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}’roceedings of the M adras Gover}zmeh_t, Revenue Department,
36tk June 1864.

% T

Reag the following letter from W HUDLESTON Esq., Secretary to the Board

of Revenue, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Govemment, Revenue Department,
Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 7th April 1864, ’\Io. 2,059 :— ~_ ..

No. 214.

-~

.

SIR, - . .o ) <
1. Iam directed by the Board of Revenue to submit for the consideration of Government

the accompanying Draft Rules for the conduct of elections of Managing Committees for Temples:

under Sections 8 and 10, Act XX of 1863. .

A file of the replies received from the Collectors on the subject accompanies. .

2. The above quoted Sections provide that the first Committees to be appomted under the
Act may be elected, and that all future vacancies in such Commlttees ‘shall be supphed by
election, or in default by the Courts, .

. The electors are to be those persons ¢ who are mterested in the maintenance” of the Mosques,
Temples, or other Religious Establishments, for the management of which such Committee shall
have been appointed. -

The Committees are to exercise the powers of the Board of Revenue in connection with

. Religious Establishments under Regulation VII of 1817, except in the case of such Establishments

as at the time of the passing of the Act were under the management of Trustees, &c, whose
nomination was not vested in, or exercised by, or subject to the confirmation of the Government
or any public Officer. ’ .

3. The Board believe that the powers vested in them by the above Refrulauon have been
actnally exex‘clsed in the cases of comparatively few of the innumerable temples in the country.
The petty village temples were from their insignificance left without interference. The most
important Temples have generally been placed on a footmg which made them independent of
the Board’s action. -

The result is that the Committees to be constuuted under Act XX of ISGo will probably
bave a more limited sphere of action than at firsé sight may appear, and the interest of the general
community in their working will be less vitally intimate than the letter of the Act would imply,

4. The Board are glad to think that this is the case ; for were it otherwise, they would
apprehend almost insurmountable difficulty in the way of successfully working the Aet with a
mo lerate number of Comuittees, in consequence of the impossibility of obtaining a really true
and full expression of the wishes of the enormous body of individuals who would be most deeply
interested in the matter, if all who are 1ntere>ted in all the Pagodas under each Committee were
expected to vote on each occasion of a vacancy, and if the Committees had power of interference
with every Pagoda in the country. Dut as it is, the Board beligve that the plan sketched in the
accompanying Draft Rules will probably work ‘smoothly and effectively,

5. The idea is derived from a suzgestion made by Mr. J. D. Robinson, the Cullector of
North Arcot, but differs considerably in detail from his plan.

6. The drsft Rules provide that for each Managing Committee, whether it be a Caste
Committee or a Talook or Circle or District Committee, there shall be provided an Electoral Com-
mittee on which shall devolve the duty of suppl_)mrr by election fit persons to fill vacancies in
that Managing Committee with which the Electoral Committee may be connected.

7. The Electoral Committee is to be a standing body, composed of representatives from
each village of group of smaller villages, who are to be elected by the main body of those village
residents who, from caste, sect, or persuasion, ma.y be directly interested in the institutions tor
the management of which the particular Managing Cummittee concerned may be, or have been
appointed.

8. The result will be that for instance in the case of a Talock Managing Committee for
the 1lindu Temples in a Talook consisting of 180 willages, it would be necessary at the most to

obtain the votes of 180 village representatives in order to provide a proper person to supply any
vacancy that might occur in the Managing Commitiee, while under the widest intergretation of
the Act it_might be deemed proper to allow esvery Hindu in the Ta'ook to record a vote. It is

o
-

L
€
%,

\§ ?”2 e

b3

*



4 o

LA K l
\A\'r‘r‘ ’ “‘ < B
3:1 - -

.M! A

Proceedings of the Madras Govemmzcnt Revenue Department
-“‘lﬁﬂa sze 18bi S - »

~\‘ 4
o

7
P - . -
J.»\ : S 4 ,

unnecessary for the Board to enlarge on the utter ho eleésness of ever obtam ny
f P iz a satxsfactory

result by the last method. v S

N

9. The Board consider that the letter of the law xs not opposeu to their plan as sketched
in the Rules, and that its spirit is more likely to be s0 fulfilled than by anv more general method
of direct election to the Managing Committees.- CE s
! 10. The plan is more exactly fitted for the cases contemplated by Section 10, Act XX ot

1863, viz,, the supply of vacancies in ‘Commntees already existing; but it can be easily adapted
~ to the case of first elections under Sec‘txon 8, if the Government Wlll previously decide how many
Managing Committees there shall be m any Dlstrxct that is whether there shall be Talook or
Circle, or District Committees, or whether there g’ all be a separate Comumittee for each caste in

a Talook, or for the several sects of each persuasmn. 3
2 . N —— . { » -
L No. 215. OrDER THEREON, 16Lb June 1864— No. 1,042, . .

1. The Board submlt with ’dns letter Draft Rules for the electlon

of Temple Commntees under Acl’. XX of 1863. The chief feature of

" their plan is for the voters to elec‘c a body of representatives who are, on
behalf of the general community, to elect Members of the' Committees,

2. The Government are of opxmon that this system 6f double election is open to objection

f\ and that it will be betler for the parties mtere:-terl in Rel:glous Institutions to elect the Com-

mittees directly io place of electing an. electing body.. In order to save time the Govern-

, ment have prepared a sketch of the km‘a of rules which™ they think would be suitable. The

t l Miscellaneous.

Board will circulate these to the Colleétora, aid ‘;ubml as goon as posmble, the Collectors’
replies and their own opinion and suggestipns.. e ,:i -

”

fTrue Extract)
c (aned) J. D. SIM,

o

Secretary to Government,
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MISCELLANEOUS CIRCULAR, No. LIV. ” .
- .. s
Board No. 3,97%‘. S ™

PROCEEDINGS oF THE BoArD or REVENUE, dated 1st July 1863.

Read the following :— ‘e
REvENUE DEPARTMENT.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT,
Dated 24th June 1863, Ne. 1,121,

1. Resolved that the Board of Revenue be instructed to adopt measures, without delay,
for giving effect to Act XX of 1863. .

2. The Board will call upon the Collectors to propose Committees for Institutions coming
within the scope of Section 3 of the Act. It will need consideration whether, in any case, a
single Committee for each persuasion in a District will be expedient as well as acceptable to the
people, The Government are inclined to think that it will be preferable to have several Commit-
tees in each District, so as to ensure local supervision. Residents in the neighbourhood of a
Pagoda or Mosque are more likely, than a distant body, to watch over its interests, to become
aware of irregularities, and to be amenable to public opinion.

3. TRecourse to election will, the Government presume, be rarely requisite at the outset,-
and looking at the suddenness of the change, the excitement and party-contention which the
measure would-evoke, election should only be resorted to when really necessary. Collectors
will seldom be at a loss to name individuals of such position, character, and estimation in Native
society, as will render them acceptable to the community.

4. The Board, however, will frame rules for such elections in case they should be necessrry,
as well as for the appointment of new members, on the occurrence of vacancies.
(True Extract.)
g (Signed) J. D. SIM,

Secretary to Government.

1. Communicated to all Collectors, who will lose no time in submitting their proposals for
the first Committees to be appointed under Sections 3 and 7, Act XX of 1863, bearing in mind
the Government suggestion as to the expediency of having more than one Committee for a
District.

2. They will observe that the appointment is for life, unless removed by an order of Court ;

“that no Committee man can be appninted Trustee, Manager, or Superintendent, of any Temple

under the management of the Committee of which he is a2 member ; and that no Officer of Govern-
ment in his official character can law fully have any concern with the administration of any Temple.

3. This last proviso will not preclude the appointment of native servants of Government
in their individual capacity to be members of Committee when nominated or elected, but it js
the desire of Government that when it is proposed to nominate the first Committee without
election, Government Servants holding influential situations should not be appoiuted, unless their
appointment is unmistakeably and spontaneously desired by the community, or that they should
only be appointed to Committe2s consisting of more than three members, so that ihe influence
they may derive from their official position may not be predominant.
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4. The Collectors will also submit their opinion as to the rules for elections required to be | % From V v
) ‘ rom V. H. LEVINGE, Esq. Collector of Madura, to W, HUDLESTON, E
. y s s . ! h sq., Secretary t
dated 24th Septemrber 1863, No. 2()0.’ ! e

framed by Sections 8 and 10 of the Act. -
5. The Board particularly request early attention to this matter, : | tho Bowrd o e
“ (True }?xtracts.) , ‘ 1. With reference to Miscellaneous Circular No. LIV, Proceedings of the Board of Revenue
: ' No. 8,977, dated the 1st July, I have the honor to report ou the appointment of Committees fo;

institutions coming within the scope of Section 3, Act XX of 1863. hd -

9. I learn the general wish of the peopie to be that ‘$here should be Local Committees for “
e different institutions, in preference to one or more Central Committees 7 }
t4

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,
% ' S -
L (Tme Cop,.) ecretary. i

2 e, ) . (Signed) W.SCHAR
- 3 A ’ ( g ) W. ﬁrsf‘ﬁg;tam \ _the management Of th
. and have agcordix}gly shaped my proposals, and believe the persons chosen by me will be acceptable ’

. S £
¢ To All :
4 Collectors . ol
1 . b ~ to the community 1n general,
N ot ) : . 3. Committees have to be appointed fo
- The Hindoo temples are divided into those
' . persons of the Siva sect for the Siva Pagodas,
Fagodas. )
4. There does not seem to be any }rivalry or arﬁmosity between the two sects of Vishnoo and
objection to a mixed Committee, but I have not nominated i
the intention was that the members of the Committee should i

i b N -
w .

r 43 Hindoo Temples and one Mohamedan Mosque, - ~ -
dedicated to Siva and to Vishnoo. I have selecte(i 4
and persons of the Vishnoo sect for the Vishnoo Y /

. Siva and there does pot seem to be any

T any guch, as I am_under the impression,

" be of the sect or religion to which the institation is devoted.

‘ 5. Annexed is a List showing the names of the different institutions, and the persons proposed

.-

to be appointed on the Committees. .
6 With regard to the framing of rules for the filling’ up of vacancies in the Committees, I

have not ben alole {o obtain any assistance from the communities interested ; they do not seem to
- desire a voice in the matter, an('l it is doubtful, if the generality of them would exercise any power
given them for selecting Committee men. I beg therefore to propose, which meets also with the )

* approval of the respectable portion of the people, the following rules:— y

" .Rule 1.—Each Pagoda should bave a certain territorial limit assigned to it of one or more

- villages, and only pure caste Hindoos residing within those limits should have the right of voting :

! h -
for the appointment of Committee men for that Pagoda.
) . Rule 2.—To qualify for a vote the voter must be the owner of a Puttah paying 10 Rupees
nt of not being a Puttahdar, mustbe possessed e

Exd. J. Wright. | ‘

\ of a house and ground of the value of 100 Rupees, must be 18 years of age, and of the religion
5 o which the Pagoda is dedicated, and must be resident of the teiritorial limit assigned to the )
‘; Pagods. - . | | - |
« ) * Rule 3.—The Curnum and Nattamagar of the village or villages attached to the Pagoda
. shall {urnish the Committee with a list of qualified voters. and shall deliver to each voter a tiZket
( showing the recipient’s right to vote; the recipient shall give the Curnum a fee of 2 Annas for
! his trouble. Ifthe Committee have apy objection to the list of voters they may have it
' scrutinized by the Collector.

’ Rule 4.—For the filling a vacancy in the Committee, the existing members shall call a
- meeting for the purpose of taking votes, giving 48 hours’ notice, and the votes should be taken
| ; . petween the hours of 10 A. M. and 4 p. M. Candidates for filling a vacancy must have their names

! put_forward before 10 A. M., the day of the election, or they cannot be elected at that meeting.

P .
i . ‘ :
. Rule 5.—On the day of the election the Committee may call upon the Superintendent of
but the Police are not to interfere in any way with

t
? snd upwards per annum to Government, or in the eve
)

. Police to provide the means of keeping order,
the election or mode of taking votes. :

-~
£

———

ExcrLosvrE No. 1,
gious institutions and the persons proposed to be appointed
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From the Honorsble R S. ELLIS, c. 5., Collector of Madras, to W. HUDLESTON, Esg.,
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Sydapet, 25th* September 1863, No. 391.

. . * 1. T have the honor with reference to the Board’s Proceed_

Miscellsneous Circular No, LIV, ing dated lst Jaly 1863, No. 3’977,_ e st Tete of thon,

ualified to become members of the Comiittees for the management of

described in Sections 8 and 7 of Act XX 0f 1863, 5,

LY
-«

persons who are best g
religious endowmeats, ]
2. 1 have, as regards the Taluks of Poneri, Trivellore, and Sydapet, done my best to ascer-

tain the wisheseof the more intelligent natives resident in these Taluks in respect of the pel:éons to -,
" be nominated, and the Sub-Collector, Mr. Banbury, has done the same for the Taluks under his

. ¢

charge, Conjeveram , Madrantakum, and Chinglep}lt. .

3. Asregards ‘the religious endowments within the 1imits of the Town of Madras, I have had
the advantage of the experience of the Deputy Collector Rungssawmy lyengar, and of some of
the most intelligent native gentlémen, both those in the service of Government, and those who are

otherwise occupted. i _
4. T believe, therefore, the lists both for the Taluks and the Presidency Town will faitly

represent the selection, which will meet with general approval thronghout the District. .

5. Thereis only one name which appears to call for special notice. It is that of Kistna
Row (wvide Conjevéram Committee) who was in 1861 dismissed from'the service of Government,
he being at that time Tabsildar of Chingleput. He is now engaged in trade, and is also a land-
holder. He is much respected by the people in Conjeveram, and as his nomination will be popular,
I have not considered that his dismissal from the service of Government should be a bar to his
gelection. 1 have, however, thought it proper to bring these circumstances to the uotice of the

+ Board of Revenue.

6. While making the selection of persons to be appointed as members of these Committees,
I endeavoured, as far as was possible, to ascertain the feelings of the natives regarding the election
contemplated in Section 10 of Act XX of 1863.

7. The first impression, which seemed to be produced by my explanation of this provision,
was disinclination to exercise the electoral rights, which it is proposed by the Act to confer on
those most interested in the good management of the native religious institutions of the country,

. andethere was great unanimity in the opinion that the selection of the members of the Committee

ghould remain with the Collector, as being a disinterested party. Repeated conversations on the
subject with the more intelligent natives familiarized them with the idea of election, and I have no
doubt that they will not, on an occasion occurring, be found unwilling to exercise the right of

election, if conferred upon them. They unanimously expressed an opiuion against open voting as

likely to lead to quarrels among themselves.

8. The next question, which was anxiously debated was as to the electoral franchise. This
they fixed much higher than I should myself have proposed, but they gave sensible reasons for
their opinion ; saying that it would be_inconvenient at the commencement of the experiment that
the body of electors should be very numerous, and that the lower classes would feel satisfied that
their wishes would be fairly represented, if the right of voting were confined to the wealthier and
more educated class, Many who were present belonging to the lower classes supported this
opinion.

9. The proposal made was that the right of voting should be confined to Puttahdars paying
500 Ropees and upwards per annum to Government, or in the case of persons not holding land
10 house-holders, of whom the household property was valued at 1,000 Rupees.

10. AgT have above stated, I consider that this franchise is too high and would exclude
from the right of voting parties well qualified to select persons to be entrusted with the general
supervision of the religious endowments of the country.

11. I should be myself disposed to fix the electoral franchise lower, bNiving the right of
voting in the Taluks to all Puttahdars or other land holders of any Taluk paying more than 100
Rupees per annum to Government, or persons having household property in any Taluk worth 500
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Rupees. In the Town of Madrasﬁ, I would give the right of voting
house property, valued at 2,000_Rupees, or paying Income tax to Go

Ppossessing incomes of not less than 500 Rupees per annum,
=

12, Tt will be observed that in two Taluks, Trivellore and Conjev.eram, and in the Town of
Madras, there are two Hindoo Committees for each Taluk, ang two for the Town of Madras
The Teason of this arrangement jg that the Sutwaid divisi p

.

fo all persons possessing
vernment, and therefore

ey ¥
. L. coBiLderable degree from the rest of the Taluk. It was considered desirable 4o
Committees in Conjeveram, where sectarian spirit is hio

\ and theref, > isi
ki been made for the Vadakalai and Tenkalaj sects. o ere—ore PUALS provision bas
i 13. For .the sa ni € ‘
. me reason in Madras, I have been advi
W*’ the Vishnoovite and Sivite Pagodas, reed fo make “eparate Frrangements for

o

. i ENCLOSURE No. I, - )
ABS'I‘RACT.-—LiStS of Persons who i mem
wio are qualxﬁed to becom i
religions s owenty € e bEI'S of the Commlttee of the

i o Sm—

Exd. J. Wright.
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From G. L. MORRIS, Esq., Acting Collector of SO}Ith Canara, fo V. HUDLESTON, Esq,,
~ Secretary to the Board of _Revenue, dated Mangalore, 27th OQctober 1863, No, 204, °

1. With reference to the Board’s Miscellaneous ~Circula,r, No. L1V, Board No. 3,971,
dated 1st July 1863, I have the honor to forward herewith alistofthe first Committees which I
propose should be appointed in this District under Sections 3 and 7, Act XX of 1863.

2. The list may appear at first sight very large, but afger much consideration and consul- _
tation with persons well acquainted with Canara, I do not fee] myself jpstiﬁg in recommending
.a smaller number. ‘ i

3. There are, Ifind, two special peculiarities in South Canara, first, that the members of .
one caste and religion asa rule keep perfectly aloof from that of all others and nevég“ in_any k
j,way interfere with their religious observances or establishments ; and secondly, that the
inhabitants of one Taluk live in that Taluk and very seldom leave it except when compelled
t2 do so by urgent business.

4. The first peculiarity renders it absolutely necessary that each separate caste should
have a separate Committee, whilst the secogd shows that one District Comnmittee for each -
separate caste would not work well, o .

5. At first T was of opinion that two Committees for each Taluk, one composed of Hindoos
and the other of Musselmen, might answer the end in view; but when I was shown how very
difficult the election of new members would be, and how little the interests of the lower and
poorer sects would be consulted by such Committees, I came to the conclusion"thaff the plan
would cause universal dissatisfaction, and accordingly gave it up. -

6. Againif the members of a Committee are to satisfactorily perform the duties which
will appertain to their office under the Act in question, they will haye at all events to meet
and consult together frequently, and this T have no hesitation in saying will not and cannot be
done in this District if persons living in different Taluks at a distance from each other are

members of one and the same C_ommittee.

7. For the foregoing reasons therefore, I propose that there should be a Taluk Committee
consisting of three persons for each separate caste, in each of the five Taluks of this District,

.and I forward herewith the names of the persons who should form the first members of these

Committees. -

8. The persons in question have been very carefully chosen by the Tahsildars after ascer-
taining, as far a3 possible, the wishes of those interested in their election, and I beg to recom.
mend that they may be appointed, -

9. The Moplas and Billawars of Mahgalore are the only two castes who have objected to " |
any of the persons nominated by the Tahsildar of that Taluk, and in each of these cases, after
sending for the Petitioners as well as others of the same persuasion, and hearing all they had
tosay, I have come to the conclusion that the Tahsildar's choice is unobjectionable, and under
all the circumstances the most likely to meet the wishes of the majority, - - :

10. Witb reference to the rules for elections, as required by Section 10,1 am of opinion
that with the exception of the sects specified in the next Paragraph, who as a general rule do
not possess much landed property, the fact of either paying Income tax, or Govel"nment
ravenus anaually amounting to 50 Rupaes, should eatitle the payer to a vote for the election
of a new member when a vacancy occurs among the mambers of the Committee of his caste :
the vote should also be taken in writing, so as to prevent disputes and fraud as much ag
possible, ‘ :

11.- The castes as per margin, possess but little landed property,
Billawar,

Moger. and none pay Income tax, but they have certain Headmen or Moktessors
i’i‘{‘iif:' over them in each village where they reside ; these headmen are persons of
Jogi. respectability and influence, and quite distinet from the Pagoda Moktessors, -
Balegar,

I would therefore propose that each of them should be extitled to 3 vote,
and that the election of a new member of a Committee should rest with them, -
ENcLosuRE No. 1.

ABSTRACT. —List of members of first Committees proposed to be appointed in the District
of South Canara under Act XX of 1863. :

Exd. J. Wright,
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From M, J. WALHOUSE, Esq., Acting Collector of Trichinopoly, to W, HUDLESTON:L‘E; U
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 31st October 1863, No. 210:— »

1. Asdirected in Miscellaneous Circular, No. LIV, I have the honor to submit Lists of the

Comnmittees proposed by me for the superintendence of Mosques and Hindoo Temples in this
District, as provided by Act XX of 1863.

2, For the Hindu Temples Committees of five members each have been named for each of

. the five Taluks, except in Oodiarpalliam, where the Temples being small and unimportant, and

gome difficulty existing in obtaining members fit and willing to serve, a Committes of three persons
has been thought suflicient.

3. For the supervision of Mosquesa Committee of five has been named for the two Taluks
of Triclinopoly and Perambalur: in the latter Taluk the Mosques and property are very unim.
portant, and qualified persons few ; Kulitalay and Moosery ars adjacent Taluks, exten ding opposite
one another on each side of the Cavery ; in Moosery there are only three very minor Mosques, a
Committee of three has been therefore named for the two Taluks, A Committee of the sa:ne
number has also been thought sufficient for Oodiarpulliam, The Committees both Hindoo and
Musalmen have been chosen after due inquiry and ascertaining, as far as possible, the wishes of the
respective Committees.

4. With -respect to Section 8 of the Act I am of opinion that elections of first Committees
would be inéxpedient; the provisions of Section 10 appear to me salutary, but I would suggest
that, when in the last resort, a member has to :be appointed by the Civil Court, that the Colle?:tor’u
opinion on the member proposed should be sought, as he may have other, possibly bette::, means of
forming a judguent,

Encrosure No. 1.

Assteact.~Memorandam showing the Hindu religious institutions and members of the

Committee proposed as per Act XX of 1863.
) .

Excrosure No. 2.

ApsTrAcT.—Memorandum showing the Mahomedan religious institutions and members of the -

Committee as per Act XX of 1863,

Exd. J, Wright.
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From J. I. MINCHIN, Esq., Collector of Kurnool to W HUDLESTON, Esq., Secretary to

the Board of Revenue, dated 14th November 1863, No..188 :—

1. In accordance with paragraph 1 of your Miscellaneous Clrcular No. LIV, Board No. 3,977,
- dated 1st July last, I have the honor to submit a list of persons proposed as members of Committees
to be appointed under Sections 3and 7 Act XX of 1863.

2. I have proposed a separate Committee for Hindoo and Mahomedan endowments in each
Taluk of the District, tkough in same cases, as in that of the Cazy Taher Sahib, the same indi-
vidual will be found on the Committees of two or more Taluks.-

3. Pains have been taken to select the best men available for these original Committees, and

in each case the willingness to serve on them of each individual has been ascertained before

entering his name on the lists,

4. On the subject of election of future members of these Committees, I have consulted with
the Head Assistant and all the Daputy Collectors in the District, who concur with me in thinking
that sach election in case of vacancies can be carried out with facility and advantage.

5. From the suggestions made by these different Officers I have gathered the following
s-hema for such elections, which I beg to submit for the Board’s consideration.

6. In case of a vacancy in any of these Committees, the same to be notified by the Collector

in the District Gazette, with a request that canlidates for the post will send in their applications -

by a certain date.

7. The only necessary qualification for a candidate should be residence in the Dlstrxct, and
that he belongs to the religion, the endowatent of which he is to supermtend

8. All other qualifications may be safely left to the electors, for whom it appears more
necessar, y to define the necessary qualifications with care.

i

9, There should be,

First.—A profession of the religion for which the institation is mantained,
Second.—Residence in the Taluk where the vacancy occurs.
Third.—Belonging to one of the following classes.

A Ryot paying Rupees 50 or more land assessmeant, ora person who paid Income tax in the
Official year 1862-63, or one who draws Rupees 2J or more as monthly pay from Government, or

any individual or company, ora Mathathipaty, Acharya, Shastree, Pundaram, Cazy, Moolla,
Mashayek, or Peerjada.

10. The election should be carcied out_'un\ler the personal superintendence of the Collector

or other independent Revenue Officer in charge of the Taluk, on some specified day, within
its limits,

11. Notice of the date and place of election should be published in the District Gazette, with
a list of the caudidates for the Office.

12, On the day fixed for the election, every duly qualified voter should place in the ballot
box the name of the candidate selected by him, written on the voting paper supplied to him by
the Officer presiding at the election. - -

13. Objections as to the due qualification of voters, to be heard and decided by the Officer
presiding at the election.

14.. The name of the succassful candidate to be published in the succeeding issue of the
District Gazette, but the appomtmenl: by Governmeunt to be deferred for three months, to admit
of Petitions agaiust the election being inquired into by the local authorities, and a decision to be
arrived at by Governmeat oa their report.

15. Section 10 of the Act requires that the Civil Court shall appoint a person to ﬁll up a
vacancy, if not filled up by election within three months of its occurrence. This might appear to
designate the Civil Court as the fit authority for carrying out the elections, but as the Goverament
have decided on the advisability of naminz several Committees in each District, and as all the
Officers I have consulted think that one should be appointed for each Taluk, the election for such

Committees could not well be conducted at ths Civil Court, at a dlstznce from the residence of
"the electors.

Excrosure No. 1.

ABSTRACT.—List of persons eligible as members of Committass mentioned in Sections 3 and
7 Act XX of 1863,

‘Exd.J + Wright,

«

- A erd e ———r P o W




o e —

hs
- [UURNEREEDS

——

"

N T Y

I R N Rl R RN N o s

R

R Y

I RTIT T S P T R T ST . T

From A, WEDDERBURN Esq, A,ctmn Collector of Bellary, to W. HUDLESTO\T, Esq,

Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Hosp,tt Ist December 1863, No. 170.

1. With reference to Miscellaneous Circular ‘of the Board of Revenue, No. LIV, Board
No. 3,977, dated 1st July 1863, I have the honor to state that the list of persons to be recom-~
rended as Members of Committees, for the management of Nauve religious establishments, is
under preparatnon, and will be forwarded at an early date. ,
" 2 Asregards the mode of election under Section 8 of the Act XX of 1863, I consider the -
most practicable method would be for the Tahsildars to inquire and report the names of those
persons (not being trastees) of influence in the neighbourhood who are3held in respect by the
community, and publish the same both in the District Gazette, and locally in the Taluk, giving an

interval for any one to express his dissent by stated reasons, which would be cousidered by .

the Collector.

3. There is no spncnal and habitual co: mrefutxo'l to whom the free election of a Commxttee
could be delegated ; but in Hindua temples the worshippers ‘come from distances, and abide tempo-
rarily ; a general election would not be feasible under such circumstances. Now the Committee must,
ia order to exercise proper supervision, be local residents, and the Tahsildar is likely to ascertain
the wishes of the people, and to report on the characters of the nominees in the first instance.

Were everything left at first without the supervision of Government, the trustees would have the

election in their own hands, and by their local influence would effect the proposal of nominees, I
who would not call them to a strict account for their intromissions,

" 4, With regard to endowments for Mahomedan worship, a..lt.hough thelr revenues ;zre compae
ratively small, the Tahsildars might similarly report the names of those possessing public confidence,
and willing to accept the duty of Committee men ; aud afier the first Committees were appointed,

- after objections were heard and disposed of, all future vacancies mizht be l=ft to the people them-
-selves to fill up, without any interferencs or help from Government, for then, of course, it would be

absurd for us to bolster up alien religions by our official aid and iaterference.

. 5. Asregards the question of more than oce Commlttee for the District, I have the honor to

recommend that when a number of Pagodas are sitnated in adjacent Taluks, there should be a
Committee for each circle.

6. The instructions of the Board that when Government servants are nominated on Commit~
tees, their official inflaence shall be counter-balanczd by an adequate number of memberé, will be
duly attended to.

Exd. J. Tulloch, -
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From M, J. WALHOUSE, Esq, Actmg Col!ector of Tuchmo 1
poly, to W AUD
Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated 5th Dec&mbefls 53, No. 228LE.ETOV Esq.,

- *The Board, in their Proceedings of the 12th ultimo, No. 7,203, having signified that they .

awalt my proposals regarding the rules to be drawn up for the cOnduct of elections to vacancies

" in Committees appoxnted under Act XX of 1863, I have the konor to submlc the following.

2, Section 10 of the Aet appears to contemplate all persons interested in the maintepance of

- Mosques, Temples, or religious Establishments having a voice in the election of new members
3

therefore every Hindu or Musselman, as the case might be, would have an interest and vote ia
electmg ‘a member of the Committee, which regulated the administration of each temple or
Mosque (so including that attended by him) within the Taluk or District where he resided : z0

F) o

- widely extended a vote would, however, be quite unsuitable and impracticable. Supposing,therefore
~ that the election should be carrled out by votes, I think the right of voting should b:’restncted
- to certain classes, : .

3. "A property qualification seems fo me the most intelligible and bracfica] and looking at
the present state of Native Society, I should have been inclined to place it high ; but considering

. that, in a matter of such general interest, the popular voice should as far as expedxent be admitted,

and that one qualification should be apphcable to all Districts, poor as well as rich, whereas some
poor Taluks cannot count a hundred voters qualified as I propose, I would rale that every
adult person paying by himself singly a Kist, Pesheush, or Jodi of a certain amount and upwards,
¢hall be allowed a vote. Any one possessing the requisite amount of property, within the range
of more than one Committee, should have a vote in the elections of each Committee. Lists of
qualified persons could be furnished to the Committees by the Collector, and be kept fur inspection
at the Taluk Catcherries, and corrected when necessary at each Jamabundy.

4. T think that the following classes of those professing the religions concerned may be
considered qualified to vote on elections to fill vacancies in Committees :— .
1. Persons paying singly Rupees 100 and upwards in Klst or Rupees 25 and upwards in
I’eshcush Jodi, or Shrotriem. .

L Al payers of Income tax.

IIT, Inamdars who receive singly Rupees 100 income,

IV, Trustees, Managers, and Supermtendents of rengwus Establishments, such as are
mentioned in the Act,

V. Assessors of a Sesswns Court.

VI. ° Pensioned servants of Government, who had attamed the rank of a Tahsxldar District
Munsiff, Subahdar in the Army, or superior grades.

VIL All who have received the Degrees of B. A. or M. A, at auy Umverslty.

5. Assessors, pensioners, and holders of University Degreea to have votes irrespective of

_ property-qualifications, but only for the Committees within whose jurisdiction they reside, and if

possessed of property-qualifications not to have another vote on that account. Trustees, Managers,
and Superintendents to have votes only for the Committees within whose Jumsdlctlon the religious
establishments under them are situated, and each to have but on2 vote, although Trustee, &e. - for
more than one establishment, unless the other establishment be within the range of another
Committee; no one, how much or whatsoever his property, should have more than one vote for

- one and the same Committee. Though the Board consider that servants of Government may be

nominated as members, I think the vote should be withheld from them.

6. The prmcxple and manoer of conducting elections are very sfrange to natxves ahd not
easily comprehended by them, hence it would be convenient to prescribe some mode. I would
therefore suggest that ona va.cancy occurring in a Committee, the remaining members saould give
public notice, and receive the names of cacdidates; for an election not limited to candidates
previously notified would,* I think, end in confusion, and I suppose there could be no
idea of the whole body of voters meeting, and proceeding to name and elect a member on the
moment,” The number of candidates may perhaps be at ﬁrst excessive, but the inconve-
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njence would be cured by experience ; 1 one not qaalified tovots

2 shonld be admitted as a candidate.
¢ The names of caudilutes might be received for tws months, ot othorfivad term, after which a. mnre

\ should be reccived. The names ‘rggiQtercd might be pablishad weckly ia the District Gazetie, and
pasted on the principal templis’;. @ day of elestioa in the thirdmsatn shonll have been previously
fized and novified. * .- - . : o

7. The elegtions should ordinarilx bahield ip tha principal Te np]é, Btosque, or public building
not belonging 6 Government in the princip.l town of the division, and in the partion thercof
most public, open, anl accessible to aHAcancemeJ. “Tha aid of the Police m'zirt bz given to keep
order; and the election should commence not later thm 2p. u

* it should be conductel under the superintenden
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» 2nd not be proloaged afier sunset ;

1l i ce of at least two of he Committee, who shuuld

occupy a conspicuous position. Members of the Committee should not have a vate.

- 8. Votes might be given either personally or by wiiting. A

e eldest member of the Committee should, 0nan elecbibn, he d
be addressed to him in scaled covers,
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zame shonld be written on a sepurate
paper; every voler who appeared in per:on shoull declare audibly before the Committee the name
of the candidate for whom he voted, and writs

hit s ' : :
, ; e 3Dl name on the panas bearing that candidate’s nines
or affix his mark to his name after it had hzen taken dowa. Oiher
b . Cily

1
3 ‘ ¢ safe-zuards for dus recivoy
might be devised. Sealed votes shoyld b2 opened by the Peosidant publi;iv before the Comamlitee y !‘4
their contents read out aloud, and the o el at once onthe list of the cun- | k
didate f‘or whom he vored: - Votes for others than the candidates previously notified should net .
* be received.  The Committee, after al] the votes have bee receivel, should verify and sign the
lists, and the candidate who obtained the majority of votes ba dac! i l' ‘1 ed Tirey shout
be bound to retain the lists for six mont thos oot
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RuLES fo provide for supplying vacancics lelg(cit::agrmg. Commute{».g appointed under Aot XX
. 1. Within tte range of every Managing Committee there sha?lh be constituted i
following an electoral body to represent the resident members of the caste class, or . ma"f]el‘
(as the case may be) interested in the particular Temples, Mosques, or other, Reli ,ious 1};;’;3‘;)?,0,1
ments under the management of such Committee, and to supply by election vaca eies noh
Managing Committee. : i
2. Every village shall be represented in each such electoral body by one or more pereo:

ncies in_ the said

8 as

hereinafter provided, to be elected by the villagers of the caste, class, or persuasion ¢ PR
» the following manner; Provided that the Collector shall once for all, form grouy :ncgme e
villages to be similarly represented by one or more persons for each group, in suih ml;n ) S}Tauer
constituency shall be composed of fewer than 50 Voters 3 Which grouping shall 1;1: l.o‘ o
revision from time to time by the Civil Courts, on the application by Petition of not less th::nt:z

persons qualified as voters in such group. ‘ :
3. Every villager of the caste, class, or’persuasion concerned, who is of the age of not le
s8

than 20 years, shall be entitled to a vote in the election of the village representative ip 1L
electoral body concerned, provided such villager possesses one of the following qualificatio e
ns.

Persons quulified to vote for election of village representatizes :— -
a. Holders of Puttahs for land in the village or group, assesse
not less than Rupees 10, Broup, assessed o the annual amount of
b. Holders of Inam lands, similarly situated and representing an assessment valye of
not legs than Rupees 10 per annum.
¢, Owners of House property, similarly situated, of the estimated value of not less than
Rupees 100.
d. Occupiers of Houses, similarly situated, and of the ahm_ml rent ;ralue of not less than

Rupees 10, .
e.* Graduates of the University, resident in such village for not less than six months

* . previous to the election. ‘
" 4. Tt shall be the duty ofthe Curnum of every village to open and maintain a separate

- Register for each caste, class, or peisuasion for which separate Managing Committees may have

been appointed in the District or Division, and to record therein the names, ages, and qualifications
of every resident qualified to vote at the election of the village representative for such caste, class
* ' . N 2

-

or persuasion, B
(See Appendix A.)
The number of representatives for each Constituency shall be determined as follows :—

Constituencies numbering Representative, .
. 100 Voters and under....c.eeeesaaereessracneenses 1
Above 100 and not exceeding 250 ,........... 2
250 do, 500 L.ccvveeennn . 3
500 do. 1,000 ......cue... 4

and an additional representative for every additional 500 voters on the Register above 1,000 V

5. Whenever a vacancy may occur in the representation of any village, the Head of the

. Village and Curnuu shall jointly notify the fact by written notice in the village choultry, and by
beat of drum ; and shall in the same notice call upon all concerned to record their votes for 2’

successor within a period of 30 days from the date of such notice. .
6. The Head of the Village, and the Kurnum shall on the same date open a Register of

votes (Appendix B) in which they shall record all votes tendered to them by properly qualified
voters within the period of 30 days named in the notice; on the expiration of which period the

registration shall be closed and certified by the signatures of the Head of the Village and Kurnum,

the votes shall be forthwith scratinized by a Punchayet to be nominated by the Village Munsiff, and

the result of the election shall be declared within 24 hours and reported to the Managing

Committee concerned, to whom a copy of the Register of votes shall at the same time be forwarded.
The original register of votes shall remain with the Kurnum as part of the Village records.

. 7. When the election is for a group of villages the several vote Registers shall be scrutinjzed

ot O
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Appendix F,

Nominal register of the Electoral Comrqitteetfi::;;
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Sa e
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Age. Qualification. Ai!
‘ No.
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|
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“B,

tes rec mo ase
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i illage of
.. (cas’e, §e.,) in the villag

e

the
- appuinted under Act XX of 1863 for

" above place and time.

Name of person in whose

number in r vote is recorded. Signature or
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S voter’s Registe Individua] Voter.
= g Individual House name. name.
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5% Esi‘ﬁer- House (Sigued) ——— Head of village,
z ( » ) =——Kurnum.
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C. Taluk has been duly elected
b of village a
.. by given tha
-Notice is here

e S village m—— Taluk in the
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to represen mmittee for supplying vacancie (Tuluk or Circle).
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; Date of
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