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: Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Depariment,
; 18th June 1864.

H
H

N .o. 234, Read the followin g letters :—

From Captain R, H. BEDDOME, Officiating Conservator of Forests, to J. D. SIM, Esq.,
Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George, dated Camp Qota-

camund, 11th April 1864, No. 878. *

Sig,

1. With reference to the Government Order No. 522 of the 30th of March 1864, and to
paragraph 4 of No. 576 of the 5th of April, T have the honor to inform you that I have inspected
the Lamb’s Rock Shola. The Skola is of large extent and contains upwards of a hundred Acres
of fine forest, this Shola has been reserved as a supply for firewood for the Barracks at Welling.
ton and the site has consequently been refused for |Coffee planting. There is a fair road to the
Shola both from Coonoor and Wellington. It isa considerable distance from either of these
places, and there was no object in reserving the Shola except for its firewood. Felling bas been
carried on in it for several years, The firewood and charcoal Contractor for the Wellington
Barracks paid 1,000 Rupees for the right of felling in it for 1863-64, and about 12 or 1,500
bandy-loads of firewood have been removed during this year. Several Acres (perhaps 20) of the
upper portion of the Sholais the extent of the felling thab has taken place altogether since opera«
tions commenced ; many trees, however, have been left standing, though in some pgarts not as
many as there ought to have been; Bo trees have been felled on the banks of the larger stream
through the Shola, though a good many have been felled un the banks of a smaller stream (a feeder .
is is strictly against our rules; but it is very difficult to keep the charcoal. -

Looking down upon the Shola from the hill above it (jusﬁv over~ i J
o

L

to the lafge oune), th

burners away from the water. . :
'Mr. Mann’s Tea plantation) it is difficult to see that any felling has taken place, and I expect that

the Co'lector has reported from hear-say, and not from personal observation, or he could 'hairdlyf'ﬂl
have reported that the Shola was almost destroyed, or the water supply likely to be dried up. *

v ey ade

1

' 9 T consider that this Shola should be kept as a firewood reserve for the Barracks at Wel.
Jington and for Coonoor, much firewood is brought to both of these places from Coffee Planta-
tions and Gther sources, the present demand therefore is not very large, and in 1864-63 the
‘Australian Plantations will supply about 500 bandy-loads of firewood from thinnings, so that we.. l.\_-"
‘shall only thercfore require about 1,000 bandy-loads of timber from this' Shola. I have given T
orders that a certain number of trees shall be left standing to each Acre, 5o that the Shola

will renew itself, and no trees will on any account be felled on the banks of the streams through

the Sl_lola. ,

3. ‘ The large Sheola adjoin‘ing Mr. Mann's Tea Plantation was fellgd by the Barracks some by
a good many trees were left standing to the Acre, and the Shola is now renewing

~

_years since,

itself rapidly, Some portions of this Shola are very thick and were not felled at all, in other *

portions dead trees required to be moved j the Shola is still the property of the Barracks, and was
not handed over to the Forest Conservancy Department when the rest of the Sholas and the
plantation were made over, with a view to its being properly conserved, judiciously thinned,
and the dead wood removed, I should recommend that it be at once banded over to the Conser-

vancy Department.
| 4. I should not recommend that the Lamb’s Rock Shola be systematically planted with -
Australians, it is too far off, and it would be.more profitable to extend our plantations near Wel.
‘lington and Coonoor; it will be better I think to leave a certain number of trees standing to the
Acrc and the Sho'a will then renew itself as the Tea Plantation Shola is now, doing. A few
- A ustralians may from time to time be put down where any permanent gaps occur, its picturesque-
ness and bealfty will then be preserved, which they would not be if it was turned into a regular
, plantation, there must be still nearly a hundred Acres of untouched forest, and it will bea good
many years before the whole of it is even thinped. ‘
5. "With regard to the remaiks containcd in the Government Order No. 576, I am of
opinion that we caonot be too st:ict in enforcing our rules for the preservation of strips of forest -
. hd -
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department
18¢h Jyune 1864,

e
on the banks of springs and streams, these undoubtedly suffer consiée}ably when ex Sosed tl X
sun and dry "air; Coffee planters seldom give sufficient attention to this im ortaIL) : ef o the
they grudge the land. I am not however of opinion that any felling that is hkl; tﬂ ]zct, and
on the Nexlghernes will ever seriously affect the rain fall; these mountains alwa y to take place
. large amount of rain, and the rule apphes more to the plains than tomountains; yt;:ttfac; avery .
year was greater both in the Neilgherries and in Wynad than has been known { rain fall lagt
and the clearings of forest in the latter District have been very extensive duri O:’ ntl‘any yos
years. The rain fall in the Coimbatore District (as far as the plains are conc;n tde last two
very smell, but the reason is that almost all the rain is attracted to the moun:::ns? :S zlwflzs
» -3

Neilgherries, Coimbatore Hills and the Anamallays.

—

SIMI‘rom Captain R. H. BEDDOME, Officiating Conservator of Forests, to J. D.
Lsq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department Fort Samt George, dated

Camp Ootacamund, 12th April 1864, No. 880.

No. 235.

Sir, .
1. In continuation of my letter of yesterday's date, I have the honor to forward copies of a

rom hhe ASSXStaﬂt Conselvabof Of the Neil(l het‘ Sh() as i]l ]e‘ele
1

he will be fined for each tree that bas been felled during the past
this 1 trust will prevent a similar occurrence

report and & letter f
glleged destruction o
2. Asthereisa distinct

trees on the banks of streams,
year on the banks of the small stream alluded to,

in future. |
GBEDDO%’IE{,{ Officiating Conservz/\éor of Forests-tc; J. D.
overnment, Revenue Department ¥ ’
e No. 808, & » Fort Saint George, dated

/
AD

From CaptamR 1.

SIM, Esq., Secretary to
Camp Ootacamund, 20th Apr

- No. 236,

—ern.

SIR,
. With reference to your offi
forward you a copy of the Firew

ORDER THEREON, 18th June 1864, No. 1, 002

ood and Charcoal Contracts alluded to.

: _ings. The Government do ot see W
: . tor isto fell, previously ma.rLed.

question bemg ipjured.
\ (True Estract )

(Swned) 1. D. SIM,

To the Board of Revenue.
, the Conservator of Forests.

5 .
it omtdsiatiid.

Fxd. S. T. Augustio.
*

cial Memorandum No. 60 of the 15th mstant I have the honor lc;

No. 237.
B —
T The C
Forest \ : ofnservator will strictly enforce the terms of the Contract, and
arrange for frequent and close supervision of the Contractor's proceed
eed ~

hy the Conservancy cannot have the trees which the Coutrac-
They look to Captain Beaddome to prevent the Shola in

Secretary to Govr’mmcnt.
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