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1( p,.oceec‘_liz_pgs of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,

13tk May 1863.

- P

S *" L . ) ‘ m - ) A Read the following :~=
. - e L No. 160, . MINUTE BY THE HONORABLE THE PRESIDENT.
has more than oncé been directed to the very anomalous and unsatisfac-

G e B e em e

ST S | - 'f.f: L ‘- 1. Mya.ttention
o R S Lo tory state of the system d
L R PR PR E . - Presidency. '

f indeed it can be so.called) of weights and mezasures in this

e o

SR T N 9. Latterly, I have been enzagel in ' prosecubing some simple experiments for the purpose
. I R T A . of determining the relation between the amount of produce upon different qualities of soil, and
e . ‘ ' ' ‘ s the assessment or rent of such land, and the difficalty which I have experienced, oxing in great
o e e B S T L moasure to the amount of calculation required to bring the numbers obtained by observation into
e o SR o .‘ a form admitting of direct comparison, has been so great as to justify the conclusion that, until
CCAE T _ o STl some more simple and general system can be introduced, it will be utterly impossible to record
R o S e L o in a satisfactory form any statistical information which would enable the Government or indi- o H
eIV e T B R P ST ‘ viduals to institute a comparison between the products of the different Districts of the territory, ’
o ' C . or to draw any sound, practical inference from the vast mass of facts brought oficially

aa IR B A * uunder notice. .
R O - 3. 1 have looked over

*

T T L s e R the papers on this subject for the purpose of ascertaining whether
RN , L L I T e T -y anysimple, practical suggestion could be gleaned from them, but I have not been able.to discover
L ,':‘;- e N Sor T T : Sl - . any general scheme sufficient!y simple to justify a recommendation that it should be adopted.
RPN . . - O ‘ E ‘ S R ”5-;.1 o *- ” 4., Under these circumstances, I think it would be advisable to bring this subject uader the
B - ‘: B ‘ BRI R “ e T C . - < © " notice of the Supreme Government, With a suggestion th_at' a Committee consisting of a properly
R SR L i‘ TP I o 3 - qualified person from each Presidency should be appointed, to which all the papers bearing on
L S T - e the subject should be referred, with instruction to consider "and report to the Government their
e e ! opinion as to the system which it would be desirable to adopt. I do not, however, propose that
S e T Co R ‘ ' this Committee should be permitted to enter upon the very broad questi{m of the (theoratically)
S , o ) o < o - -2&. " ’ best system of weights and measures; it should be instructed to limit its enquiries and suggestions
R T R RIS S T ’ - to the substitution for the present numerous and contradictory scales of weights and measures,
e S T I S ' *+ of such a simple form as would, while it made the minimum alteration in the existing tables,
_ el T o R S " and disturbed the present nomenclature as little as possible,‘ mike the Indian system universal
E R o . v . throughout our territories, and place it in a simple relation with that now existing in England.
- CLeL o S R .. "~ 5 I propose to impose this limit upon the Comnmittee, because I am aware that the intro= )
N P T A Lo duction of a decimal system has been suggested. I believe that for purpose of computation and : wl
N oL e S I ; ’ comparison this is theoretically the most perfect, but this perfection would be dearly purchased
eSS T T B L - ‘ at the cost of the disturbance of every existing relation ; indeed, I question very much the possi-
o . e e 4 bility of introducing a system s completely at variance with all those now existing in India. On
‘ o e ' ) the sther hand, I do not wish to tie the Committee down to any particular standard or unit
of weight, I see no good reason why the Rupee o'reTola of 180 grains should be introduced into
y be hereafter desirable to harmonize our monetary system with that
a simple fraction of the pound sterling, and it would very

Government were called upon at the same time to modify its

-
s
e
L]

e A Fle T et T LT the system of weights, it ma
R s ”: RO o R § of England by making the Rupee
R R T BRI o ' much hamper this operabidﬁ if the

RN oL BT Coo e L. : wholesystemofweighfs.
e IS e ‘ ‘,,v : RO ‘ 6. It would very much simplify the ope
ST e e e T B \,; ‘ '.ﬁ with returns of the weights and measures inuse in t
' Co o I believe, for Madras, but 1 am not aware whether similgr returns have been ¢

e ST R ] and Bengal. .
(Signed) - W. T, DENISON.”

rations of the Committee'if it could be furnished
ihe different districts. A return of these exists,
alled for in Bombay

- v

T T R g .‘ MINUTE BY THE 'HONORABLE T. PYCROFT.
' N 1. I have no objection to our addressing the Supreme Government on the subject of the
I may however remark that a Committee was appointed by them some

T e . . . f‘ IR ",:{ ; Committee as proposed.
T ’ N K : S .; o ) years ago, and that it resulted in the adoption of the present system—1 Indian Maund = 100 lbs.
' ‘ ’ - Troy = 40 Seers = 3,200 Tolas each of 180 grains Troy, which was ordered to be used in all

‘ ble to prescribe any system for the regulation

: I Government tidnsactions. It was ziot thought possi
e Government system would by

LT s BTN . S - ' . of transactions between individuals, but it was hoped that th
% ) S R “degrees be adopted,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
13th BMay 1863.

2. My own view is that the best course would be to adopt in all Government transactions
the English system of weights and measures, Practically, English weights are used on the Rail-
ways, although the Government of India, much against the remonstrances of the Railway'
Counpanies, insist on the Indian Maund and Seer being the nominal weights. English weights
are also used in the Sea Custom Houses. They are not a whit more strange to the people of
this part of India than are the Indian Maund and Seer,

(Signed) T.PYCROFT.

Ordered that the following letter be despatched,

No. 161. From J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George, to the

Secretary to the Government of India, dated 13:h May 1863, No. 834 :—
Sir,

1. Tam directed to submit, for the eonsideration of the Supreme Government, the preat
fimportance of steps being taken ff)r the reform of the various systems of Weizhts and Measures
in use in Dritish India. ) ) . -

2. In this Presidency the Government in 1816 established a scale of el

; shts and nicasures
for exclusive adoption in the public accounts and in all transactions in which the Goveramnsent

were concerned. This system left “ untouched the Proviacial systems among the Natives,” by '
whom it has been almost wholly disregarded in their private dealings. Since thea the Govern-

ment system has been affected by the use, under the orders of the Supreme Government, of the

Tudian Maund of 82¢1lbs. Avoirdupois in the Salt, Railway and all other Public Departments.

3. The inconveniencd resulting to tha Government and the public from the complicated
and varying systems now in use can scarcely be exaggerated, and the Government believe that the
substitution for them of a simple, uaiform system, would be acceptable to the people, and might
be iutroduced without material difficulty.

4. "The Government would, with this object, suggest the appointment of a Committee,
consisting of a properly qualified pefson from each DPresidency, to consider and report on the
system which in their opinion it would be desirable to adopt for all India. The Government
would instruct the Comumittee to limit their inquiries and suggestions to the substitution for the
present numerous and contradictory scales of weights and measures of such a simple form as
would, while it reduced ths alteration in the existing scales to a minimum and disturbed rhe
present nomenclature as little as possible, make the Indian system uaiversal throughout Brit.ish
India, and place it in a simple relation with that now existing in Eagland, Without a restriction

‘of this nature the Committee might enter on the very broad question of the thenretically best
system, and the result might be the suggestion of a scheme which, however perfect in theory,

would be attended with such disturbance of existing relations as to render its adoption imprac-

ticable. On the other hand, the Government would not confine the Committee to any particular
standard or unit of weight. ) B
" 5, Inthe event of the Supreme Government being indisposed to take up the question at
present as one of Imperial concern, this Government propose to appoint a Committee to consider
the subject in relation to this Presidency alome. Jed
6. Iam directed to submit copies of Minutes on the subject of the above letter recorde
by His Excelleucy the Governor and the Honorable Mr, Pycroft.
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