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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
31st October 1864. |
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No. 383,  Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 18th Oct;ber 1864,
. No. 6,860.

' Read the following letter from the Honorable D. ARBUTIINOTT, Collector of Salem, to w.
IHUDLESTON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 6th October 1864,

No. 192 :—
1 have the honor to transmit copy of the Sub-Collector’s letter, dated the 28th ultimo,
No. 201, and to request that the several description of European Agricultural Implemedts

“ applied for by him, if available, may be supplied direct to him at an early date.

Excrosurk No. 1.

. From H. S. THOMAS, Esq., Sub-Collector, to the Honorable D. ARBUTHNOTT, Collector
of Salem, dated Oossoor, 28th September 1864, No. 291.

1. Ilaving occasion to mow my lawn, and my own scythes, ordered privately from England,
pot having then arrived, I sought from Colonel Thompson the loan of such scythes and mowers
as could be spared from the Remount Dep6t under his orders. He obligingly sent me three |
h pative mowers to teach my servants how to use them.

scythes Wit
2, I took advantage of the occasion to invite the attendance of the townspeople of Qossoor.
Though no previous notice had been given, as I was not aware myself till a few hours before

) that I should have scythes and mowers to exhibit, the attendance was good- Much imeres; -

was shown, some objections raised and met, prices asked, and personal experiments mades :

3, The result was that six natives then and there took advantage of the general offer I
made, to procure from England on my own responsibility scythes for which they would haveto

meke no payment till they were delivered.

4. During the ensuing week, others dropped in from time to time as I bad thrown open
my grounds, saw the mowing and asked for scythes, so that, in the course of one week, fourteen
scythes in all have been applied for, and T expect that others too will yet come forward. Imay
mention that 1 have already procured two for oneZemindar when getting scythes for myself.”

5, Aslhada viece of land that I required to plough to prepare it for an experiment with
Peruvian Cotton, and as this land had for that reason been selected by the side of a public road,
and close to Oossoor, I thought it would be a convenient time and place to exbibit ploughing ;
and encouraged by the successful result of the mowing exhibition, I sought from Colonel
T, Thompson, the Remount Agent, the loan of a dwarf English plough, which he kindly- placed

at my disposal. .

6. The plough came yok

~  {he depbt facilities than to the
bullocks, and then & pair of bu
complete.

7. Selecting a likely landholder, I gave him & pencil and paper and made him sit down in
the field, and then and there go practically through the calculation of Profit and Loss attending
the purchase of sucha plough. e and his friends tooka foot rule, and measured with their
own bands the preadth and depth of the furrow made by the Engligh plough, and compared it
with that made at the same time and place, and by the same bullocks by the best native plough
they could produce. The result was that they declared the English plough did the work of nine )
native ploughs ; and arguing therefrom that the hire of eight ploughs per diem was saved,

contiruing this calculation for the month and year, and adding thereto the fact that three native
ploughs at Rupee 1 each are worn out in a year, and deducting therefrom the cost (Rupees 40)
: , ) of one English plough calculated to last twenty years Or more, together with a margin for repairs,
S S e NN T L : they found that in hire and purchase of plough every English plough would be a saving of about
e - SR - T TR R I ‘Rupees 1,000, besides this there was the increased crop which might be expected to result from )
¢ N g L ' improved tillage.

ed to a large Australian borse, but as that was more adapted to
Indian Ryot's want, I substituted first a pair of ordinary plough
flaloes, and set a common Ryot to guide it, and the success was
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenye Department
: 31st October 1864, | ’

8. Though this calculation, which wag their own, was perbaps somewhat b, it sulficed
to satisfy them that the profit must be great, and the consequenci is tha:w I Za.:rouge . ilv sdueiccv(;n
applications for English ploughs, which [ have undertaken to procure in th o way :h
scythes. I know several more that are considering the qilestion and L e sa.fne way as the
a few days, to follow this example. Besidesindiy » and are likely, in the course of

idual wealth i
have clubbed together to buy one between them. Y purchasers several ordinary Ryots
9. Previous to these accidental ex

Agent was specially directed and suppli
a regular farm labourer, and an Engine

periments, T had considere

ed with implements for th
er for his assistants, g

d that as the Remount Deptt

energies on the same field. I therefore abstaineg tillmy own lawn and Peruvian Cotton field
brought about these unexpected results,

10. As these same implements, seythes and ploughs,

e have been in frequent use with the
Remount Depdt Agent for more than a year, and he has cert

ainly not been wanting in endeavours
t time the success that I have had in
importance must be attached to local
smyself; Tdid so in their own mother

. ] and they had a certain confidence in me, especially
as I argued with them direct, and not through an Interpreter, and continued to impress upon

them that I would not have their purchase out of fayor to me, unless they were quite convinced
it would be pecuniarily advantageous to them.

a single week, I cannot help arguing therefrom that some
influence and local knowledge. I knew to whom to addres

1. The Remount Depdt Agent personally has, as I have said, been certainly active in his
exertions ; it is to his courtesy I owe the loan of the scythes and plough, andhe himself was
present and rejoiced 2t my success ; nevertheless 1 argue that an officer in his position is not, for
introducing agricultural improvements, so favorably situated as a Revenue Officer, and I beg to
urge that I too way be supplied with English agricultural implements for the purpose.

12. Colonel T, Thompson tells me that those received in Madras are not the same as thoge
mentioned in the Proceedings of Government No. 427, dated 11th March 1864. If I might be
favored with a list of those actually received, I shall be able to make a selection ; if not, I shall
be glad to receive any you can obtain for me from the Board. hope that scythes, dwarf
ploughs, harrows, and winnows, may at least be among the number. The scythes should be fitted
with cradles for mowing grain crops. .

13. The cost to Government of theabove experiments has been nill as I have borne it
myself, but if I am allowed to make a small outlay for carriage and bullocks, I propose to take
implements out with me on circuit, and exhibit them in distant Talooks. If without previous
notice, #nd in the vicinity of Qossoor, I have had such successin one week, more may be
expected from more lengthened exhibitions duly notified, in different places ; some objections
have been raised which still require to be met, but which I am confident of conquering when
the proper time comes,

14, T shall be glad if you can obtain for me the most approved “ Churka,,® as I observed
in the Board's Proceedings, dated » that the Board is able and willing to procure them.
I want one for cotton of different kinds which I have grown myself, and which experiment has
been successful, and will in due course be reported on in detail.

15. In conclusion I'would venture to make the suggestion that if I may be permitted to
at once hand over at cost price to some of my applicants a few of the English implements brought
out by Government, the delay of sending home for them will be obviated, and two or three
ploughsin daily practical use in the hands of Ryots will do more to break down ignorant

. prejudices than twice their number inthe hands of a Collector. Still I do not know if the

Government have a sufficient number on hand to be able to spare them thus.
(True Copy.)
(Signed) D. ARBUTHNOTT, Collector.
\
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’s 1 ing t with much gratification, and will
used Mr, Thomas’s interesting repor grat wi
. I:::tpf‘z: permission to place some of the implements at %ns dxspo.sal f:or exhibi-
- apoly t:hG(g’i:ict But they are doubtful whether the Pony Plough which he tried is the best
‘ tion in the Di ]

P The Bu

Thompson has recently taken to the
. i ts of the country, and as Colonel :
suited tOfthe :‘;ﬁ’::?;:' varicties of ploughs specially selected by General F. Cotton for this
arm

Oossoor Thomas to obtain Colonel Thompson’s permission to exhibit these - 4

country, they request Mr.

ploughs in action at Oossoor, and to report the result.
o

ORDER THEREON, 3lst October 186%, No. 2,002.
j : 1. The Board are at liberty to send Mr. Thomasa plough and

i
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¢

£

L

:

hich will be available after {
i eous. Hoe and some of the Scythes w . ‘ 1
ﬂ e g:l::g uop the two sets of implements ordered in G. O, 4th instant. ;

incurred in exhibiting the
ill sanction any reasonable expense incu g
;ﬂﬂ;: tlu‘:ilng the settlement, and will procure a further supply of such as the
y
buy from England.

9. The Gove
jmplements to the

ish to » ‘
people may Wis (True Extract.)

. (Signed) J. D. SIM, n
Secretary to Government. ) i
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Expressing gratification at perusing M,
, \ Thomas's report on the result of the exhibition
’ of certain Agricultural Implements at Oossoor,
| g and applying for permission of Government to
place some of the Euglish Implements at his ¢
. disposal for exhibition,
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