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~ Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
- 26th September 1864.

_ Read the following papers :— . ’

No. 362, TFrom W. ROBINSON, Esq., Inspector General of Mofussil Police ; to the Honor-
able A, J. ARBUTIHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated
Kotagherry, 23rd August 1864, No. 1,753.

. 7 Sigr,
* llqeet:er from the S“Periﬂter{dent of Police, dated 26th July 1. I bave the honor to submit the corres-

Copy of letter to_tho Magistrate, Godavery District, dated pondence® noted in the marzin on the subject

5th August 1864. .
Lettor from the Officiating Magistrate, Godavery District, ©f the legal right to search Boats suspected of

dated 15th August 1§64. . smuggling on the narrow branch of the Goda-
very which bounds Yanam.
2. 1 need scarcely state that if this is declaved free water, the facility of evading the custom
duties is greatly enhanced.
3. 1 do not share the doubt of the Collector of Godavery.
Referred for the opinion of the Advocate General.

Forr St. GEORGE, . "~ (Signed) J. D. SIM, .
S0th August 1864, - Secretary to Government.

No. 863. From II. G. PRICHARD, Esq., for Government Solicitor; to J. D, SIM, Esq.,
Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 8th
September 1864, No. 498. ' : B oo :

- Sig,

Dated 30th Avgust 1864, and mada on letter from Inspector 1. "I have the honor to acknowledge the
Geperal of Mofussil Police to Government of 23rd idem, - . . e
No, 1,753, S B receipt of the Order of Government noted in

the margin (with its enclosures) requesting
the Advocate General’s opinien as to the legal right of Government to search Boats suspected of
smuggling on the narrow branch of the Godavery which bounds Yanaa.

@, I have submitted them, together with the opinion which the Advocate General lately
wrote_upon a reference from the Board of Revenue touching the same question, and the Proceed-
ings which were then before him, for his consideration, and .

3. I now forward a copy of his further opinion, and return the order and enclosures above

noted.

... COPY—OPINIOXN.
‘ . S

1. It ap‘r;ea,rs to me.that T have in effect already answered the question now submitted by
my opinion dated 26th August 1864, )

9. The corrcspondence now submitted does not cause me to alier that opinion. I cannot
think with the Officiating Magistrate of the Godavery District that Section VIII of Act VI of
1814 is inoperative provided the smuggling be by river. The true distinction, I take it,is
between land and ses, not land and water. Again, I cannot tee the soundness of the distinction
between stopping a bandy and stopping a Boat. It seems to be thought that the goods must be
opped. Butit is to be presumed that when bandies are used for
ling the goods are concealed and not usually seen until after the search. Certainly it

smugy
dition precedent to stopping a bandy suspected of carrying smuggled goods

eould not be a con
that those goods should be seen in the first instance. And I cannot sce how it can be necessary

in the case of a Boat decked or undecked.
3. Ttis not necessary 10 stop all Boats but only euch as are suspected.
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Proceedings of the Madras.Government, Revenue Department,
26th September 1361 :

[
.

4. As this practice of smuggling appears to be pretty common it would perhaps be advisa-
ble that the terms of Section VIII should be strictly followed, and that Ilis Excellency the
Governor in Council should determine that a Customs Chokee be forthwith established at tho
point marked with a crosson the plan submitted to me on the former reference, orat such other
pomt as may be found most convenient. )

- 5. 1 have only further to remark that the Acting Superintendent of Police in his letter of
26th July 1864 has ot correctly quoted Section XIII of the Act: the operatmn of which is -
expressly confined to the night time—the hours  between sunset and sunris.’ . ;

(Signed) JOHN BRUCE NORTON,
Advocate General.

6th September 18G4,
: (True Copy.)
(Slgned) . G. PRICIIARD
for Government Selicitor.
No. 36+, ORDER THEREON, 26th Septeraber 1864, No. 1,762,

The Advocate General's opinion, received with the
second of the papers above recorded, will be communicated °
to the Inspector General of Madras Police, with reference

to his Iefter of 23rd August 1864, No.1,753; also to the Board of Revenue, with reference to
their Proceedings 13:h August and 2nd September last, Nos. 5,208 and 5,719. The Board will
report on the suggestion made by Mr. Norton in paragraph 4. They will also furnish 1o Mr.

Robinson copies of their Proceadings noticed above.
(True Extract.)
(Signed) €. G. MASTER,
Deputy Secretary to Gorernment.

| Separate Revenue, No. 129|
| ) Customs.

To the Inspector General of Mofussil Dolice. i
,» the Board of Revenue.
,» the Judicial Department.
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