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] regulated by the length and scantling. If the Public Works agree to pay tho maryes Price for
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: Proceedings of the Madras Goverament, Revenye Dgparlment,
; 21st October 1864, :
: —— N

P

No. 258, Read the following letter from Captain R. I, BEDDOME, Ofﬂciatfng Conser.
vator of Forests, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, -
Fort Saint George, dated Camp Ooty, 5th September 1864, No. 1,051 .— ’

Sir
. In’reP’y to paragraph 3 of the Government Qrder No, 1,237 of the 14:h of Jaly, I have

the honor to forward copy of a letter from the Officer in charge of the Muduma”a_y forest in
explanation of the rates charged by him for Mudumallay timbey,
P 2 Yhen the Government Order was published prohibiting all inter-departmental payments

~e

I issued a Circular to the Officers of my Department that i future timber Was to be supplied t ,

i kr{-a‘«.wu!a

.- all Government Departments without payment, byt that 5 voucher should pe taken for the

] amount at the market rate at the time of supply, . .

© 8, Tt seems clear to me that.the market rate is the only fair charge ; if g fiyeq tariff wag
attempted, the Department of Public Woiks would of courge be (?issatisﬁed if the marke; prion
: fell below our rates, and they could of course refufe to take our timbep and draw theip supplics
from the market ; if on the othel‘,hand’ a.n ll}crease in the expenses of felling ang carting or othep
circumstances caused an unavoidable rise in the market rates, we should pot be showing a fyjr

AATEDY

» returp. . . .
?-‘ 4. When the Darracks were being built at Welhugton, the market rate for first class Teak a¢
1 . . <

Ootacamund was 1 Rupee and 1-4 per cubic foot, the great increase of late in the price of grain ‘
H . . ¢ y

wages, &¢., has nearly doubled the expenses of felling and carting, and first clagg Teak now fetches

the:e 'prices in the forest below the Ghit, and at Ootacamund the market rute wag 1isen to

~
g 1.8 and 2 Rupees.

5. Previous to the Government Order prohipiting inter-departmenta] Payments, the Offjcer

F in charee of the Mudumallay forests had received an advance of 40,000 Rupees from the
; in charg Asylum, and had agreed to supply a large amount of Teak at the price of Rupee 1.4.¢
Lawreu.ce : 5); o :1]1 classes were taken indx’scriminately, a selection however has been made, s¢

per c.ubxc }00 ’beeﬂ charged for according to the class taken, this alterazion, however, had noth:'nn-
the timber has as stated by Colone] Walker 3

to do with the re-payment of the 40,000 Rupees, The classes are

] the class they require, the best of these classes will be i'eserved for them on their indent being
e ¢

received. Vith reference to paragraphs 3 and 4 of Colonel Walker's letter, T wish to point out

(;' A‘nall:l allay and Nellumboor Establishments are the only GovernmentForestEstanghments
_‘b“t e anar ¢ alluded to by ,Colonel Walker ; until very lately the former forest was worke]
in tbo‘ D!lsf;;‘; the Bombay Dockyard and the Gun Carriage Manufactories, and even after the
exclusively hut up it was not desirable to throw the timber iq to the market as it had been
I?Ck?:i wz';':: sEnglish Admiralty. From the latter forests there was Bothing available except
offere )

- lantations).
; the thinnings of the p . . . -
sapll;.gs g’n future the Department of Public Works will always be 1aformed of the stocke of,

imber available from Government forests ; a Circular to this effect has beey forwarded to all the
timber

Officers of my Department.

8. With reference to the concluding remarks in paragraph 4 ang to paragraph'7 of Colonel o 'g

Walker's lctter, Government I believe are z'zware thfxt it has ne:vex: been the duty of the Forest 5

Department to deliever timber beyond their established Depéts’; to carry out what Colonel i

\Veflfcr scems to think our vocation we should require much larger establishments than we now
a

9. Colonel Walker complains of the Government seigniorage of 1 Rupee per tiee charged
in the Davie Shola, as heavy, the trees may be said to average five bandy loads each, and many of
them can be sawn up into good planks for building or scaffolding, I think I am far within the
mark if I state that timber cannot be purchased on private lands at even double this rate, The
Lawrence Asylum had a grant of one Shola near their site, but they now think it desirable to-
reserve portions of this and are consequently indenting upon the Davie Shola,
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