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' Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
28tk January 1864. ‘

: No. 287,  Read the following letter from H. D. RAE, Esq, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary :

to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamuad, 14th

. 7 January 1864:— - o "L : . ,
SIR, ’ o - i ’ ’

1. Ihave just heard with the deepest regret that it is the intention of Government t o
start a Tea Plantation here for the purpose of supplying the public with seeds and seedlings

gratis. .

2. An article in the last received number of the “ N eilgherr} E;(celsior" I herewith beg to~

" annex, as it contains views on this subject which I earnes}ly trust will be adopted on a re-con-
sideration of the case. I need hardly remark that the article in question was not written or in
any way suggested by me. * g . -
3. 1 have the honor herewith alsoto annex two advertisements in late” issues of the above-
mentioned newspaper (which appeared, the first of them, nearly two months back), fror which it
. will be observed that persons entering into the cultivation of Tea are offered the opportunity of so
doing by the purchase from me of plants of all ages and varieties “ suficient fo stock several
i Estates,” and that too at rates far cheaper than Chinchonas are being offered to the publie, for
-whereas Mr. McIvor sells his Chinchona cuttings and his Tea cutiings at 4 Annas each (which is
twelve times my price for the latter), yet he is quite unable to offer seedlings of either at all.
But, apart from this comparative question, I beg most humbly and earnestly to point out that I
have spent a large fortune and got together an Estate three years and a few months old, containing
nearly three lacs of Tea plants, nearly allof which, covering an area of seventy acres, has just come
into bearing. All this I have done during about the last three and half years, and I voluntarily
and with the knowledge of Government have faced the grave risk of the experiment not proving
successful, that my reward (if successful) might be proportioved to the merit and risk of my
enterprize : it is, therefore, with indiscribable grief and the greatest alarm that I now learn that
the result of my success is to bring the Government into the field for the avowed purpose of

doing away. with nearly the whole of my profits.
4, Tlad the proposition been that the Government desired to purchase my Estate
* I;";‘}‘Jg:;g:::g’ﬁi‘;::: %%ﬁgge&; complaint, for then the Government plantation would be so
it, very far ahead of private eoterprize that all parties could
. be aided equally and from the outset, whereas by Government
commencing operations now ab initio it would take four years before seeds and seedlings could
be distributed from it. Further, there are now seven Tea plantations just begun and already exclu-
sively devoted to this cultivation ; and I am acquainted with upwards of thirty gentlemen who
have placed themselves in communication with me with a view to prosecuting this cultivation,
Thus ere these four years terminate there is the prospect of there being quite as many Tea
plantations on the Neilgherries as there are Coffee estates round about. Therefore also in this
point of view, it is very questionable whether the aid of Gevernment will then be needed for this
cultivation, any more than it is how, when people can buy plants on the spot at rates much
cheaper than the Chinchonas, or can please themselves by purchasing seed from Assam as I have
done; and I humbly submit that I perceive no hardship in persons procuring seeds from Assam
(a week's journey from this) at the same price that people on the spot have to pay for it.

5. Where it to become generally known that the Government have now started a Tea
olantation ab initio
applicants from and after 1868, I question very seriously whether this announcement would not
tend most materially toretard the cultivation till then, if not afterdt also. Tirstly, those who are
o the culiivation, but have not yet *done so, would, on thearing the above

about to enter int
ait till they can get their seeds and plants gratis, rather then begin sooner

announcement, naturally w

by purchasing them ; secondly,
nay be deterred from eutering at all into a cultivation so much less aftractive than would Lave
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of me* pro bono publico no one would then have any cause of

for the avowed purpose of distribhting seeds and seedlings gratis to all ’

as the profits from seed are greater than from leaf, many of these -
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epariment,

.

; ‘ W .
'b the case if there“\;'ere' no Government competition. Tea cultivation just now without
. - . 3 3
G',e - fnenl'. competition is much more remunerative than that of Coffee ; but, if the Government
st ox;e:}?e Tea plantation they éropose, then Coflce will become the more remuncrative of the~ two,
. star -

and few will go into Lea while tho Governpént plantation continues in existence,
6. - In conclusion, I beé to call youz :Stg;r;tionb to the corres
< ted 12th Marc » where,
gz‘zilzolf;e 1:}‘po(ixmrtT s; ](;]iizec[tlors in the first place, and more recently the Secreta.ry of State, bave,
both of them, refused to sanction the formation of 5 Government Tea Pla.::latlctu in Cachar on
the plea that it * would be superﬂ}lous and be attfanded with no advantfige " owing to the culii.
vation there having been already taken up by private enterprize,
7.” The fa;70r of an early reply, if possible,
tions are overruled, I would crave the indnlgen
tary of State through .theKLocal Government.

p'ondence contained in the last

is earnestly solicited, as, if my humble objecs
ce of being allowed to .memorialize the Secre-

4
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1. Mr Rae\ha;s; b'eét; misinformed in one important respect, a3 Government have no inten.
tion of shpplying Tt?a §eé§ gratuitously frgm their plantation, :

2. The Government have received numerous
experienced great'djfficulty in progur?ng it f1 om the
but also have found that a very large -proportion of
before it reached its dostination. 'The approaching
of the power. of Gove\mr'nent to obtain seed w
really approved yarieties.;’ Under Ehese circgms
plantation, for the purpose of growing secd, of

applications for sced, and have not only
Government plantatiors in Northern India,
that -procured lost its germinating qualities
sale of those plantations will place it out
hich they can issue with confidence thatit isof

ereafter, of affording instruction in the cultare and
manufacture of Tea, to the employés of planters.

The seed will not be distributed.gratuitously,
but sold at cost price}olzqs a fuir profit, and if instruction is bereafter afforded, payment will be
required on the same pringiple, - ;

3. The Government have treated Mr. R

¥

e with much liberality, have granted him 210 Acres
of land rent free for seven years, and thercaftar subject to a payment of only one Rupee per acre

and have gratuitously procured manipulators for him from Bengal, and, as he himself states, Le
has already been " offered 80,000 Rupees for Lis plantation, The Government are glad to learn

that his enterprise has been’so successful, but they cannot atall admit that the liberality extended

to him should prevent them from aiding other varties in any ‘way they deem expedient,
Co : '(Signed) 2. D. s1M, ..

Secretary to Government,

>
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‘s‘ v One year old C/n'mf Plaxts,

CJVER 10000................ 5% 4 Annas each.
Over 5,000, 5 Aunas each,
Orer 10006 Annas each.
Over 500, S Annas each.
Over 100

-12 Asinas esch,

Rupee eack.
Other plunts at prices that ean be learnt og ; p?lxca-
e

tion. Orders registered on Laf payment in advance beung
made, Applications will be met in the order of reistra
tion. Plants can be mossed and delivered at any part of

‘he Neilgherries at an extra cost, which will end
m distance, Cuytr

nzs (which are not recommeniled,)
320 8180 be had at (e estate, fur sirihing, at 4 aunag
Jer dozen. R :
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such a slur upon educationa
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all \in  question should” not assume
“local name and habitation” amongst
5. It will prove a tropby of what
isinterested Englishmen are compe-
nt to accomplish in a land antdfo-
istic to them in every possible way,
nd serve as a mewmento to & man
'ho wasted bodily strength and mental
mergy, in a long course” of self denying
nd benevolent labour. The subscrip-
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/‘TEA. SEEDLINGS FOI}' SALE.

o ' » & . .
MEA seedlings of all ages, sizes, and varieties,

ient; : s ill bo |
sufficient jto_ stock scveral Estates, wi .
wailable for sf'lle»at Mr. Rac's Tea Plantation

acar Sholoor, during the monsoons of 1864, A

viding seale of prices from 4 anuss upwards will [;

pe advertised in this paper, in F cbrqary pext,
Yrders now registered ¢ applications will be met
n thoe order of registration, Half paymeunt in r
dvance will be réquired, and the balance on the
plants being issued. Plauts can bev packed in
moss, and delivered anywhere on the Neilgherrieg
at an gtra charge. Cuttings ad infinitum may
also be had for striking, but this modo of propa-
gation is condemued by all authorities on tea,
for reasans that may most evidently he gathered
by the inspection of 8owms of these L1 less plants
at the Sholoor Fstate—cuttings three years in
bmil‘ there, being less forward thau seedlings a vear
oli .

+ Applieations for seedlings to he addres ol 1o
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. and Mr. Rae, have expended larze sums of money
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B Ootacamund.

4
. ¥ Tea,—We have been told that it is the inten

tion of the Government to upen a tea plautation
in Ootacarnund, for the purpose of supplying
intending tea planters with tea seed.  The mea-
sure stands in strange contrast with the abolition
of the Government tea plantations in the North
West Provinces of Bengal Those plantations
have been discoutinned, evidently with thae ob-
ject of promoting private enterprise. We have
such enterprise here, ard we protest nraiust the
Government interfering with it. Major Mann,

in organising tea plantations, and althouzh they
may now be indisposed to sell tea seed, it dues
not follow that they will be equally o by
‘the time the Gouvernmeut plantation has been
brought to maturity. The probability is that,
they will then be but too veady to scll their seed,
having overcome the difficulties which now at-
tend their enterprise. At ull events, a sufficient
time should be allowad the growers of tea in
Ootacamund to realise the furtunes they have
Taid out in their plantations  1If at the expira”
4ion of this time, tea seed should be a3 scarce ay
it is now, there wiil be a legitunate opportunity
for Government interfercuce, At present there

i3 no pecessity for any thing of the kind, and we |

accordmgly raisu vur voice against the proposed
Govérnment tes plwtation. Avother circum-
&tance, worthy of consideration is, that Mr
M clvor, an experisnced planter, will be broucht,
‘into competition with novices in the art. This
‘will not be fair, for the present tea growers have
been obliged ta trace their course, step by step,
'and they will have to contest with a man whose
perfect knowledus will be a preat advantage over
(their infantile experience.  * Live, aud let live,"
should be the motto of the Government. They
have introduced Chinchona cultivation ou the
; Neilgherries ; this slionld be sufficient to satisfy
their ambition for renown.  Tea is just now in
the hinuds of private adventurers : they should
be alloned to m.ke the wmaest of their very

spirited undertaking.. If this protest is not !

attended to, we will not shrivk from urgin it,

till the interests of those whoce canse we advo. !
cate is admitted to a place in the deliberations

of the powers that be.
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The prominent event of the pnat fortnight f '
a8 been the i

mauguratlon, by the e Queen, of the } . /
late Prince Consort’s Statue at Aberdeen on, e
the 18th instant T
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have takey, lace on the preceding Friday had
ot an acoldp nt, which occurred to the Queen a
oW days before, compelled her o put it off.
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