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- Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Revenue Department,
12tk Seplember 1864. ’

No. 183. Read the followmv Proceedings of the Board of Revenun dated 19:h Auzust 18G4,

‘ No. 5,342,
Read the followmrrletter fromV H, LEVINGE, Esq., Col!ector of Madura, dated lOth August
» * 1864, No.205 :—

1. With reference to the Order of Government, x\o. 818, dated 3rd June 186¢, in the

" Judicial Department, I have the honor to report that I cannot percéive there was any irregularity

in the way of conducting Treasury business in the Trippatore Sub-Magistrate’s Cutcherry, as

. asserted by Mr. Robinson in paragraph 4 of his letter of the 1 th Murch, No. 5%1 to the Secre-

tary to Government.

2. The cash was keptina box in the Record- room, it had been 82 kept for years, the key
of the cash chest was kept by the Sub.Mlagistrate; over the padlock of the box, a bag was
passed which was sealed by the Sub-’\lamstrata with hia seal, the box was only opened in the
Sub-Magistrate’s presence. . : : : :

3. The Sub-Magistrate kept an \'account currenb of his dsily receipts and dxaburaemen's and
examined the whole of his cash on the last day of the month, when sending kLis account current
to the Iuzzur on the 15th October. .. According to thé. account current there was in the box
one full bag of 500 Rupees, and two bags containing Rupees 206-3-9. It is true the Sub-
Magistrate did not, count the whole of his cash that day, nor did he count it daily; this is
charged agaigst him as an irregularity, and as a failure of proof that he had any money in lis
Treasury on that day; if so, then the work in every Treasury in the country is'irrejularly con-
ducted, for the cash is not counted daily. I submitsuch daily coummo is neither necessary nor
required On the 15th October, the Sub-Magistrate recewed money on account of Cattle Puund
collections, and opened his box to put it in, and entered the amount in his account eurrent ; he )
also paid 6 Rupees to the Station Head Constible for contingent charges.

4. The Sub—Magmtrate entered in his account for that day his recexpté‘and disbur.sements, '
and struck his balance which he believed to be Rupees 296-3-9 in the two bags; he saw this

" remaining money in the two bags though-he did not count it, and the bag which he believed to

contain the 500 Rupees which he had putinto it fifteen days before; the Sub- Magistrate, the
Head Gumashta, a Peon, the Masalchee, and the suspected Vencatapathy Iyen all depose they -

- gaw the three bagsin the box on the 15th October I submit there is therefore plenty Ofe\ndence

that the money was in the box on the 15th, and such being the case, Mr. Robinson hasno grounds
for saying the robbery may have occurred’any day between the 30th September and 15th Octo- .
ber. Ifit did so occur, then the Sub-Magistrate and all these people must be parties to the de-
falcation and pretended robbery, but the Sub-Magis:rate is beyond suspicion, and there is pone
at present against any of the obhers, excepting Vencatapathy Iyen, and the’ only susplcwn against
him is his reported bad character, and that he
was scen hanging’ about the Cutcherry early
on the morning of the 1Gth, and Hame Singh’s
: ~ accusation.® .
5, The Sub-\{[amstra.te is a man of good family and of property., It would not be worth

hd Vide his deposition, paragraph 14,

-his while to risk his place and a trial for Rupees 796-3-9, which too he would have to share wi h

his underlmos, and he would not be the party to bring forward the defalcauon He would, natu-

rally as long as he could, have kept such a deficiency hushed up tll he could replace it.

6. To plzice the fore-mentioned Cattle Poqnd money ia the box, and tomake the payment
to the Head Constable of 6 Rupees, the Treasure chest was brought out of the Record-room as
usual to the place where the Sub-Magistrate sat in the open Cutcherry and in public, the Catile
Pound money was put in the box and the other disbursed, theaccount was written up, and then
the box was replaced in the Record- room, It was when completing thxs transaction that the
witness saw the bags in the box on the 15th October.’ o

. 7. There is no doubt facility for committing a robbery was given by the practxce of keep-
mg the Treacure chest in the Record-room instead of directly under the eye of the Sen'ry, bug



Proccédings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
12th September 1864. T

that had been the mode of keepiag the Treasure before the introduction of the new Police.
When the new Police were introduced the then Sub-Magistrate did not place the -box under
the Sentry, but caused h'm to take charge of the seal on the Record-room door, according to the
old custom, and the Superintendent of Police, who was then present, did not object or ask fora
change and to have the Treasure chest und.r the eye of the Sentry ; the present Sub-Magistrate
carried on the system he found in practice on his taking eharge. I had never visited Trippatore
after the introduction of the new Police, and was not aware of how the Treasure was kept, and
the Superintendents of Plice in their frequent tours to Trippatore never objected to or brought
to my knowledge the insecure wayin which the Treasure was kept, its being keptin the Record-
room and not under the eye of the Sentry. ‘ . . '

8. I fail to sce any irregulari'y on the part of the Sub-Magistrate in conducting his [rea-
sury business, and have shown in my previous letter several irregulaiities which were committed
by the Police on the night of the 15th and morning of the 16th, which cannot be refuted.

9. I said before, the Treasure chest was kept in the Record-room. The Sub-Magistrate left -

the office at 6 r. 1. The Gumashtas and Masalchee were left behind to put away_ the records
and to prepare tke bundle of current records to be taken with the Sub-Aagistrate the next
morning, who was going circuit ; at 7 p. M. the Masalchee was seut off to .post letters in the
Post Office at the Zemindar's Talook Cutcherry; almost immediately a very heavy fall of rain
cecurred, and allthe Police; including the Iaspector and H:ad Constable who were in the
verandsh of the Cutcherry, came iuside and satin the Cutcherry in front of the fiecord-room
‘deor. . U ' B : :

10. The door could not be sealed tiil the Masalchee returned; the rain is described by all
to have been exceedingly Leavy, it prevented any of the officials going away and the Masalchee
returning till it cleared vp at 9 p. M, ' o '

1.  The Mas:lchee then sealed the door and made the seal over tothe Inspector and ITead
Constable who gave it over to the Sentry, Periaven. ) ' '

7 '12. " The practice is that when once the seal is made over to the Sentry the seal cannat be
again broken and the door opened by any of the Sub-Magistrate's servants without the permis-
sion of the Sentry, which is admitted by the Police, The Head Gumashta Anantaramien kept

.the key of the Record-room. o : .

13. The strip of cloth was found to be cut aud the robbery was’discovered when IHame
Singh was Sentry. Before me he deposed the Sentry -he relieved bad run off without maki}lg
over the strip of cloth and seal to him; that he saw the .s,trip of cloth hanging down at 7 o'clock

A. M. of the 16th and told no one, at 8 o’cleck st class Oomer Sing saw it and told Head
Constable, ' -

14, Some days afterwards before Mr, Nelson, the Acting Head Assistant Még{strate, Hame™
Singh deposed &s follows :— o ' - S

“ Afier Sub-Magistrate left Vencatapathy Iyen came out and asked for a penknife which
“ the writer gave ; did not ask about any conversation between Deputy G umashta and me on the
* 15th, in the evening. "I went on guard at 6 a. m., Vencatapatb'y Iven came and spoke to me
‘ *“at 63, When I went on guard the door seals
* wereright, Irelieved Govindu ;* it was after

* Acknowledged by Gorvinda,
) ¢ - * that Vencatapathy Iyen spoke to me that I

* found the seal-cloth broken. 'I‘sqspec!ed nothing because the Deputy Gumashta had entered -

* the Cu:cherry whilst I was on guard in the verandah. When he spoke to me he was on fhe

* threshold ; at that time Kasee Ram Sinzh was comihg out of the Cutcherry and also Dury
. : 4

* Singh. Vencitapathy Iyen walked up and down the Cutcherry for a few minutes. Kasee
*Ram Singh and Durg Singh did not stay, but went of, Pichuvien showed me the broi:en seal;
“ I did not first find it out. Picluvien has aceess to the Cutcherry., Pichuvien came afte;
Vencatapathy Iyen left. No one was in the Cutcherry at the same time as the latter. WWhen
** I+aw the seal broken Iimmediately thought Vencatpathy Iyen had robbed the Tre;sﬁ

“ 1 knew he had Lorrowed a knife and scissors on the - - 1 the

N

previous ‘day. As he had rot called the

it .. |

" on fixed days. Itshould howeyer be always counfe

" Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
i 12th September 1864.

« guard to look at the seal as usual, I suspected him. I immediately told the Head Constable,
« No. At half past 8, no one was there during the interval. I showed him the seal.”

15. Vencatapathy Iyen admitted having come to the Cutcherry, but denied baving entered
it. Pichuvien denied having been at the Cutcherry at any time on the 16th, and Hame Singh
refused to questiun him. '

16. It was Hlame Singh's duty o bave at cnce seized Vencatapathy Iyen if whathe, Hame
Singh; deposed to regarding his cutting the cloth was true ; he should have at once made Venca-
tapathy Iyen prisoner ; called the head of the guard and made him over to him, and have at once
caused an inquiry to be macé, - If Vencatapathy Iyen alone committed the robbery, be could
only have dore it then, the morning of the 16th, and Hame Singh °could bave seized him \\id_l
the mozey on him ; his not having seized him and his having remained quiet, shows his com-
plicity in the robbery. - . .

17. . If Hame Singh had nothing to do with the robbery, why should he have deposed diffcr-
ently on two occasions. Ibelieve, had he been put on his trial befure the Sessions Court as I

‘submit he should have bzen, on finding himself alone, I Dbelieve he would have confessed the

truth. I am astouished at Mr. Robinson holding Hame Singh’s own admitted dereliction of the
most important duties of a Sentry as no crime. ] )

18. Ifthe Police are innocent and the robbery did not occur that night and with their
connivance, their conduct is most strange. The Head Constible lay down at the Record-room
door at 9 p. M., intending to sleep there till morning, the Singh party of Coanstables got him away
by getting up a false cry of burglary in the Town, and kept him trotting about on the same plea
more than half the night. Many of the Police are unable to account for themnselves during the ..

' .nigl.t, and contradict each other as to their whereabouts.

19. The midnight Sentry’s lamp went out in a most unaccountable way that night, and he
left his post to go to the Zemindar’s Cutcherry to get it re-lit ; he must have been absent qu?te
time enough to admit of a robbery being effccted. The relief of Sentries by their own admis-
sions showed a disregard of discipline and of all rules, and the last Seutry adinits he let the
fastening over which he was guard be cut, suspected a robbery had taken place, took no notice
of it, and allowed the thief to walk off. . |

90. In the face of the above, Mr. Robinson asks Government to believe there can be no
e or complicity on the part of the Police, and that the theft of the money

suspicion of crim aab t )
r oaducting his Treasury duties, the

occurred through the Sub.Magistrate's irregular way of c

irregularity being that he did not count his cash daily.

—

Ordered to be submitted for the consideration of Gove;nment, with reference to Govern-
ment Order, dated 21st June 1864, No, 1,070, Revenue Department.

No. 18%. . : ORDER THEREON, 12th Segtefnber 1864, No. 1,672. .
1. The Board will inform Mr. Levinge, with reference to the
_ remarks made by him in paragraph 3 of his letter submitted with
their Proceedings above recorded, that though the money in the
' ution should be taken occasionally and not
d when the Account Current is sent to the

" | Miscellaneous.

Treasuries should not be counted daily, ¥ this preca

Huzur and the fact notified in the account. -
uld be adopted generally, if this be not the case already.

(True Extract.) -
- {Signed) J. D. S1M,
’ Secretary to Government.

2, The same course sho

-

10 whe Board of Revenue, ~

Exd. T. O'Connor,



i No. 5342.
k ProcrEniNgs or Taz Doarp or Revexue, dated 19th August 18G4.

Read the following letter from V. H. LEVINGE, E«q., Collector of Madura, dated 10th August
. 1864, No. 205 :—

- 1. With reference to the Order of Government No. 818, dated 3rd June 1864, in the
Judicial Department, 1 have the honor to report that I cannot perceive there was any irregularity
, : in the way of conducting Treasury business in the Trippatore Sub-Magistrate’s Cutcherry, as
asserted by Mr. Robinson in paragraph 4 of his letter of the 12th March, No. 541, to the Szcretary
to Government. . : ) ‘

2. The cash was kept in a box in the Record room, it had been so kept for years, the key

of the cash chest was kept by the Sub-Magistrate ; over the padlock of the box, a bag was passed

whnich was sealed by the Sub-Magistrate with his seal, the box was only opcned in the Sub-
Magistrate’s presence.

j 3. The Sub-Magistrate kept an account cprrent of his daily receipts and disbursements and
' | examined the whole of his cash on the last day of the month, when sending his account current
t_—tFé‘Huzzur on the 15th OCtanr ‘Accord; ing to the account current there was in the box
one full bag of 500 Rupees, and two bags containing Rupees 296-3-9. It is true the Sub-
Mag'sirate did not count the whole of his cash that day, nor did he count it daily; this is
charged against him as an irregularity, and as a faidure of proof that he had any money ‘in his
Treasury on that day ; if so, then the work in every Treasury in the country is irregularly con-
ducted, for the cash is not counted d:-ilyﬁ—l submit such daily counting is neither necessary nor
. . required. On the 15th October, the Sub-Magistrate received money on account of Cattle Pound

: collections, and opened his box to put it in, and entered the amount in his account current ; ke
. a'so paid 6 Rupees to the Station Head Constable for contingent charges.

4. "The Sub-Magistrate entered in his account for that day his receipts and disbursements,
and struck his balance which he believed to be Rupees 296-3-9 in the two bags; he saw
this reinaining money in the two bags though he did not count it, and the bag which he believed
to contain the 500 Ruperes which he had put into it fifteen days before ; the Sub-Magistrate, the
Head Gumastah, a Peon, the Masalchee, and the suspected Vencatapathy Iyen, all depose they
saw the three bags in the box on the 15th October. I submit there is therefore plenty of evidence
that the money was in the box on the 15th, and such being the case, Mr. Robinson has no grounds
- - for saying the robbery may have occurred any day between the 30th September and 15th October.
If it did so occur, then the Sub-Magistrate and all these people must be parties to the defalcation
and pretended robbery, but the Sub-Magistrate is beyond suspicion, and there is none at present
against any of the olhers excepting Vencatapathy Iyen, and the only suspicion against him is his

reported bad character, and that he was seen
# Vide bis depoaition, paragraph 14, hanging about the Cutcherry early on the morn-
ing of the 16th, and'Hame Singh’s accusation.*

5. The Sub-Magistrate is a man of good family and of property. It would not be worth- B
his while to risk his place and a trial for Rupees 796-3-9, which too he would bave to share with
his underlings, and he would not be the party to bring forward the defalcation. He would, nata-
rally as long as he could, have kept such a deficiency hushed up till he could replace it.

6. To place the fore-mentioned Cattle Pound money in the box, and to make the pavment
to the Head Constable of 6 Rupees, the treasure chest was brought out of the Record room as
usual to the place where the Sub.Magistrate sat in the open Cutcherry and in public, the Cattle
Pour:d money was put in the box and the other disbursed, the account was written up, and then:
the box was re-placed in the Record room. It was when completing this transaction that the

? ' witness saw the bags in the box on the 15th October.
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»  There is no doubt facility for committing a robbery was given by the practice of keeping
the t‘r.easure chest in the Record room instead of directly under the eye of the se)ntry, but that
~ had been the mode of keeping the treasure before the introduction of the new Police. When

the new Police were introduced the then Sub-Magistrate did not place the box under the Sentry,
en

: door, according to the old custom, -
: ‘m to take charge of the seal on the Record room » g .
b e tend ;olice, who was then present, did not object or ask fora clLange and .

d the Superintendent of - >
:: have thepireasure chest under the eye of the Sentry; the present Sub-Magistrate carried on

the system be found in practice on his taking charge. [ had never visited 'l'n?palt;ore nfte(; ::w
introduction of the new Police, and was not aware.of how the treas.ure was e;: and the

. Superintendeﬁts of Police in their frequent tours to Trippatore ne\:er ol»_}ectefl to ?r ;ought to
my knowledge the insecure way in which phe treasure was kept, its being kept in the Kecord
ré)oii; z;;d not under the eye of the Sentry. VL B .
8. Lfail tosee any irregulafity on the part of the Sub-Magistrate in conducting bLis treasury

1

business, and have shown in my previous letter several irregularities which weie committed ..
Y

by the Police on the night of the 15th and morning of the 16th, which canpot be refuted. 7
9. I said before, the treasure chest was kei)t in the Record room. The Sub-Magiztrate left

the office at 6 p. ». The Gumastahs and Masalchee were left behind to put afvay the records
and to prepare the bundle of current records to be taken with the Sub-Magistrate the. next
morning, who was going circuit ; at 7 p. M. the Masalchee was sent off to post Jetters in the
Post Office at the Zemindar's Taluk Cutcherry ; almost immediately a very heavy fall of rain
occurred, and all the Police, including the Inspector and Head Constable who were in the

verandah of the Cuteherry, came inside and saCin the Cutc}xerry in front of the Record room door.

© 10, The door could not be sealed till the Masalchee returned ; the Tain is described by all
to have been exceedingly heavy, it prevented any of the officials going away and the Masalchee
returning till it cleared up at @ p. ». . ‘ '

s

11.- The Masalchee then sealed the door and made the seal over to the Inspector and Head
‘Constable who gave it over to the Sentry, Perianen.

12. The practice is that when once the seal is made over to the Sentry the seal cannot be
again broken and the door opened by any of the Sub-Magistrate’s servants without the permis-

sion of the Sentry, which is admitted by the Police. The Head G vmastah Apantaramien kept
the key of the Record room. : ) )

13. The strip of cloth was found to be cut and the robbery was discovered when Hame
Singh was Sentry. " Before me he deposed the Sentry be relieved bad run off without making
over the strip of cloth and seal to him ; that he saw the strip of cloth banging down at 7 o’clock

A.M. of the 16th and told no cne, at 8 o'clock st class Oomer Sing saw it and told Head
Constable. ’

14. Some days afterwards before Mr. Nelson, the Actiag Ifead Assistant Magistrate, Ilame
Singh deposed as fullows:— ’

* Afier Sub-Magistrate left Vencatapathy Igen came out and asked fora penknife which

“ the writer gave ; did not ask about any conversation between Deputy Gumastah and me on the
« 15:h, in the evening. 1 went on guard at 6 A. M., Vencatapathy Iyen came and rpoke to me
‘ _ %at6}. When I went on guard the door seals

* were right. I relieved Govindu ;* it was after
* that Vencatapathy Iyen spoke to me that I found the seal-cloth broken. 1 suspected nothing

* because the Deputy Gumastah had entered the Cutcherry whilst 1 was on guard in the veran.
‘“dab. When he spoke to me he was on the threshold ; at that time Kasee Rum Singh was
“ coming out of the Cutcherry and also Durg Singh. Vencatapathy Iyen walked up and down
“ the Cutcherry for a few minutes. Kasee Ram Singh and Durg Sing did not stay, but went
« off, Pichuvien showed me the broken seal ; I did not first find it out. Pichuvien bas access to
* the Cutcherry. Pichuvien came after Vencatapathy Iyenleft. No one was in the Cutcherry at

# Acknowledged by Govinda.
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u (hesme time as the latter. When I saw the seal Lroken I immediately thought Vencatapathy - g i ,
. ly@ had robbed the trea-ary, as I knew be had borrowed a kuile ani scissors on the previous - . o ;

« day. “As he had not called the guard 1o look st the scal as usual, I suspected him. I imme-; e 3
o Jialily 1old the llead Constable, No. At half-past 8, no one was there during the interval I ‘

o showed him the scal” ‘ , | ~
g ‘)/5. _Vencatapsthy Iyea sdmitted having come to the Cutcherry, but denied having entered
it. :chhuvien denied laving been at the Cutcherry at any vime on the 16th, and Hame Singh
;efu'.!gif to ques'ion him.

2 ,/.v'i‘ﬁ. It was Hame Singh's duty to have st once seized Vencatapathy Iyen if what he, Hame A
t;nrgjl, deposed to regarding his cutting the cloth wastrue ; be should have at once made Venca- Vool
tapathy Iyen prisoner; called the bead of the 5;&

A4

..
[

usr ] agd made bim over to him, and have at once
coused sn fiquiry to me made. 1€ Vencutaparl £ one comnived he robbery, e could o
on!,»ph(-‘é gnﬁe i» then, the morning of the 16th, ﬁd,’}zame Sirgh coul‘d have_sexzt.ad him ‘:”_h ;k.;e -
Q{Qney o:l hié\; \is not having seized him and lyszv‘mg‘/remaiued'quxit: shows his compiicity in
’\kerobl@ry.‘fﬁ/' “ R bt B - , -
"% 19: If 1ame Singh had nothirg to do withjne robbery, why shou}d he have' deposed differ- .
emly'o;',“twfoccas'\ons. 1 believe, had he been put on his tria.l before the Se§loxls Court, as I iy
sabmit Jie ghould have.been, on finding himsdf alohe, I believe he: wofx’ld lx?ve c(.mfessed the -
truth, 1 gmv:stonished ut Mr. Robinson holding Hame Singh’s own qdmutid .iderehction of théi
most import:nt‘duties:gf;a Sentry 83 no crime. fi_‘._,’ . | :,:3 » o
18. Fthe Police are innocent and the robbery didl nqt_cccur that :m%ht and TV’}h thﬂg
éonn?vance,f their conduct is most strange. The ITead Co?ite,\h'le lay' down at the Recor.d rgom
door at 9 i*.:x., intendidy to sleep there till morning, the Smg!.l party ?f Constables got him away
by géttiné up a false cry of burglary in the Town, and kept h}m trotting about on the same P.h-m
more than half the night. Many of the Police are unable to account for themselves during:the
night, and contradict each other as to their whereabouts. . _
19. The milnight S:ntry’s lamp went out 113 mo.stJ unfxccountable way that night, and .he
left his post to go to the Zemindar’s Cutcherry to get‘lt re-h-!; he must .have been.a.bsent 3u1'te |
time enough to admit of a robbery being eflected. The relief of Seutries by the.u owa 8 mis- -
sions showed a disregard of discipline and of all rules, and the last Sentry admits he ler. the
fastening over which he was guard bo cut, suspected a roboery had taken pléce, took no notice of
it, and allowed the thief to walk off. ‘ .
20. In the face of the above, Mr. Robinson asks Government to believe there can be no
suspicion of crime or complicity on the part of the Police', and t-hat the theft of: the money occun:ed
through the Sub-Magistrate's irregular way of conducting his treasury duties, the irregularity

being that he did not count his cash daily.

e .

A Y

st ot &

Ordered to be submitted for the consideration of Government with reference to Govern- ,
ment Order dated 21st June 1864, No. 1,070, Revenue Department. . |
(A true Copy and Extract.) 2

' .;/J/ Rt e 4

¢ Secretary.

To J. D. Sim, Esq., Secretary to Government, R. D. .= -
Copy to V. II. Levinge, Esq., Collector of Madura, _ D‘
| ~—
.. « 7 | ,
Exd. J. Wright. 2
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m:rB_SEQ ».2. consideration letter from Col-

* Jector of Madura reporting that there -was no

jrregularity in the way of conducting Treasury
business in the Trippatore Sub Magistrate’s
Cutcherry os memm_éo@ by Mr Robinson.
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