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Prq'ceedings of the' Madras Government; Revenue Department,
’ 3rd February 1864, .

A e

No. 59. . Read the follo“'ing letter from W. FISHER, 'Esq.,‘ Resident of Travancore and

Cochin, to the Honorable A. J. ARBUTIINOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort
Saint George, dated Trevandrum, 19th January 1864, No. 7:— ~° . -~

SiR, ' . ' -

1. T'have the honor to forward, for the information of Government, copy of a letter
\ddressed to me by Captain White, the Assistant Resident, on the subject of an experiment made
3y him to test the suitableness of the climate and soil of Travancore for the growth of Brazil -
: Cotton, some samples of which accompanied his Jetter, and

are herewith transmitted.® ’

2. The three samples in question are, it will be observed, the produce of trees of different
rrowth, but of the same stock,and I think’ it is desirable to ascertaineas Captain White proposes
o do, firstly, whether this Cotton is of good staple and quality ; secondly, whether the sample of
ater growth shows signs of deterioration ; and thirdly, whether the produce of the third year is
nferior to that of the second year. . . .

3. There is reason to think, I believe, that this Cotton is of superior quality, and that it
zould be successfully grown on the laterite uplands of Travancore, and on those of the Western
Coast generally. ’ ’

4. The climate of South Travancore, however, in which this Cotton has been grown, differs
very considerably from that of Canara or Malabar, inasmuch as whilst the monsoon is not nearly

o heavy as it is further north, the porous soil is continually refreshed almost throughout the
sear by frequent showers. ' : - .

5. There can be little doubt that if this Cotton is planted at the proper season, it at any
ate requires no irrigation. Of course the weight of the crop dept.ands on the mode of cultivation,
sut it would certainly appear that common care, even such as is bestowed on ordinary crops,
%puld probably prove remunerative, and at any rate, I have reason to believe, that the Circar
sould thoroughly test the possibility of growing this Cotton, if if is determined by competent.
wthority that the quality and staple of the produce aro such as under ordinary circumstances
would always make it maiketable, ‘ ' .

6. Under these circumstances, I think if desirable to bring the experiment tried by Cap-
‘ain White to the notice of Government, for though made on a very small scale, the mode which
Captain White bas adopted to test the relative value of several growths will perhaps afford better
means of ascertaining the value of the produce, and the fitness of the climate and soil of the
country for producing Cotton, than could be obtained from the outturn of one yea's crop from
a large number-of plants, ’ :

7. I need hardly say that should the growth of this Cotton on a large scale give an averace
vield of half the quantity per tree gathered from Ciptain White’s plants, the waste uplandsct’)f
Fravancore may be turned to great account, and that another very valuable product will be added

® Sent by banghy.

to the list of which this rich country can already boast,

—

Frem Captain C. M. WHITE, Assistant Resident, to W, FISIIER, Esq., Resident of Ttavan-
‘ ' core and Cochin, dated Trevandrum, 15th January 1861, .
. S, .

1. T have the honor to address you on the subject of an experiment which I have been
naking to test the adaptability of the Brazil Cotton tree to the soil and climate of this part of
lravancore, and to rcquest you would favor me by taking such steps as you see fit for ascers
tainfng the value of the results arrived at. . .

2. The soil which I have selected as most suitable for the trial is ordinary laterite, firstly,
recause I was under the impression that its nature was somewhat similar to the red upland soil
of Brazil, where the Pernambuco Cotton reaches the greatest perfection, and, sccondly, because it
ippeared to me that it would be a considerable advantage to the country, if Cotton of superior
taple could be grown on a desciiption of land so free of timber, so comparatively untilled, ard.
f such extent as is the laterite upland of Travancore, I
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3rd February 1864,

the amount promises to be stjll larger, - -

4. The trees which produced the Cot were
' ton marked No, 3, were sownin J
the soil selected was rather fine laterite in which lioles were due to I;ose:i;:r;ia";?lyallsi?gg
e o t4

stable manure mixed with the returned soj
' . , soil, and th i
exception of being occasionally freed from we;ds: " Phnts then ‘Ie“ o themselves, with the
5. Those sown in June just before th ins are ve, _
e he

only eight months old they cover an area of abo:(;v}; ;'Z;:sd?re vtery 2 b e by, Tlough
to 5 feet, would have reached a consid b . ameter, and bad they not been topped
” : . sidera le height, The only tree which was sown in June

without any manure is healthy and in bearing though not so laree as the ot} hi
however be in some measure accounted for by its havine b e own by atns e
treos o i Taly an s oo ‘ 8 been twice eaten down by cattle, The
. y an ugl-ls ave not succeeded so wol] ag those sown earlier, and none of
those sown in these months in coarse laterite without manure haye thriven, though two trees

sown in July in very coarse laterite with onl !
y a few dead 1

o, | caves for manure are healthy and
(.3. ’I‘he- SaI}lple of Cotton No. 3, from the eight month trees, is not 80 good as what they
promise to give in three Wec:ks or a month hence, when tho fine pods which now cover them shall
bave ripened, but as my duties will call me away from Trevandrum shortly, I have sent a sample

of what I bad picked. Several gentlemen in this place to whom I haye given some of this seed; - -

bave trees equal in health to those described by me,
7. My object in addressing you is with a view to ascertain,
L'irst.—Whether the Cotton is of a good staple and quality,
Second.—Whether No. 3 shows any 8ign of deterioration from No. 1 the parent stock.
Third.—~Whether No. 2, the produce of g tree three years old, is inferior in quality to
No. 1 the produce of the same tree at two years of age,
8. In case it should be considered worth while to make an experiment on a larger scale

than that attempted by me, the seed in my bossession is available, and would suflice to planta °

- considerable plot of land as each tree requires about five square yards to stand on.
(True Copy.)
(Signed) W. FISIER,
Lesident of Travancore and Cochin.

No. €0. Orper THEREOYN, 3rd February 18G4, No. 194, 4
The Board of Revenue are _'requested to submit Captain White's samples to competent

judges, and report the result. .
: (True Extract.)

(Signed) J. D, SIM,
Secretary to Government.

To the Doard of Revenue with three samples.

Lxd. S. T. Augustin,
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