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Proceedmo's of the Madras Government Revenue Department
S : 28th May 1860. '

No. 33@ " Read the following letter from CHARLES SANDERSON, Esq., Coonoor, o J. D,

- SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Re»euue Department, Madras, dated Coonoor
20thMay]863'-" N R oL .

“ Sim, s LT T sy oo T S
1. Icame.from Envland in O‘,tobvr ]ast with a view to culnvate fibresin- t}ns Presxdency,
: and having procured, pelsonally, several hundred plants of the Assam Nettle from Rungpore, I

B mtroduced some of the recently exhibited and most mnploved scutching machinery into this _‘

country.” But I have failed as yet in obtaining suitable land on these Ifills, partly owlng to

press of business up here, and partly to the competition w ith Natives at the public auction)”
2. I applied in Janualy last for 100 Acres of grass land (about a mile from Coonoor) in

which were interspersed a few Acres of Shola, my iutention being to leave as much timber stand-

-

“ing as possxble for shading the Neilgherry l\ettl It appears, however, that the scarcxty of
. firewood on these Hills induces the Natives to bid for the bits of -Shola, aml thus in a few years

the upper plateau wﬂl be denuded of timber. . i
S. - For fibres I want a large surface of grass land at a cheap rate, for onlya modemte
profit can be derived from an Acre of fibre, as compared with Coffee,

4. The land pub up to auction yesterday fetched Rupees 32 pe1 Acre, There are no bandy‘

xowd:: near it, and much of it is unproductive soil,’ . .
v - Considering the importance of the subject of fibre culuvatxon in Indm, and the ploba,..

bxhty of much waste hnd being taken up for that purpose, I :.umrest that the pioneers of this .

‘a nominal rental or absolute gift. - . .

6. I shall feel obliged, therefore, 1f'you can get me a grant of 100 Acr»a of waste grass land on
easy terms, say \nthm 3 miles of, Coonoor I will undertake to leave all large trees sbandmg, and if .

= the fibres prove too expensive to cultivate, I would restore the land to Government. I am hO\’v‘

. “yenting 16 Acres to go én with and to cAteh the sowing season, . and I find that Rupees 70 per

Acre is the cost of preparing - and . sowing with Nettle seed, so that land granted for fibre
gro'unrr would " be improved when handed back to _Government, -

. Mr. Graot, the Collector, has facilitated in every way my efforts to commence operations

on the:e Hills, and 1 am indebted to that gomleman for getting my land put up by auction within

- . four months of the apphcatxon, but the price was altogether beyond the fibre proﬁts, which I .

branch of agriculture should have aid from Gmemmunt in the wz\) of grants of Iand exther at.

. fear must be" small . for some years, or at Ieaat untll the Nellﬂlmry Ne*tl is known in the -

Envhsh \Iarket ‘ ' T

4 -
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’ 1. ’lhe Nellahexry Nettle is mdwenous to the Hills and | grows wild in gleat pxofusnon m.

ative if cultivated ; or in

other words, repay the cost of culture as well as that of preparation, &z, This question, however
’

“will\be no nearer-a practxcal solution than it now is, if Govermnnnt provide land for the”

experxmcnhl cultivation of the pimt on'lawer terms than are paid under ordmary cucumstancc
However ptof‘cablﬁ the cultlvation mwht be to Mr. Sanderson on wuch condmons, no othe-‘
settler would have any . assurauce therefrom that it Would be proﬁtable w hen th=
the land cuItlvated thh it had to be paid. It certainly would’ not be sou
< ment to grant land on easicr terms for the Nettle than for
* public might complam with reason of land fe.chm" at ope
* Acre being nranted at a nominal price, - L. s ,
- 2. On the other hand, Mr. Sanderson may falr‘)"expect that he mav, in such an experl-
ment, be ‘saved some of the risks incident to it; and it seems to the (‘overnmem that the fo“ow-
ing would be an equitable arrangement. . Mr, Sanderson, in communication with the Co]lector,
to s¢lect a hundred Acres of - (rovernment land such as was lately sold, not resery ed for pubhc

reasons nor already applied for by others, and to hold j¢-

proper value of
nd pohcv for Govern-
any other plodu"t and the general

¢ 3 Ruanees par Acre for Shola land,

1 Rupee s Orass hnd - on payment of the anpual assessment® for five years, at the

. ‘end of which period he will be allowed the option of pur-
thasing it on paymg the average price which such land fetches the price in order to avoid futyre
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disputes bemnr now settled, and being mdependent of the annual’ as:essment w.nch \n\l continue
. payable ag usual under the Waste L'md R ules.- Mr. Sandermn may ofc(mrse throw up the land
. either at the end of-the five yoars or previ iously if his e\nenment proves unsuccessful. By this
] arrannement M. Sanderson will be saved the risk of slelW cmpxtal in land until he .sees hi
way more clearly. Of course if he finds that the culture of tfle Nettle will not pay unless he is
provided with land at a lower price than others are willing to pay and are actually paym'r for it
_ the question wxll be definitively settled, for (xovernment canuot as a m wtter of policy or m Jusllce

“to the public give lands on foworable terms to encourarre the culture of plolucts whu.h can only
- be caltivated on such terms. 0

3. The Government pre~ume that t.houtrh the land selected by \In Saudcraon and leLenﬂ\

~ sold fetched so much as Rupees 32 per Acre besides the annual assessment, there must be plenty

4 of land in tbe ncwhbomhood of Coouoor which would not fetch 50 high a puce and v&ou‘d k¢

" well suited te the culture of the Nettle. s ’ . -
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