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v - e

No. 226, Read the following Procecdings of the Doard of Revenue, dated 9ih Avgust 156+,

Read the following letter fiom P. GRANT, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to- W. IIUDLE-
STON, Lsgq., Secr:tary to the Board of Revenue, dated Coimbatore, 22nd June 18Gt,
No. 132 :— .

Sir,

I have received Proceedings of (Government, Revenue Department, and their Ocder
thereon, dated 10:h May 1861, No. 807, directing the Conservator of Forests and myself to repoit
what land in the vicinity of the Coonoor Ghit should be reserved, and what land made available
for sale under the new rules ; the report, it is said, is to be accompanied by the sheets of the map
on which the rescrved po:tivns of land are to be marked. The map exhibits ouly the land on the
Plateau of the hills, and as the reserved portions in the vicinity of tne Ghétlie below the plateau,
the orders of the Government on the subject cannot be complicd with, I may, however, remark
that with very few exceptions all the unoccupied waste land near Coonoor has passed into the

bands of private individuals. Within the last fow days [ have ridden in various directions about -

Coonoor, and it is astonishing to find how little land of the most inferior description even remains
undisposed of.  Major Morgan and myse!f have agreed as to the furest landsin the vicinity of
the Cuonvor Ghit which should be reserved with regard to their effects on the rain-fall and 10
the beauty of the Ghgt. Major Morgan being more intimately acquanted with the localitics

“than myself, drew up a report on the subjec'. 1 coincide with himn as to the selection of furest

lands te be reserved, but as he has not supplied me with a copy of hisreport, I ezn now ouly
state that most of tLe reserved forest Lind lies below the pliteau of the biils in the Coonoor
valley and in the next valley to th: east of it, in which are one or two Ceoffce estates, aund for
forest land in which applications have been made by gentlemen at Cooncor. With rcference
to the jand applied for by Colonel Woodfall, I beg to submit the following rematks as well ax a
rough sketch of the locality which may perhbaps assist the Board in forming an opinion as to the
propriety or otherwis¢ of granting the land. The grass land marked A with rocky grass land
running up the hills to the westward, forms tiat porion of land wished for Ly Colonel Wocd-
fall, but T doubt very much whether there arc 100 acres of land available in the loca’ity, as the
Government forest and Mr. Mann’s Tea plantation lic on three sides of it. Mr. Reily, Ccloucl
Woodfall's Manager, who accompanied me to Lamb’s Rock on Wecnesday, the 15th instant, to point
out the grass land wanted by Colinel Woodfall, told me that unless Coloael Woodfall got the Jand
marked A, which lies between Lamb’s Rock on the esst and the z'g-zag road and deuble dotted
lijies on the west, theland in fact which forms the promontory, the extreme end of which is called

Lamb’s Rock and which is famous for the view from it, ard is one of the pic-nic places near -

Coonoor, he would not care to have the upper part of the hill. I most ceitsivly would urge
Government not to part with the land in question, for, if they do, they will thereby depiive
residents and strangers of one of the most beautiful and enjoyable spots near Cooroor. Ti.is
very land marked A Ilave already refused on public grounds to Major Sweet who visited it with
we, and he never, that [ am aware of, que.tioned the propri-ty of my decision. I must state
that when I refused it to Major Sweet, | was not aware that it formed a portion of the land avked
for by Colonel Woodfall ; my idea then was that the lind Colonel Woodfall wished for was
that marked in the sketch B and C, about which as tey came within the prohibition ordered in
the Goveinment Proceedings, dated 16th May 1863, No. 221, I did not enter into any. minute
enquiry as to whether there were any public or private vested vights in them ; had T known
that Colonel Woodfall wanted the land marked A, about 15 acres in extent, 1 cirrzinly would
have refus.ditatonce. Durghers bring forward claims to this samg land, but these I c¢an cispose
of without troubling Government or tLe Board. As some of the members of Government are
to be on the hills erc long, I would suggest that one of them be reques cd to visit the lucality, and
-say whether the land A is to Le reserved, for I am confide t that no dedi

sien of miirne, if
adver:e to bis interests, will satisfy Cclonel Woocfull,
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1. Submitted to Government with reference to the order quoted b)} the Cc\> Peeter,

2. The Board concur in opinion with the Collector that the small plot of arass land abont
15 acres on the promontory leading to “ Lamb’s Rock” should not be mede over tu any i lmdu A’
In private right.

v

No. 227, ORDER THEKREOX, ch September 1864, No. 1,693,

The Government concur with the Cullector a:d Buas d that
the land referred to in paragraph 2 of the Buasd’s Pro.e:Cings
should be reserved.  The Collector wiil take care that this decsion
is duly observed. .
(True Extract.) .

(Sigued) J. D, SIM,

Secrclary fa tivvernment,

Miscellaneous.

To the Board of Revenue.
s the Collector of Coimbatore.
s» the Ofliciating Conservator of Forests,

Exd. S. T. Augustr,
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