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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
L " 8th June 1863.
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. Read the foliowing papers :—

No. 126. From W. FISHER, Esq,, Resident of Travancore and Cochin, to Honorable A J,
ARBUTHNOT, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated on circuit,
Peermade, 9th April 1863, No. 28. ‘
Srz, . .

1. The Port of Narakal in the territory of His Highness the Rajah of Cochin, and only three
or four miles north of British Cochin, has, I believe, already attracted the notice of Government,.

2. It is protected by a.mud bank very similar to that at Alleppey. No surf breaks on the
beach in the heaviest weather, and ships can at all seasons load and .unlqad with perfect ease in
the Roadstead.. )

3. Hence, when the bar Harbour of British Cochin is closed during the south-west monsoon,
Narakal not only affords safety to shipping, but might be made available for the trade of the
British Port if goods entered and cleared at the Custom House there, could be admitted duty
free at British Indian ports, though in reality sent by back-water to and shipped o
Narakal. Y .

4. It isthe intention of the Burmah Steam Navigation Company to run their vessels

- throughout the south-west monsoon, and the Cochin Agents of this Company are anxious to

know how far Narakal is open to their enterprize.

5. His Highness the Rajah of Cochin is willing and anxious to afford every facility to the
British Cochin trade consistent with the due protection of the revenue of the State,

6. A light would be placed on the flag staff already erected at Narakal, and a space on the
beach would be allotted (as a temporary measure) fot a coal shed.

7. The Circar is willing to forego port dues, and whilst demanding duty on goodslanded.
in order to protect the Customs Rex"’enue, will grant drawback on all such goods entering Britishi
Cochin by back-water. e . . .

8. There is a question, however, as to whether goods entered and cleared at the
British Custom House would be admitted duty free into British Indian ports under existing laws,
when in reality shipped at a foreign port. L

9. It may be urged that in this instance the British (Government lose nothing
goods so shipped duty free.

10. Having once entered British Cochin through the Circar back-water, goods shipped
thence would of course be admitted into British Indian portsiduty free.

11, The Cochin Government having already collected their export dut
their Chowkies when entering British Cochin, lose nothing by allowing
back-water to Narakal, and their export thence.

12, Itis no doubt a matter of considerable importance to render this sea
open throughout the year, and whilst I am sure that Government will approve the liberality’
with which the Cochin Circar are prepared to act towards the Burmah Steam Navigation Co d
pany, I venture to hope that His Excellency the Governor in Council may deem itaadvisablenz;
adopt measures for removing any obstacle the law may impose, when that law is already a dead
letter in respect to the traflic in question, and the proposed arrangements would, if carried oyt
increase the prosperity of British Cochin. ’

by admitting

¥ on goods passing
thep free passage by

board practically

No. 127.  Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 21st May 1863, No. 3,009.

Read the following letter from G. A. BALLARD, Esq., Collector of Malabar, to 4, HUDLE.

STON, Esq., Secretary to the Board of i
o q y e Board of Revenue, dated Calicut, 4t} May 1863,

.
'

Sig,

1. Some miles north of British Cochin, on the shore of the Cochin Rajab’s territory, lies
the mud.bank of Narakal. The action of the Sea at this place seems deadened by the quantity
of mud held in solution, and the consequence is, that whilst the monsoon storms on a lee-shore

+render the resort of vessels to the coast generally dangerous from June to September, at Narakal
they can lie throughout, :
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
8th June 1863.
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2. With this explanation I forward an extract from the report of the Master Attendant at
Cochin., It seems that, during the monsoon months, ships unable to lie at British Cochin, to
receive cargo from that port, are likely to proceed to Narakal, a place which at present has no
trade of its own, and lying there load from British Cochin. But the question arises whether

* goods actually shipped at Narakal (a place in the Cochin Circar), though really from British
¢« Cochin, can claim the privilege of the port-to-port trade ; or whether they must be looked on as

shipped at a foreign port, and be consequently liable to duty on re-import at another port in
British India.

3. I think it desirable to give all legitimate encouragement to those inclined to break the
utter extinction of coast trade during the monsoon, and I see no objection to goods cleared from
the British Cochin Customs Iouse, and covered
the sanction of the Collector being

-~

by its manifests, being shipped at Narakal ;
granted in the case of each vessel for this proceeding.

Excrostre No. 1. ‘

Extract from a letter from the Master Attendant of Cochir, dated 1st May 1863, No. 119,
The mud flat at Narakal

convenience that were apparent when they first attracted notice. A flag staff lately erected,
now marks the place, and sailing directions, to discover the anchorage, have been framed and
published for the guidance of ships. A question which perhaps belongs more to the Customs
than the Marine Department, and which from its complicated nature, is deserving of considera-
tion, is involved:in ships loading at Narakal for any of the British Indian ports. Narakal
possesses no trade of its own; and only at such times when vessels are unable to remain in these
roads, from stress of weather, they will proceed to that anchorage to load, aud every package
shipped there ig likely to be cleared from the British Customs House at Cochin. The question,
therefore, is, will goods, shipped under such circumstances, be liable to duty on importation to
a British Indian Port, as they were shipped from the Rajah’s country, and as such from a
foreign port; or will such goods be dealt with as if exported from British Cochin, and vessels
which may load at Narakal be permitted to clear from this Customs Ilouse. I am induced to
bring this matter to notice, as inquiries have been made at this Office on the subject. As the
question is likely to arise any day, it would be satisfactory to obtain a decision.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) A. C. BURNELL,
Assistant, for Collector.

——

1. The Board resolve to submit the above question for the decision of Government.

2. Every facility for turning to account the natural advantages of the Narakal Bank should
be afforded, and there appears to be no objection whatever to the Collector’s proposal as limited
by him. ' ' ’

3. The'Board trust that the Customs convent
may be completed at an early date, but mean
will prevent evasion of the British duty,
can claim the privileges of the interport free trade,

ion with the Cochin and Travancore Circars
while the precautions provided by the Collector

¢ (True Copies and Extract.)
(Signed) W. HUDLESTON, Secretary.

No. 128. OnrpER THEREON, 8th June 1863, No. 992.

1. Thke Goveraor in Council sanctions the arrangement proposed by the Collector and
Board of Revenue during the monsoon months, provided that the gocds are duly cleared from
the Customs House 'at British Cochin and manifested for actual shipment off Narakal. The
sanction of the Collector in each case seems unne

cessary and would prove very inconvenient in
many cases. It may bt_a left to the Chief Custo

ms Officer at British Cochin to allow goods tc
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Presents unchangingly the same features of serenity, safety and,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
° 8th June 1863.

‘ . . .
be shipped as above proposed and to adopt all necessary precautions agaiust any abuse of the
e ship

privilege.
9. The Board will circulate this Order to the Collectors of Sea Customs, and the Govern-

/ ment will communicate the arrangement to the Government of Bombay.

(Signed) 7. D. SIM,
Secretary to Government.
Ordered that the following letter be despatched. .
No. 129 From J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, to the
o ' Secretary to the Government of Bombay, dated 8th June 1863, No. 993.

]SIR,I m directed to forward, for the information of His Excellency the Governor in Council,
. a !

h ompanying correspondence regarding the shipment during the monsoon months of goc{ds
the accom g ardin
cleared from British Cochin at the adjoining port of Narakal.

s aware that during the monscon ships are often
= The’B'm?baly GovZZ:?::atlrsitic:iu:éll;sritish Cochin, Tw: or three miles north of British
unabl-e t'o remeain "ll t;e exzalled Narakal, where the action of the sea is deadened by a mud flat,
Cochin is the. small p a}l]ce hore ships can lie and load when the Cochin Roadstead is unsafe.
e ‘thb - t'te a.sted in the Cochin State and is therefore ¢ Foreign territory.” Conse-
Nazakal is, however-,t 8(11 u1;hen'ce are liable to duty when imported into any British Indian port.
quently goocs expolhe er. been made with His Highness the Rajah of Cochin for the transit
Arranghmens 'have, ov;"evof’land on which Narakal is situated of goods from British Cochin,
e the very na"o‘;s . authorized their Officers to allow goods cleared from the Customs
i;ld e fG I(;vie*ri:linézt:hiiveand manifested as intended for actual shipment at Narakal, to be shipped
Touse of Brit s .
ot the lattef' Pla.Ce du“’;i thl:a':ff)?g;chin levies duties on imports into and exports from his
5 M ngl’?[‘nlfzs rezauti‘)ons adopted at British Cochin leave no opening for-a‘ny evasi.on
itish duties, and It)he Rajah would at once tax articles not cleared frf)m British (?ochm,
of B.rl_tls. o t of Narakal. The concession is really no more than allowing goods during the
passing mtObOl' oub::ked in a sheltered Roadstead quite close to Cochin,
o Ito eteon;e uest that goods shipped under the above circumstances from Narakal and
covexid byar:anifea?s from the British Cochin Customs I1louse may be treated in Bombay ports

as if they had actually been shipped at British Cochin, -

own territories.
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No. 3,009,
ProcREDINGS OF THE BOARD OF Revexue, dated 21st May 1863.

Read the following letter from G- A. BALLARD, Esq, Collector of Malabar, to W, HUDLE-
STON, Esq., Secretary to the Beard of Revenue, dated Calicut, 4th May 1863, No. 86 :—

1. Some miles north of Briush Cochin, on the SE]OX‘B of the Cochin Rajah’s territory, lie.s the
mud bank of Narakal. The action of the sea at tlx}s place seems deadened by the quantity of
d held in solution, and the consequence is, that whilst the monsoon storms on a lee-shore render
K: resort of vessels to the coast generally dangerous from June to September, at Narakal they can
lie throughout.
. 2- With this explanation forward an extract from the rep.ort of t!lfi Master Attendant at
Cochin. It seems that, during ihe monsoon months, ships unable to.he at British Cochin, to receiyu
_cargo from that port, are likely to proceed to Narakal, a place '.?'hxch 'at present has no tx‘-ade of its
“own, and lying there load from.British Cochin. Dut the question arises w.’h.ether g(.)ous actuafly
* shipped at Narakal (a place in the Cochin Sarkar), _though really from British ?ochm, can cla.lm
the privilege of the port-to-port trad:e; or Whe'.he" they must be l°°k?d on a8 S‘"PI.’Gd at a foreign
port, and be consequently liable to duty on re-import at another port in Dritish India.

3. I think it desirable to give all legitimate encouragement to those inclined to break the :

utter extinction of coast trade during the monsoon, and I see no objection to goods cleared from the

------ s i Ry g b

“British Cochin Customs House, and C0V?L@Fl,mbLi.tﬁl‘?Pl‘-ifis}vs’ btfing shipp?d at Narakal ; the sanction
oF the Collector being granted in the case of each vessel for this proceeding.

EncrosurE No. 1,
" Extract from a letter from the Master Attendant of .Cochin, dated 1st May 1863, No. 119.

'i‘he mud flat at Narakal presents unchangingly the same features of serenity, safety and con-
venience that were apparent when they first attracted notice. A flag-staff lately erected, now marks
. the place, and sailing directions, to discover the anchorage, have been framed and published for the
guidance of ships. A question which perhaps belongs more to the Customs than the Marine De-
_partment, and which from its complicated pature, is deserving of consideration, is invplved in ships
loading at Narakal for any of the British Indian Ports. Narakal possesses no trade of its own ;
and only at such times when vessels are unable to remain in these roads, from stress of weather, they
will proceed to that anchorage fo load, and every package shipped there is likely to be cleared from
the British Customs House at Cochin. The question, therefore, ig, will goods, shipped under such
circumstances, be liable to duty on importation to a British Indian Port, asthey were shipped
from the Rajah’s country, and as such from a foreign Port ; or will such goods be dealt with as if
: exported from British Cochin, and vessels which may load at Narakal be permitted to clear from this
" Custows House. I am induced to bring this matter to notice, as inquiries have been made at this
Office on the subject. As the question is likely to arise any day, it would be satisfaci:ory to obtain
3 decision. (True Extract.)
(Signed) A. C..BURNELL,
Assistant, for Collector.

*

1. The Board resolve to submit the above question for the decision of Government.

2. Every facility for turning to account.the natural advantages of the Narakal Bank should
be afforded, and there appears to be no objection whatever to the Collector’s proposal as limited by
him.

‘8. The Board trust that the Customs convention with the Cochin and Travancore Sirkars
may bz completed at an early date, but meanwhile the precautions provided by the Collector will
prevent evasion of the British duty, as only the goods manifested as cleared from Cochin can claim -
the privileges of the iaterport free trade. '

(True Copies and Extract.)

(P, e

Secretary.
To J. D. Sim, Esq., Secretary to Government, R. D, -

" Copy to G. A, Ballard, Esq., Collector of Malabar,

.

Bed. J. Wi oht,
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