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Proceedings of

V

No. 141 ‘Read the follpwing Proceedings.of the Board of Re
No. 4,220.

he Superliniendent of Staﬁxps, dated Madras, 27th June 1864,
No. 1,848 of Fusly 12793 :— ~

venue, dated 6th Ju'y 18G4,

Tead the following letter ffom t

consideration of the Revenue Board the followinz
protection to the Goverament against forgery

1. T have the honor to submit for the
remarks on the use of water-marked paper as a
14 Stamps. o ‘ )

2. . The subject has engaged my close attention since
e carefully watched the system now in foree,
oles might be closed, and the intended precaution rendered of value.
tion of a water-mark implies that the other precautioﬁs are deemed insuffi-
equally with the others, must fulfil two conditions, not only must
but its absence must be evidence pri;na Jacie of fraud, ’

I bave been in charge of the Stamp

office; I hav and considered how what appear to

me fatal looph
3. The adop

cient, But to be effective, that,
its presence be evidence of autbenrjc'ity,
if the latter condition be absent, the former becomes mere surplusage. . -

4. Prior to the issue of water-marked paper in this Presidency the Board unaev: date 26th
April 1862, in compliance with Government Order, No, 881 of 23rd idem, directed arrangements
to be made for «tamping any material brought by the public for the purpose. In the absence
<k this was not objectionable. The nature of the material to be stamped had

of any water-ma
e of as the vehicle of a precaution ; entire dependence was placed on the

not then been made us
stamp and counter-stamp.

5. This order resulted fro
I am surprised to find that such 2 p

been adopted some years previously. - . = ,
6 But the looseness of the practice under that condition is patent; why should a stamp

forger seck the water-mark when he might quite as easily gounterfeit the paper withouta
. g submitted one blank sheet of paper to the

qually authentic ; havin
1l as for initials, or any other private mark of the Super-

g them on thé rest of the ream 1in his possession

m a reference as to the practice then observed at Calcutta, and
ractice was in force there, wheie I learn the w ater-mark had

office for a locus in the register, as we
intendent, what is there to prévent his repeatip
if he possesses die. ‘ |

" 7. Thatthere was a defe
has been made at Calcutta by init

ct in this course was at once instinctively felt ; and ar; attempt
ials, and at Madras by an office seal, to remedy it ; but these
sily imitated as the stamp, and therefore fail in their object.

ivate material, which commenced prior to the issue of

ce of stamping Pr
n it was without otjection, continues without change to this day ; blank

nd even clean sheet
o can be so but vaguely, as a Bond, an Agreement, and even occa-

a forger of stamps can, 28 I said before, strike any mumber with
stry becomes of little avail. Should any question arise, I can
for a certain person on a certain day, but I can say no more.
ater:mark for further proof, for I myself continually

rer}xedies are as ea

8. This practi
water-mark paper whe
docaments of every kind 2

sionally as a blank paper ;
similar impressions, and my regi
but say a blank paper was stamped
al to the absence ~of the w

- 5

the use of the water-mark, as 101‘1g‘ ag it is one of the
uld be established as a rule and enforced by the Courts,
ially registered, and evidence of the registry required

stamp plain paper. - )
~9.-To rerx;edy this uncertainty,
y Government, sho

pr‘vcaulioné adopted b ‘
om it should be spec

‘aud every exemption fi
in prosecution of guits. . : , . .

uld be invited to make use of the forms of Bonds, Agreements, &c.,
rded to the Revenue Board by the Chamber of Commerce with

that were prepared and forwa ; ‘
These should be kept in stock printed on the Govern-

trer dated 26th August 1861.

their le ) Al !
ment water-mark papen and stamped as required on the application of parties.

..-"11. In reference to manuscript documents and such as could not convgniemly be kept
: use of the Government water-

érimed in stock, the public Jhou'd be required either to make
- . N

s of paper are sent to me to be stamped ; they are -
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an be capable of imitation, This R
ht bear a cipher mark, and be

S e e i NN

maiked and stamped paper procurable from the Yendors, or to draw out the documents in full,
leaving only the exzecution incomplete before

2pplying for them to 1Y stamped ; this office would -

€ paTties concerned, so 1o individualize the document
imilar date and valye 2 hazardous speculation,
the course above Proposed must be slizhtly modified.

se of private water-marks of their own to proteet
themeelves from forgery of their bills, they would be loth to give up the security this affords,

and be exposed to the risk incarred by the use of a paper that could be purchased by the public;
for it should be borne in mind that the Government water-marl

< protects ouly the authenticity

of the stamp, and will not protect the bill, Sych then as wee a private water-mark should be

permitted to register, and deposit confidentially a specimen in the Boird's office, and all others

should be required to make use of the Government paper.
13. Thus far [ have considered the

zea

’ ill not

: ; ountry, w! .

of artinthis ¢ and mig '
anced. -

¢ bo enb alcutta are not used for

) ) esent state S . stam}‘,
and which, in lhe:ze of the existing col'n'ueileation mig s
would take the plé that the difﬁcultY? - tamp machines In C
eriodically alhered'dsob Jieve that the Bi-color &
- . €
3- rrhe B()&l .

. ials.
. . vate mater!
impressing pri ume,
. 4 ,l‘he ‘Board preS

12. Inthe matter of Bills ofExchzmge
Most banks and many merchants make y

“ ‘ y i it that lhe |
l '1‘ mple (iOES not expressl mention ’
14 l«)ne e
t.hnu,h CO

i sistant is care- .
i f his Assistant 1s
the signature © : e
o blank stampel, AP }:)y Board, and they trust that this pre ,
i £ iva ' ey the |
| iy matoc, s ggred on 2. pert 1186~ i{y acainst forgery of stamps.
aintained, asor ‘ D eeeut gains
h fully maintained, material additio e A

e

82,
13th October 1864, No. 1,8

T T LT

g, T G IR

. .pted asa ) ‘
e r;"y '?i:(;::je:iutendent will please t

ORDER THEREON,
No. 142,

course necessary to render 1he water
adopted as a precaution by the Government? effcctive ag such; and 1 respectfy
be adopted, and persistently carried o
carred by Government jg procuring
n it3 custody and issue.

maintaining the yal
almost insole,

-mark, wlready
Uy submit that
ut, no advantage
the special paper

unless the sugzested or similar preciationg
can possibly result from all the expense in
from LEngland, or from the care observed
14. But this course, if effoctive in
against fraud, would, I fear, be found
exp>nsive to the Goveinment,

here i

ue of the water-mark 45 » prolection

|
{
a
!

d with refere
Ordered to be recz:iel-lth September 1864, No. 1,691

PN

1
Government ¢a
" ings of

" tract") N
(True Ex -
(Sigﬁed) C. G. I;lAS;rI;Rt; Government.
Deputy Secretar

nce to the Proceed-

able in severity by the

.

e

public, and most
15, Mercantile transactions are 3o varjed : ¢

importance, thut I fear 1he public, who even
ments of the Stamp Act, feel jtg operations ag g
stringent rules above suggested were carr
infringements of the law would be wuch more frequent,
16. It would be incumbent on the Government

» 0 make an ample ang varied provisi
wants of the public, and to maintain g lay

Ze establishment fop its
= inspection a few specimens of the papers
to keep them in stock would nee3 the sto
went to be completed before affixing g st
- retarding of the progress of busin,

ess,

17. [ would tespectfully suggest that the proteciing of the Gg
no longer be sought by a water-mark ; attention should be turpe
endenvors made to securd the inter thy

ests of Government by the ad
ments whether in colors or impress

Severe tax on the

: ir operationg would, if the
led out, find the

M seriously embarraggin g

s and na'urally

12 resirictions ag ’
marked papers to meet the .ﬁ \ -
disiribution, 1} encluse for - . ‘ -
» the varieties of these are endless ; , » ‘
Stationer, but to require each docy- - )
tive alternative, would be a continual -

amp, the only effec

tamp itself, and ' - evenue.

. option of the Latest improve.- To the Board of X S

1008, as well as by the periodical change of designs, these ‘ |

would afford sound security against fraud, while giving the uimosy freedom to (he t:‘.' . . " ‘

. of commerce. K o ] o Hhsactions ' o ) ‘

. . . - ) — - . '
~ ENCLOSURES Nog, 1to 10.—Specimens,

. i oo ) )
1. Colonel Temple’s lett.él_' will be s '
the serious nature of the defect pointed out yy him,
subject on the attention of Government,
tendent were, however, deemed fatal to any system

. except what the Government provides save in
‘ ‘ execution.

. - M

€ case of documents !

P

X

2, The Board observe from_a recent Proceedings of Government(
will since have received) that it is proposed to adq in England 5 Bi-color
sent out, but this will afford no additional Seeurity 80 lor{é' as the sty
continues to be permiited, ‘and this practice ean scarcely be ayoiq
L Tecommend tha\b‘ application be mado to the Secr

etary of State fo
o . vate workmanship, which can be used 1o impress EVeTy paper thy
i ;_ - r» ' - ) N l . i ) N

=]
e
-
5 2.
o
3
- G N

which Colone] Temple - K
stamp to the blank paper : ;o )
ping of Private materialy = N '

ed. The Board woylg ‘

thereforg ) - R S, T. Augustin. |
Tasget of check dies of elabo- ' ’ , ‘ Ex,d- S
! goes through (ke Stamp office; °
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