbes's locum tenens to carry out the

n in the enclosure to Mr. Forbes’s letter, his doing so is
¢ outlay,

: 5 On a re-coxllsid?ration of the question, the Third Member of the Board is not disposed
to insist on a reduction in the rate of Kudivaram at any of the pans ; but a really superior salt
must be made. The Board, however, will not at present recommend an inerease of the price
paid at the Oomaravally pans,

As so0on as the Collector is abls to re ior descrip-
: port that a superior deserip
tion of salt has been manufactured, heo may again bring the matter forward for consideration.
6. The improvement of the ressrvoirs

; i, and Water-supply, tha p!an'ting of topes, and the
improvement of the communications, are receiving due attention from the Collector, whose
remarks in paragraph 7 of his first sty

er above recorded are brought t» the special notice of
Government:

7. The estimate for the Cutcherr
and was forwarded to the Superintend
dated 20th September 1864, for subm
ing at Oomaravally will be submitted

y ot Iichapore has already received the Board's sanction,
ing Engincer, Ist Division, with the Board's Proceedings
ission to Government, The estimate for the similar build-
when received, .

8. Asobserved by Mr. Forbes, the practice of over-storing will now undoubtedly ::;szi :;
salt will be received into store in future by weight only, and the late unfavorable mena ]
season has already had the effect of considerably reducing the quantity of salt remaining
in excess of the usual demand,

Depariment; 5
; the Madras Government, Revenue
o % Srd November 1864.

i ted
Bavenpad could be easily excava
4 channel from Nowpadah to ' .
9. Though t‘fe lfxfzzotolleoror that, with the little prospect which now exists of uflldsggz
T aal cwt:he would not be justified in recommending that the outlay sho
trade with Caleu

—

OrpER THEREON, 3rd Nevember 1864, No. 2,026.

No. 45 The Government are satisfied with the exPla'mu?n
W ‘ afforded in these papers on the several points noticed in

NSalt. : their order dated 6th July 1861, No. 1,168. . Paragraph 4

of the Board’s Proceedings will be communicated to fhe

Department in view to some more economical method of protecting the pans being
epar

incurred.

Public Works
devised, (True Extract.)

(Signed) J. D. S1M,
Secretary to Government,

Board of Revenue. :
i ttlllxee Public Works Department.
»

Exd, S: T. Augustin.



roposed channel from Nowpadah to Bavenpad could be e"g,gﬂy oxcavaﬁed, _/3
e Collector that, with the little prospect which now exists of a salt
would not be justified in recommending that the outlay should be

9. Though the p
the Board agree with th
trado with Calcatta, he

. . i','c‘“ﬁd. : (True Copies and Extract.) »
; .
| | | | ' Sub-Secretary.
| To J. D. Sim, Esq., Secretary to Government, R. D. } )
Copy to E. B. Foord, Esq., Acting Collector of Ganjam.

N\
&
s

}

(§~
o)
§
e !3.0
;| ;\‘\'w\
“v“hi&q \
th‘ X

A
-

\1~<§
-~
‘ .
——gad

5

r
e § ‘
LY
.,
-
¥ o L
y % %
L
£ - :
= e 9 k]
|
¥
|‘ P
»
- : r .
3 ! :
. &

ST A AR e - L e | ' e




rﬂﬁ.

|

0.6 Qﬁ&\a&bx&?ig

PROCEEDINGS OF,THE BOARD oF REVENUE, ¥

* Dated 14¢h October 186%

-’o\ g ot
Co g0*+
.&“\% ‘\\

5 -\\225 \ »\Nm«

Ze a.ada

 Sabmibting with Tetter from: zsao w3
lector of Ganjam for explanation on cer- .n §

tain points connected the salt mamufactured

in the district,
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