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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

16t September 1364.

No. 244.

Read the following Proceeﬂing of the Board of Revenue, dated 2nd May 1864.

Read the following letter fromJ. H. BLAIR, Esq., Collector of Sea Customs to W. IIUDLE-

Sir,

STON, E:q-, Secretary to the Doard of Revenue, dated Madras, 21st April 186 No. 468 (—

1. Adverting to paragraph 4 of the Board's Prozeedings No. 2,085A, dated 7th instant, 1

have the honor to state that Act XXVI of 1853,

¢ One article now charged with an import daty of 10 per cent.
is a material of industry so essential to the development
of the great works upon which the fatars of India depends,
that it is yroposed to clarge only a registration fee of one
pat cent. upon it. I of course refer to Iron, The loss of
revenue will not be great § for after separating ironmongery
and cutlery, Which are used for domestic purposes and
will still Le chargeable with the 10 per cent. duty, much
the largest portion of the remainder is imported for the
cons'raction of Railways, and is either added, together
with the duty upon i1, to the capital of guaranteed Com-
panics, the interest of which is made good out of the pub.
lic revenue, oris eotirely excmpted from duty under a
p ivilege lately conceded to Companies more directly based
upon the principle of private enterprise; out of a total value
of £1,037,464 of iron imported at Calcatts £512,608 was
for rails alone 5 machinery into which iron so largely
enters is on the free list."”

reducing duty on iron, specifically excludes only
¢ Tronmongery, Cutlery or Hardware.” Th's,
taken in connection with Sir Charles Tre-
velyan’s remarks in bis financial statement for
1863-61 (vide margin) leads me to suppose that
he contemplated corrugated iron, iron roofing,
and manufactured iron being passed at 1 per
cent.; 10per cent. being charged on ¢ Iron-
mongery and Cullery whick are used jfor
domestic purpose. '

2. The following are some of the machines
upon which duty has been charged Lere,but
which should I think passat 1 per cent. Regis-
tration fee :—Freezing machincs, iron houses,

seed cleaning machines, watering engines, pumps, sewing maclines, sawing machines, &c.’
These cannot pass as machinery urder Art. 18, Act XXIII of 1862, net being exclusively used

for ahy of the purposes therein specified.

Ordered to be sibmitted to Government in continuation of the Board’s Proceedings quoted
. »

by the Collector,

2. Onfurther consideration of the point the Board see no reason to doubt that corrugated

fron should from the first have been admitted at the one per ceut. duty. The Collector will
ascertaiq the practice in Calcutta and Bombay, and if it is in accordance with the above opinion
be will adopt thisrate in future, and make the requisite application for authority to refund the
excess duty collected in the current official year. Ifat Calcutta and Bombay a Ligher rate of

duty is levied, the Collector will bring the matter forward again.

3. The Board donot think that machinery can be passed at the rate of duty fixed for *iron
exclusive of [ronmongery, Cutlery and Hardware:” ' »

No. 2§5.
Separate Revenue, No, 113|

Customs.

Ordered to

ORDER THEREOY, 16th September 1864, No. 1,502,

be fecorded.

(True Extract.) ot

To the Board of Revenue,

Exd. S. T. Avgustin,

(Signed) C. G. MASTER,
Deputy Secretary {o Government.
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