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. 3rd February 1864.- :
1 | No. 49. * From Captain’ R. H. BEDDOME, Officiating Conservator of ‘Forests, to J. D. .
L2 £ ' ' SIM, Esq., Sccretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated e .
o | - ... . 7 'South Canmars, 2lst November 1863, No. 745:— . .+ - - '
4] . ’ 1. I have the honor to ackno“jledge the receipt of the Gover'nAment_ Order No. 9,038 of the
i i . ‘ - -12thof November. -~~~ = . . T ’
§ . A . 2 The proposed Rules commented on by Dr.- Cleghorn and Dr. Brandis are the Rules

WA T it e v t———.

o - Proceedings of »the‘ Madras Go’vernment,‘Revenuq Department,

lately framed by me in communication with the Board of Revenue and sanctioned b y Government
in their Order No, 1,099, dated 22nd of June 1863. ' : , ’

8. Dr."Cleghorn particularly requested me to keep him informed of all changes, &e., in
the Department, and to forward him any documents that might be of use to him in organizing .
. establishments in the North.. Dr. Cleghorn is still Conservator of the Madras Presidency and is
absent on special duty. The Code of Rules (at that time only proposed) were forwarded privately,
they had been drawn up with great care, and some had been found to work excoedingly well in E ;
this Presidency, it was thought, therefore, that they might be of use. Imust say, however, thatT - g
- - was much astonished when Dr. Cleghorn and Dr. Brandis published a commentary on them, parti- \
: cularly as Dr. Cleghorn was aware that the Rules had not at that time received the sanction of ;
Government, - : T ' ]
4. The Rules do not appear to have Leen quite understood by Dr, Cleghorn and Dr. o
Brandis, I beg therefore to forward a Note that I have drawnup on the subject. '

3

. Note on Dr. Cleghorn and Dr., Brandis' Memorandum in re Madras Forest Rules.

1. “Although Ryots are allowed timber frgé of charge there are restrictions ; they can fell
in certain jungles, but only to a limited extent, i, e., for the purpose of making agricultural
implements, &c. (and not for building purposes, or for sale), nor are Ryots ever allowed to cut
the timbers published in the District Gazettes as reserved. Before the comméncement of the
last official year, Ryots were cutting Teak, Satin and Vengay and the best kinds of timber for
plough carts and house building. o -

T R T S g n A AT RPN R A N A

2. The Tahsildar is only a recejver of money, he grants a voucher for the receipt of a cer-
tain amount ; but the Forest Department are not obliged to grant a license on receipt of this, -
but may return it to parties with an order for a refund, if it is desirable to reserve the timber
indented for or to reserve the particular forest in which parties have applied to be allowed to
fell; this however is generallyavoided, aswhen particular timbers or particular tracts are reserved
for a time notice i3 given inthe Gazette and elsewhere in the District. The Revenue authorities
being the receivers of all money act as a check against embezzlement on the side of the Forest

Department, this is very desirable as some Districts are under Overseers and Sub-Assistants.
(Before this rule came into force great peculation was carried on in one District,) The Forest
Departmecut also acts as a check against any nefarious transactions on the part of the Native
Rerenue authorities. A three feetin girth tiee is not a large one, but a standard rule that nothing
emalier should be cut, or when so cut should in all cascs be confiscated, was a great improvement.

) ‘ Before this rule of confiscation came into force,’v‘sr\plingi were cuf to an immense extent; I have
seen bandy loads of Teak and Kard Murdih (Terminatia) saplings six and seven iaches in -
diameter. We do not, however, always allow three feet trees to be cut, and if six feet trees are I
to be procured the District Officer can enforce the felling of the same; in some Districts, ixowever,
trees ncver attain those dimensions, The trees are often marked (when they are to be felled by ’
license), this is always done in Madura, South Canara, and in some parts of Salem, Kurnool and
Cuddapah ; these three lutter districts, however, are very ‘straggling, and it would be impossible
to mark the trees systematically without a very large establishment, )

3. The furests of our Presidency are divided into two classes.

4. All relly valuable forest is strictly conserved and worked by the Department them-
- sclves (this is Class 1), B ' \ C oy
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Horeste; the Seegur forests ; the Collegal and Bow

Canara forests ; the Sal forests of Gumsur ; the forcsts around Nelsmbur (Malzb
. ur (dalabar),
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Proceedings of the Madras Government Reven
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3,(1 Feb(‘ua)'y 1861, ¢ pepartnzen.!, :

'

'5. Al inferior forest, 4 év that whicl o ‘ '
. JnoTEsh B G 1 would not pay f C oy ) :
Efﬁ? ;10 thetP“I;ll.‘c.On the Voucher and Licenge systeml,) I{ndirr atll;ceg:lar YVOTng cata Jishment
ishment, (this is Class IT). Itis to this latter portion of our uperintendence of a Forest
Rules apply. o . ) 0 of our forcsts only that the Code of

6. To Class I belong Nave .« ehe ' '
elong, the Anamallays ; the Wyn4d and IMunsur forests ; the Mudumall !

1]

y)

ani forests ; the Denkencottah forests (inthe

y th

{

' 7. To Class TI. belon i

o g, the Cuddapah ict; i i :
portion of the Maduea Dot pah District ; the chief portion of Salom District; a large
. o

s t' .
(the Nallay Mallays), ‘s , portion of the Sonth Canara District and the Kurnool District
8. The latter District will. b | o
. . erict » however, ere lonr b
tlnvng to be’gamed by dividing the forests i’u three c;as:esb
9. Rule R
. ‘rlflerﬂ NO L a(n‘d ;II- ij ﬂfle Codo are a provision against Kumri, - :
(Signed) R. IL BEDDOME, Captaig
.. ’
Oﬂmalsng Conseroator of Forests.

. . ) ’ '
rought into Class I. I cannot see an);

1
{

.- (True _COPY‘)

| Depu(y .Sacrclary ‘0 Government,

 Exd. 8. T. Augnstia.
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‘ ' . Revexve DEPARTMENT.
: o . IR R ForT SAINT GEORGE,
) . : : - ‘ Srd February 1864. : -
No. 50. No. 189' | . - ‘
From
J. D. SIM, Ese.,
: © Secretary to the Governient of Fort Saint George
To : ' A ,
The Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works Department.
Sir, : _— , '

1. TIam directed to acknowledgé the receipt of the Proceedings of the Right Honorable-
the Governor General of India, Public Works Department, dated Simla, 8th September 1863
Circular No. 44, G. G., and to furnish the information therein required regarding the Fores’t

administration of this Presidency.
« 9 The enclosed communication from Captain B:ddome explains the circumstances under

~e

:which thé rules, on which Doctor Cleghorn and Mr. Brandis have commented, were privately
forwarded to the former. Itisto be regretted that these gentlemen did not respect the private

character of Captain Beddome’s -le.tter, or at least communicate with him on the points which
seemed to them to nced explanation. ) :

3. Ta this Presidency the !arge and really valuable forests are entirely worked by the
ConSel-van.cy Depaftment, wh? thin, plant, fell'and sell all the timber, and conduct every operation
under their own direct superintendence. This system is adopted wherever it pays. To these
forests the rules, on which Doctor Cleghorn- and Mr. Brandis have commented, do not apply,
and this mistake of course materially affects the value of their comments and criticisms.

4. In several Districts there are extensive tracts of forest and jungle land which repay
conser‘vancy,‘ but from their scattercd position and the sparseness of the timber trees in them,
could not be worked by the Department except atan enormous and wholly disproportionate
In these tracts the Conservancy. Department guard the existing timber, and plant wherever
Persons desirous of getting timber pay their money into the Tahsildar’s
her or receipt, on production of which the Forest Officer, at his discre«
In the former case, the precise locality where the timber is to
be cut, the description of tree and every other necessary particular is specified in the licensa,
1n the latter case an order for refund is given. Wherever practicable, the forest Officers further
mark the trees which are to be cut, but the expéense of this measure prevents its universal ado[;-

It is to these forests only that the rules above referred to apply.-
where nothing but low scrub and scattered trees of no

cost.
planting will pay.
Treasury receiving a vouc
tion issues or refuses a license.

tion.
" 5. 1In cther parts of the country
the Revenue authorities preserve the jungles as well as they can, the head men of

value occur,
any thing to be answerable for. To place

the villages being held auswerable, where there is

guch tracts under regular conservancy would necessitate the employment of an army of foresters,

entailing great and unremunerative expendituré.
- 6. Ilaving thus briefly explained the Madras system, I am to submit the following remarks

on such parts of the ¢ Note” by Drs. Cleghorn and Drandis, as need particular notice, premising
that the rules themselves were sanctioned by this Government two months before the * Note”
was written and have worked very well. : )
7. Note, paragraph 3. Village topes sre cared for by the Revenue Officers, because no
other Department can perform the duty. - These topes have in the great majority of instances
been planted by the villagers themselves and are therefore municipal rather than State property.
8. Note, Paragraph 4. The term ¢ agricultural purposes” means what Drs. Cleghorn and
_Brandis suppose, wood (of the unreserved kinds) for the construction and repair of agricultural

instruments and fallen twigs and leaves for manure.

9. Note, Paragraph 5. Ryots cutting the reserved timbers are in all cases liable to pro-

_gocution under Rule 1. .
10. There seems to be some misapprehension on the part of Drs. Cleghorn and Brandis as

to * forests within village boundaries.”” The whole of this Presidency is divided into villages
o

- i
and trees, houses, all things in fact are within some village bouncary, The exyression cecurs
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ghificatjon than o definition of the limits withip
+ Drs, Cleghorn ang Drandis are right i
any one elge, belong to the Government,

Sandal Babool vy large portion of the Presideacy has
andal, a6n9] tree, . s . .

Red Sanders, Biris, . Dothing in i that can be called timber, ang the

Ebony, Cateclin, : v H

Satin‘wood, Custard Appe, Teserved ljst, alwaysg includes, as the marginal

Black 4 g"m': abstract shows, every tree worth reserving, It
ack-woad, oapnut, . ’

Palmirah, Capﬁamng, 18 no doubt of great importance to Preserve all

Soorool Chukiay, E . . .

J::l:ctreg. i oj‘;ﬁ‘;‘;’m forest tracts, but it 18 of stjl] grenter.lmpor_-

Achamarum, a‘ancollay, tance that Government should scrupulously

Maruda treo, cecoymarnm, . . . .

Common Fermingl,. Punnay tree, . respect Private rights, It would bo Impossible

Glabrous Ferminalig, Tamering tyee, '

Cudduin tree,

the rights are of a
Stances, but sych

community, Ther
management doeg pot prevail,

is no municipality

Canara System is pecyliar

Districts,

Even ip

Note, Laragraph, 17
ly Teceives the money ang thq voucher j

¢are no « village foregty™ in

bers to buy up thege rights, for the amount of

Very trivial natyre, They q

XCeptional abuseg g, not warrant Tesumplion of the rights of tle whole

this Presidency, and as the village system of

each Ryot being perfectly independent of his neighbour, there
Or recognized community to whicy, a villa

to a very pecyliyr Province, ang coul
Canara it ig not altogelier 4

R a mistake, The Tabsile
13 simply a Teceipt for the same, Experienco

hands of the Subordinato Oflicers of the Forest

3 & check on thej, Operations, 70 Forest Officers
lute power of granting op withhold; )

timber 8rows again,

by Preventing Ky

burning,

14. Note{

In North

Presidency : Clasg 1
Forest Officers, who

16. On Dr. Brandiy Note regarding the Fyrest

vations are needed,

Pamgraph 2,

as with that reservation they will apply to any forest'an)_'where,

cceptable to timper merchan
Note, Paragrap), 19, K

with the Previous sanctiop of the Fy

mary on sych spots, The
all Government forests ang woods. Ruleg-

Laragrap) 14, The class;

"

¢
ng licenses, gq that the hypothetica] case of inconve-
13 could never geoyy, The plan of requiring the
A

g the money would involve
ts and cayge much ugelegsq Correspondence.

N new groung jp evory District, except

ot Where Kumary pag once taken place no
buta dense 1ass of unhealthy underwood, g0 that no object would pe gained

8 strictly enforced in
Canara it i understood ¢hyy Rumg witary reasons.

hat adopted in this
entirely undep the management of the

Y tracts not ‘worth
e vxllage officers under ' the Collectors

nder the” License and

17. The Government cannot demyp to his
laid down for those I’rovinccs, mulatis mutandis, wi

but coneidcring t
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' . ) ieve, ha
if"-rences of the two countries, and the fact that Dr, Brandis, as the GOV_e"“me'ft beheve;sess
a ;;l'e:"e in either the idea indicates a dangerouns tendency to generalize on insuflicient premises,
never been

18. The proposal in paragraph 3, viz., the deputation “of one or two experf'enced arﬁi (‘;02)?
. ~ . : i ed for.
tial fﬁcers’?to visit the forests, if intended to apply to this EPtesld.eflCY: 1'5 qlgte “2"’3 er clon
'gin I(grﬁocexs of the Forest, Department here are al] experienced in their work and are un Q
e ?

supervision. ~

L far ag this
it This system of centralization hag been tried in sev'eral Departmen:sn?i:f:n ed:t i
Pre: :d cy is concerned has undoubtedly failed, Its extension to the Fores Ptl deprecate.
'Pres'lt 6!illlyyalso prove a failure. Any such stop this Government would o CoP
nevita

. i ha
the conservancy of forests all over India, and that there is no reason for attempting suc
as the

u n «

ibly supervise the operation of the Department throughout India, and the intervention of
poss

h an Officey between the local Governments and thejy subordinates could not but be mis.
'such a

hievous. The latter would look beyond their own Government for the reward of their exertions,
.chie .

d would necessarily feel that the control over their Proceedings would be Iefs stringen(ti bezau(sie
moro 4 t. The arguments which the Government used jn the letter marginally note regar .
rore dant ) ing the Directorship of; the Post Office apply -wit
To Government of India, dated 11th December 1862, equal force to the Forest Department, an d the Govern-

o Bas. ' ment trust that so injurious and expensive a measure
is not really contemplated by the Supreme Governmeqf.~ , .
A I have the honor to be,

Sir, . _
Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) J. D, SIM, .
Secretary to Government.

4 Exd. S. T, Avgustin, .
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