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Proceedznrrs of the Madras Government, Recenue Depariment,
3rd September 1864,

No. 2 Read the following Proceedmgs of the Board of Revenue, dated 19th August 1864,
No. 5,343, -~ - ¢

Read the following letter from R. K, PUCKLE, Esq Deputy Director of Revenue Settlement,
dated Camp Perambalur, 5th August 1864, No. 98 :— - d
1. Asrequested in the Board’s Proceedings, No.4,605, dated 21st ultimo, T have the honor

to report on the insect that T have observed destroying the common vellow ﬂowerm prickly-pear

in this village.

2. The inscct is a small white maggot with a black Lead, similar to that commonly found
in fruit and nuts, it is apparently very active and passes up within the stalk and leaf of the
plant entirely destroying them and leaving nothing but a brown outer-covering containing

. decayed fibre and a yellow watery fluid; the natives call these’ insects ‘“ Velli Puru” (which

means simply * white worm’*), and state that they may be propagated with care in the wet weather
by placing a leaf containing them in a pnckly -peat bush that has previously been beaten and
bruised with a stick.

3. The prickly-pear I sent to Mr. Walhouse, last year, contained a number of these insects,

but as they did not spread in Trichinopoly they may have been de»troyed in transxt, or by the~

water sprinkled on the plant to keep it moist.
4, Mr. Walhouse pronounced them to be the grubs of a description of beetlé that frequents
the prickly-pear, but tha natives say that they never assume wings, but live and die within the

p'ant on which they feed. I have only found these insects in one particular clump of prickly-pear’

close by my camp, and cannot hear of their having been found’ elsewhere, though the man who
pointed them out to me asserts that he last year destroyed a clump of prickly-pear in his field on
the otherside of the village by transplaating a portion of the plant that I sent to Mr. Walhouse,
but that owing to want of rain (and probably to want of care), the insects did not spread further
than within thxs single clump.

.
——

1. Commumcated to the Collector of Salem with reference to his letter, dated 13th July 1864-
~and submitted for the information of Government. -

2. The Board request Mr. Puckle to endeavour to procure specnmens of the insect for
experiment and identification,

No. 25. O=DER THEREON, Srd September 1864, No. 1,592,

Miscellaneous. Ordered to be recorded and laid on the Editor’s table,

(True Extract.)

(Signed) C. G. MASTER,
Deputy Secretary to Government,

" Exd, T, O'Connor.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THR BOARD oOF REVENUE, dated 19th August 1864s. e

Read the following letter from R. K. PUCKLE, Esq., Deputy Director of Revenue Sett]ement,
dated Camp Perambalur, 5th August 1864, No. 98 :— . £ "

1. As requested in the Board’s Proceedings, No. 4 60), dated 21st uitimo, [ have £h6 honor
to report on the insect that I have observed destroying the common yellow flowering prickly-peaz
_in this village. ' '

2, The insect is a small white magzot with a black head, similsr to that commonly found in
‘ fruit and nuts, it is apparently very active amd passes; up within the stalk and leaf jof the plant

L‘ - enutely destroying them and leaving n: )fhmo g,u a brown outer-covermw containing decayed fibre

N and a yellow watery fluid ; the natives call ﬂnﬂ:ﬁnsects *Velli Puru” (which means simply “white
-"w,;u'm ), and state that they may be propagatei)mth care in the wet weatherlby placing a leaf
Lcd'htammrr them ia a prickly-pear bush tha"xmat’pcevxously baen beaten and bruised with a stick. -~
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8. The prickly-pear I sent to Mc. Walho1ise, last year, contained a number of these insects,
but as  they did not spread in Trxchxxxonol)'.}heyjmay have been destroyed in [transit, or by the
water sprmkled on the plant to keep it malst,,

"4, e Walhopse pronounced them to.be»t.h’e grubs of a description of beetle that frequents -
the prickly-pear, the natives say that they never assum2 wings, bat live and die within the
i ' plant on which th@) feed. I have only fouad these insects in one particular clump of prickly-pear
close by my camp, and cannot hear of their having beea found elsewhazre, though the man who
/ pointed them out to me asserts that he last year destroyed a clamp of prickly-pear in his field on

the other side of the viliage by transplanting a portion of the plant that I sent to Mr. Walhouse,
155 that owing to want of rain (and prouably to want of care) the insects did not gpread farther
tuan w:thm this single clump :
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1. Communicated to the Collector of Salem with reference to his letter dated 13th July
1864, and submitted for the mformauon of Government
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2. The Board request Mr. Pu’ckle to enlaavour to procure specunens of the insect for:
‘experiment and identification. -4 .

‘ i (A true Copy and Extract.)
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! To J. Il Sim, Esq " Secretary to Government, R. D.

, »» Honorable D. _Arbuthnott, Collector of Salem.

1 , H.G. Szmt.h Ilsq .» Acting Collector of Cuddapah .
. Wa.lhouse, Esq., Civil and SessxomJ udge, Mangalore,
Lo R K Puckle, Esq., Deputy Dlrector of Revenue Settlement.

- 7
8 Copy to A. Hunter, Esq., M. D., Honprary Secretary, Agri-Hoticultural Soa:ety.
‘E} 3’ to Captain J. Mitchell, Curator Government Museum,
§ ;‘3 ' z. thh copy of Board's Proceedmgs dated 21st J nly 1864, No, 4,605.
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Submitting letter from Deputy Dircctor of M o . Sy
‘Revenue Settlement, Trichinopoly, reporting on . \w . ) »* -
Prickly pear destroying insect, found in wo.. ) D e . . s
rambalur Szmmm. - | .
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