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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
‘ ' 18¢h May 1863. ‘ .

v

No. 222, . Read the following letter from E, E. MERRALL, Esq., Civil Engineer, to J. D.
* SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort Saint George,
dated Coonoor, 6th May 1863 ;== .

Str, ) )

1. I have the honor to enclose for your inspection a bill which I received from
Mr. Smith, the landlord of the Travellers’ Bungalow Hotel at Coonoor, and a similar document
from the servant of the same gentleman for refreshments at the Travellers' Bunrralowvat

B

Coimbatore, '

2. The accommodation at both places is of the most common-place charac.ter, and the
charges are as high, as indeed higher than the first Hotels in Madras,

3. What would be thought in England of paying 3s. for a plain breakfast, and 4s. for a
plain dinner, exclusive of drink ; the tariff at the Railway Stations is about one-half of this.

4. If enquiry were made, I believe it would be ascertained that 3Ir. Smith has nearly
doubled his charges*since he got possession of the Travellers’
Bungalows, and this solely because he, by his occupancy of
the Travellers’ Bungalows, compels every traveller to come to
bis establishment, whether they choose or no.

5. 1 can hardly think it right on the part of Government to let the public Bungalows to a
private speculator without some guarantee that he would supply travellers with refreshments
" at a reasonable cost. If a poor Subaltern, with his family, were compelled by sickness to wisit

‘ the Hills, how could he afford to pay the enormous sum of Rupees 5 per day for each person.

—

® Mr, Wilson "has done the same, but bis
- Hotel' i3 a private affair ; his former
pricos ara enclosed,—E, K. M.

No. 223. Orper THEREON, 18th May 1863, No. 864,

: 1. The Government have given up the public Bungalow at Coonoor becauss they congider
that at so large a station the wants of travellers will be best supplicd by private agency.

They cannot consent to regulate the renter’s charges, the price of almost every article of-
consumption and the wages of servants are high on the Neilgherries, and it would be Iinpossible

for Government even if they had the right, to determine what would be a proper charge for the

accommodation, &c., afforded.
2. The Government believe that the comfort of travellers is better secured by the present

-

arrangement than by retaining the Bungalows under the management of their own Oflicers, and

certainly complaints have been much less frequent of late.
3.. Mr. Merrall's letter is clearly not on Her Majesty’s service, and it will therefore be

sent to the Postmaster General for recovery of the postage charged on it.
: (Signed.) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Government.
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