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Proceedmgs of the Madras. Government, Revenue Department,
2nd August 1864

.

*

No_. 18. . Read the followmg Proceedmgs of the Board o£ Revenue, dated 2lst July 1864'
No. 4,605..

Read the followmg letter from the Collector of Salem, dated 13th J uly 1864, No, 126 t~

: 1. With reference to the Board's Miscellaneous Circular, No. X VI, Board No. 1,445, dated
- the 11th March 1863, I have the honor to submit copy of a report from the Sub-Collector, Mr.
Thomas, on the Cactus insects,
: 2. With regard to the last paragraph of the Sub-Collector s letter, I request that tbe Col-
lector of Cuddapah may be desired to supply Mr. Thomas with the insect found in that place.

———

Excrosure No. 1.

' From H. 8. THO\IAS ‘Esq., Sub-Collector of Salem, to the Honorable D. ARBUTHNOTT, )

‘Collector of Salem, dated Oossoor, 215t June 1864, No. 163.

1. As requested in your letter, No, 614, dated 30th October 1863, I have the hongr to
report on the Cactus insects recelved from the Head Assistant Collector, -

. " They were received in J anuary 1864, and put out immediately on different plants. - They
appeared dead and made no show till the rains began to fall about a month ago, when they sud-
- denly propagated with amazing rapidity, and small as they are about the size of a cheese mite
spread all over a large plant and killed it in about a month. Their numbers are incalculable ;
. they spread themselves in myriads over. the leaves : but how they destory the Cactus can only

: be observed through a microscope. To the naked eye the plant shrivels away imperceptibly as

. »if the life blood were drawn out of it.

Wl A _ S 3. As far as I _have tried as yet this insect. -

will attack none but the one sort of Cactus on
which they were sent me, viz, that with broad
flat leaves and single thorns. As thatisarare
sort of Cactus, this insect is of little value. The

- flowersand thorns coming outin tufts. If any
insect can be found to destroy this it will be
invaluable. . i

" 4. Being a subscriber to the Agri-Horticultural Society of Madras, I have this day received

- and perused a prxnted copy of the Proceedings on a Meeting held on 4th May 1864. I see that
" much attention is given therein to the Cochineal insect. I have therefore written to their Sec-
. retary mentioning the sort you have sent me, and requesting to be supplied with the Cochineal or
_ any other Cactus msect ke may have ; but it would appear from the report that he has only the
. Cochineal.

5. , "A Peon on my Establishment informs me he saw Mr. Puckle and Mr, Walhouse's experi-

: ment on an insect at Trichinopoly, which was white and found in the earth nearly the size of
*_ the little finger nail, and attacked the roots not leavs of all sorts of Cactus indiscriminately, and
- quickly destroyed the plants, I wrote to the Collector of Trichinopoly for it ; he replied he
- could not now trace it, but thought I might get it from Tanjore. To that Collector I applied,
- and he said it was not so large as T said, had not yet been practically tried, was difficult of car-
riage, and only to be found in the cold dewy weather. I propose to write to Mr. Puckle and
Mr. Walhouse to see if they can assist me in obtaining this very valuable insect. Large tracts
"‘which are now uncultivable can then be rendered fit for use. If it can be obtained from the
‘Board, it shall have a careful trial at my hands. The Royzcottai and other Zemindars have
‘again and again pressed upon me to get it for them. ' : ‘

[}

troublesome sort of Cactus is that with yellow -
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- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
- 2nd Auguat 1864. - .

] 6. I have seen no report on the insect fou;id in Cuddapéle‘ Ifitisa valﬁable one, I wéuld» B

» :‘1§§65t that the Collet.tor be requested to supply me. w1th some, Oossou is very near his
Orers. s : . _ Py

ey

(Sigued) D. ARBUTHNOTT C’ollector. v

S p—

L Ordered to be submltted for the mformauon of. Govemment and that the Acting Col- ‘
lector of Cuddapah be requested to supply Mr, Thomas with - specimens of the msect found in

Cuddapah, _ . . )

2. Messrs, Walhouse and Puckle will be "equested to report on tbe msect whxch they are

:sald to have observed in Tnchmopoly

’xou

No.- 19. o " OmoEs mmnon, 20d August 1864 No. 1, 367
. | Miscellaneous. | Ordered to be xecorded. o . . e
- (True Extract.) s
) (Signed) C. G. MASTER
Deputy Sm-etary to Gover'nment
" To the Board of ‘Revenue. «. . ‘
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No. 4 605.
: Pnocnnmm or.TEE BoARD OF BFVENUE, dated 2lst July. 186%
Read the fo]lowmg lelter from the Collector, of Salem, dated 13th: July 1864, No, 126 : —

1. With reference to the Board’s Mlscellanenus Circular, No. XVI, Board No. 1,445, dated
the 11th Marcﬁ"j 863, T have the honor. to submig. copy. of a report from the Sub-Collector, Mr
Thomas, on+ @a\ctus insects,

' Wl% to the last paragraph of the Sub Collector s letter, I request that the 7
'G'af” lector of Cliddapah may be desu'ed to supply Mr. Thomas with the insect found in that place
- EncLosure No. 1

From H S THOMAB, Esq Sub-Collector of Sale to the Honorable D. Aammnorr, Qol]ector
of Salem, dated Oossoor, 2lsl June 1864, No. 163. 4

. L. As requested in your: letter, No. 614, ‘dated 30th October 18653 I have the honor to
repmt on the Lactns insects recexved from the Head Assutant Collector.k :

2 They were received in January 1864, and put out 1mmed|ately on dxﬁ'erent plants. They
appeared dead and made no show till the rains began to fall about a month ago, when they
suddenly propagated with amazing rapidity, and small as they are about the size of a cheese mite,
spread all over a large plant and killed it in aboat a month., Their numbers are ‘incalculable ;
they spread themselves in myriads over the leavest' but how they destroy the Cactus can only
be observed through a microscope. To the naked eye the plant shrivels away lmpercephbly as
1[ the hfe blood were. drawn out of it, ,
e o L S 8. Asfar as I have tried as yet this insect
e T vull attack none but the one sort of Cactus on
' ' / which they were sent me, viz., that with broad
.. flat leaves and single thorns. As that is a rare
 sort of Cactus, this insect is of little .value, The
. "ttoublesome sort of Cactus is that with-yellow -
" flowers and thorns coming out in tufts. Ifany
R _ insect can be found to destroy thls lt W111 be
e : T : ~ invaluable. - :

- = o 4 Bemg a su'bscnbet to the Agu-Horucultulal Society of Madras, I have this" day received -
and perused a printed copy of the Proceedings of a Meeting held on 4th May 1864. I see that &
much attention is given therein to the Cochineal insect. I have therefore written to their &
- Secretary mentioning the sort you have sent me, and requesting to be supplied with the C&;bmeal*
~or any other Cactus insect he may have ; but it would appear from the report that hé .bas only
the Cochineal. Co

> - 5. A Peon on my Establishment mforms me he saw Mr, Puckle and Mr. Walhouse s

expenment on an insect at Trichinopoly, which was white and found in the earth nea.rlfthe size

< of the little finger nail, and attacked the roots mot leaves of all sorts of Cactus 1nd:scnmmately,

“and quickly destroyed the plants. I wrote to the Collector of Trichinopoly for it; he rep‘hed he -

o -could not now trace it, but thought I mwht get it from Tanjore. To that Collector I applied,

- and he said it was not so large as I said,, ha not Szg,;)aeen practically tried, was difficult of
camage, and only to be found in the cold dewy weather. I propose to write to Mr. Puckle and
‘ Mr, Walhouse to see if they can assist;m "‘ taining this yery valuable insect, Large tiacts
. wlnch arg now uncultivablé can then be'r gerfd fit for user If it canbe obtained from the
Board it shall have a careful trial a,t my hafiln T Royacot{';l and otler Zemindars have aga1n
ancLagam pressed upon me to get. it for themms 'i S : .
.
P I have seen no- report on the msé lound ir” Cud&ap&h If itis a valuab]e one, I
: - would suggest that the Collector be reques d to supply,me w1€f1 some. Qossoor is very near
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1. Ordered to be submitted for the information of Government, and that_the Acting Collector -

of Cuddapah be requested to supply Mr. Thomas with specimem’of the insect found in Cuddapah.

2. Messrs. Wallouse and I’uckle will be requested to report on the insect wlnch they ere

sald to hawe observed in Trichinopoly.
) T (True Copnes and Extract.) .

\

Secretary.

To J. D. Sim, Esq, Secretary to Government R.D.
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H. G. Smith, Esq., Acting Collector of Cuddapah

M. J. Walhouse, Esq.

R. K. Puckle, Esq. -
Honorable D. Arbuthnot.t qulector'of‘Salem.

A. Hunter, Esq., M. D, Honorary Secretary, Agrl-Homcultura.l Soc1ety.
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