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Proceedmos of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
12th September 1864. L

No. 185. Read the following Proceedirios of the Board of Revenue,-dated 23rd Auzust 1864,
No. 5,422.

Read the following letter from J. FRASER, Esq,, Officiating Collector of the Godavery Dis'rict,”

dated Cocanada, 8th Auzust 1864, No. 204 :—

1. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ofthe Proceedings of the Board of Revenue,
dated -18th ultimo, No. 4, 461 asking me to prepare, in the first instance,a Draft Deed to be
given to V. Viranna Rai Bahadoor, restricting his rights to the existing Government right to

"+ the assessment in respect of lands in the possession of Ryots in the village of Mernipad, and con=

ferring the proprietary right on him as regards the unoccupied lands in the village of Vetlapaler.

1 beg to state thatall the Zirayati lands in the village of Mernipad are now in the absolute pos. -

gession of the Sub-Engineer, and under- his own cultivation, and that none of the Ryots, who
’ held Zirayati lands before the grant was made to Viranna ‘Rai Bahadoor, hold landsin the vilage

now. Iam therefore obliged to bring to the notice of the Board the facts of the case, and to

obtain their instructions before ¥ submit the Draft Deed. :
2. The Government having authorized the grant of land to Sub- Enolneer V. Viranna Rai

Baliadoor, he selected the village of Mernipad, and a piece of la.nd in the village of Kasavaram, .

being 15 Acres. At his request Mr. Purvis, the late Collector, put the village of Mernipad in

his possessxon subject to the orders of the Board and Government, and mentioned the same in

paraoraph 8 of his letter to the Board, da‘ed 11th June 1864, No. 60. , *
3. He issued an order on the 26th February 1861 to the Tshsildar, dlrectmo him to make

~over the lands at Mernipad to Viranna subject to the orders of the Board, ashe requested to
~ bave them for cultivation from Fusly 1271, and the Tahsilder accordingly sent a Takeed to the

“village authorities to thia effoct, and also directed that no obstructions should be made to his
(Viranna) making arrangements for cultivation from the following Fusly. Copies of the Sub~
- o -+ Engineer’s letter®* and Mr. Purvis’s answer?,
'1256'& Fgli’t:“‘:”" =~ and the translations of the Collectors order to
- . .. . the Tahsildar, and of his Takeed to the vxllaoe

e ' au[hOrltIeS, are herewith sent.
- 4, -The Government, in paravraph 2 of their Proceedings of the 13th August 1861,
No. 1,622, having directed that Viranna should have land assessed at 500 Rupees according to

the new settlement rates, paying extra for irrigation if he took Government water, he elected to

.. have the village of Mernipad at a valuation of Rupees 400, exclusive of payments that might be
~ demandable for water tax; and it was accordingly made over to him on these terms, and repurted

by Mr. Purvis in his letter}y dated 21st March
1863. The Ryots were ousted from possession

of their lands without gettin«‘any compensation, and apparently undera mistaken idez of the

A £ To Board No. 61,

" jntentions of Government. Itis only from ignorance of the rights of cultivating Ryots, which

have been unhappily too ofien ignored and set aside in this District in many other cases, that
these men haye been silent till last February. I believe they did not complam only because they
thought it was useless for them to do so. ' A

5. In paravraph 3'of thexr Proceedings, the Board wished to know in what sense the v;llwe |

of Mermpad was made over to the SulyEngi-

20th April 1863, N0.2,273. neer ; inanswer Mr. Morris, the late\dcting

dee lotter dated ard June 1863, No. 131

~ Collector, replied, that the entire village having -

. been conferred on Viranna, it was not thought
necessary to la.Le the consent of the Ryots to relinquish their holdings, and that none of them
made any objections at the time to the proposed arrangements. I have already stated what I
believe to be the real cause why they did not.

6 'Ihe Board have decided that Vu'anna has no power of ousting from possession Ry otswho -

are paying what is legally due from them, and
also desired to know whether such possession Las
T : . in any way been disturbed by the Sub-Engineer.

Dated lsth June 1863, No. 8,6 28,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
(=] . .

12th September 1864,

at all about the matter, and that Viranna had
of course no power todisplace any of the Ryots
“who may continue to jay their legal dues;
.upoh which the Board have declared that if the
possession of the former Liyots, occupiers of
he grant of the village to the Sub-Engineer, the
" Board have no objection to the arrangement, The truth is that not Viuma.,dbut the ??llec‘toxj.
 illegally ousted the Ryots through ghe Tahsildar, and therefore they were afrai . to complain,
. E,7. I understand thatafier the village was mude( over to - the S.ub~Engmeer in February
1861, he took Muchilkas from the Ryots, six io all, on the l9-xl§ April .1861, to the effect that
they would cultivate the lands for Fusly 1271, on condition of giving to him half the gross produce

Mr. Morris reported that there was no dispute

29(h June 1863, Nq 174, .
Dated 15th July 1863, No, 4,377.

1and in Mernipad, has not been (_i-is!\;rl‘ed by t

3 . ke an
, and three-fifths of the gross wet c.ops, and that they would not' ma y
e e o d and menured the Jands when be disposed of their lands for |

objection as to their having improve . . :
- Fusly 1272 as he pleased. " Viranna, however, is now in possession of all the lands, and they are

cultivated by his own laboure:s. . : ‘_ . . -
8. 1 also observe that the Munsiff,a Ryot of Meraipad, complained to Mr. Morris in Feb-

yuary 1861, that the Sub-Enginecr has ousted him and other Ryots from posseSsi?n of their lands
without their consent, and is himself cultivatiag all the londs in the village ;. from the. summaty
inquiry which=Mr. Mo:ris made, it appeared to him that the Ryots reliuquished their Jands in
favour of the Sub-Engineer, and his detision was as follows :— ' e _

« I caunot go on with the case. Complainant himse!f states that hegave a paper pf resigna-
« tion two years ago ; and although he now says he gave “it uawillingly, I could not give the
« decision in Lis favor, if I went on with the case. He ought to have complained atonce and
“have refused torelinquish his land. In the Muchilkas presented by the villagers to Viranna in
« Fusly 1271, it is stated that he might do what he Lked with their lands io future.” "

"9, Thesame Ryots presented a Petition on the subject to the Board, who referred it to
the Collector for disposal by endorsement, and after an inquiry before the Tahsildar on the matter,
it was disposed of by Mr. Chase, Acting Sub-Collector in charge,on the 20th May 1864, that the
}ands claimed having been in the occupation and enjoyment of the Sub-Engineer from Fusly 1271,
or about three years, he cannot interfere in the matter. . .

10. The Sub-Engineer states before the Tahsildar, that the Ryots were not willing to hold
the lands in the village at the new settlement rates, the dry assessment being 400 Rupees, while
the joint rents which they paid it Fusly 1270 were Rupees 279, and that he was therefore obliged
to rent out the lands to them on the sharing tystem for Fusly 1271, ; and he also states that the
" lands were not given him on the understanding that he should collect only the assessment on the

lands. ' : , : , : o
. 11. The Munsiff stated before Mr. Morris, that upon the Tahsildar’s order to bim to make

over the village to the Sub-Engineer, and to make no obstructions in his doing with the lands
as he wishes, they have given up all the lands to him. o : T ‘
12, From the foregoing circumstances I consider that the Collector ia issuing his order to
¢ make over the village to the Sub-Engineer, subject to the orders of the Board and Government,
wrongly considered that the intention of Government was to give Viranna the proprietary right in
" thelands ; that be thereupon illegally dispossessed them ; and that the Ryots, in the face of these
ﬁr_oceedings, and in ignorance of what the intention of Government and their own rights were,
~ were afraid to remonstrate, and afierwards gave deeds of relinquishment believing thLat they
~ could not withhold them. ' ‘ L .
' 13, ‘The . Board will therefore observe that at present there isno difference between the
lands in Mernipad and those in Vitlapalem. No assessment is being received by the Sub-Engi-
neer {rom the Ryots on the former, as the Board think. - - L -

e o ' Excrosvse No.1. |
.. - AsstRacr.—Copies of correspondence between Mr. Purvis, the late Collector, and Vens
Viranna Rai Babadoor, Sub-Engineer. ’ : '

y——

* and the water rate calculated to amount to Rupees 296-1-1. Viranna elected to take it as repre-
senting an income of Rupees 400, and he had to pay for irrigation supplied to the village, For

- original Ryots.

... DProceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Departme}zt,'
' 12th September 1864.

Excrosere No. 2.
ABsTrRACT.—Translations of two Takids.

1. Ordered that the above paper be submitted for the consideration of Government. The
Board consider that the arrangement made in Mr. Purvis's time was probably oppressive and
certainly illegal : ~—
=~ "2 Thereis no doubt that what the Government intended to give Viranna was only the
right to collect the Government dues in Mernipad from the Ryots, and to make arrangements for

- the extension of cultivation in that village, which for the purpose of his grant was valued by .

Government at Rupees 400, the dry land sssessmeat at the revised rates being Rupees 450-9-1,

the additional Rupees 100, he received waste land in Vetlapalem, Thus there was provided
for Lim the full income of Rupees 500, which the Government intended him to receive and no

- doubt, es irrigation was extended in Mernipad, he might possibly have improved his income from

that village although he was required to pay for irrigation. The Government Order, dated 9th

October 1863, No. 1,854, Revenne Department, includes the: correspondence relative to the .

settlement, ‘ : ) :

"3. It now however appears that by some pressure, the old occupants of the land in Merni-
pad were ousted, and Viranna has become actual occupier of the whole of the land, notwithstand-

~ ing the efforts made by the Board to ensure their rights to the original occupants, He has thus

secured an income, including the cultivator's profits, much in excess of what the Government
intended, and the Board consider that he should be required to give written statemeut of his
proceedings. ' The Collector will state how far the Talook records exhibit the transfers from the

No. 186.. '~ ORDER THEREON, 12th September 1864, No. 1,673.
Miscell ' - The Government never intended to transfer to V. Viranna
15ce a.neous., more than the fixed money assessment payable to them by the

Ryots for lands in their occupatidn ; waste land not hfld by the Ryots being, however, at his
absolute disposal. The Board will instruct the Collector to make known to Viranna what the
order of the Government was, and warn him that if he omits to restore the lands or give compen-
sation, the Ryots will have grounds of action against bim. The Ryots should also be informed
of this order, and the Tiile Deed should be so prepared as to grant Viranna no more than was
originally intended.
‘ ‘ (True Extract.) :
. . ’ (Signed) J. D. SIM,

Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue.

- Exd. S. T. Augusiin,

— prnts e -
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’ 13. The Board will therefore observe that at present there is no difference between the
lands in Mernipad anl those in Vitlapalem. No assessmen® is being received by the Sub-Engi-
neer from the Ryots on the former, as the Eoard think. .

. —_ 1
N Escrosure No. 1. _ ‘e
AsstracT.—Copies of correspondence between Mr, Purvis, the late Collectos, ‘and Vena

Viranna Rai Bahadoor, Sub-Engineer.

Excrosuvre No, 2. »
AnsteacT.—Translations of two Takids.

1, Ordered that the above paper besulgmﬂ&;ed for the consideration of Government. The
- Board consider that the arrangement ;@g xr.x:hlr. Purvis's time was probably oppressive and

7. .
(” rtainly illegal. AL,
i ’ “t, <’ [
n 27 fI'here is no doubt that what *}'}e G_qfe’rnment intended to give Viranna was only the
:§igh{to collect the Government dues in Ngﬁﬁpﬁd from the Ryots, and to make arrangements {or
"the’extension of cultivation in that v'j(age,‘.which for the purpose of his grant was valued by
Government at Rupees 400, the dry lan assessrent at the revised rates being Rupees 450-9-1,
and the water rate calculated to amotut to Rupees 296-1-1. Viranna elected to take it as
repregenting arfificome of Rupees 400, and he had to pay for irrigation supplied to the village.
For flie additichal Rupees 100, he received waste land in Vetlapalem. Thus there was provided
for bim the fulf gx:::ome of Rupees 500, which the Government intended him to receive, and no
doubt, 2s irrigalion was extended in Mernipad, he might possibly have improved his income from
that village although he was required to pay for irrigation, The Government Order, dated
ch'Octobe; 1863, No. 1,854, Revenue Department, includes the correspondence relative to the

settlement.
3. It now however appears that by some pressure, the old occupants of ihe land- in
Mernipad were ousted, and Viranna has become actual occupier of the th.ole of the land, notwith-
standing the efforts made by the Board to ensure their rights to the ongmal: occugants. e has
thus sccured an income, including the cultivator's profits, much in excess of vyhat 'the Govern-
ment intended, and the Board consider that he should be required to gi‘ve: written statement of
' .hib‘proceé&’ings. - The Collector will state'sow‘faf‘the Taluk records exhibit the transfers from
the original Ryots. ey ‘
: [» v}

O - - -

.

" (Atrue Copy and Extract) .
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.PROCEEDINGS oF THE BOARD OF REVENTE,

Dated 23rd August 1864,
: %»ﬁvw\\?@ : \

T No, ba2a

Y Te I N ol

Submitting with romarks letter from Officiating
Collector of Godavery District, requesting in-
structions regarding Draft Deed to be given to
V. Virana Rai Bahadur, for certain zerayati lands
in Merpipad village.
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