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PUBLIC DEPARTMENT. .
PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GO VERNMENT.

Read the following letter from . B. MONTGOMERY, Esq., u. ., Editor Madras
Quarterly Journal of Medical Science; to the Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort Saint George, dated 14th December 1863. :

I would fecl obliged if you would kindly submit to Government my respeetful
application to be placed upon the list of Editors to whom copies of certain Proceed-
iags of Government, and records of the same, are prescnted on publication,

I solicit this favor as several of these bear upon the subjects treated of in the

- Journal under my charge, and I have on several oceasions been obliged to borrow

- from others and to have transcribed for my own use, or to purchase at some cost,’
such Government Proceedings. : L R

~ g

-~ *

*  _The Journal undecr reference has never derived from the Goverhment of Fort
i . g ) - . h ‘ 3
.= Saint George, any substantial moncy benefit; nor have I desired that it should do so,

: . & e .- . -
- may induee the concession of the favor now solicited.” St

. L A . . 3 .. . - ” T .
. +Mr. Cornish’s' recent Report on Food, Mr. Brown’s Memorandum on Salt, and
« several other papers recently published are required

h - 3"“' <
”

4 " .~ - . - - “. . #* ""; .
.~ Lhave lately” devoted a considerable space to questions.of sanitation, Army
# mortality, spread of epidemic disease, &c., and I am aware that on these matters

~ F

~ Government not unfrequently receives printed copics from the Government of India,

" - of Bengal, North'}\to"stern Provinces, &e. .1 would be cxceedingly glad if T might be
’,; favored with any such publications which would prove of great value in the conduct

of the'Medical Journal. T trust I may be excused for the libért"yI take in prefer-

in Couneil will, in coniplying with my wishes, place me in a position to establish
the Madras Medical J ournal in.the position to which it has for the past three
years aspired, viz.,, to be considered a complete record of the progress of Medical
Science in Southern India, o ‘ . . .
. Owing to the present underhanded condition of the Medical Department, the
rumber of subscribers does not jﬁétify any increase in expenditure ; and without this
T must remain without the class of publications now solicited, unless they should Lo
presented to me by Government.

OzpEr THEREON, 16th December 1863, No. 1399, - -

The Editor of the ¢ Madras Quarterly Journal of Medical Scicnce” will be fur-
nished with copies of all papers laid on the Editor’s table, and of any official publics-
tions bearing upon the subjccts treated of in the Journal of. which copies may be
available, ' "

. (True Extract.) | /
_r /

/ Clicf Secretary.

To the Editor, Madras Quarterly Journal of Medical Science.
»y Revenue Department. f
s  Public Works do.
", Military do.

Exd. T. McMootry,

.o & - ':‘

ring these requests, but I am not without a hope that His Excellency the Governor™ ™

- - e

"+ I am hopeful howéveg that the fact of its pecuniary independence of Government
& v

by me, and must cither be pur- -
| fcl{asgd'or I must{rtrusﬁ to chance to obtain them..- ©  +
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenué'Departmént,
9tk January 1863,

No. 89 Réad the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 9th December
e 1862 :— -

Read again letter from P, GRANT, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, dated 6th September 1862,
- o * i NO- 189- |

' (In Cons, 10th Sep‘tember 1862, No. 5,784.) -

Read also the following letter from the Collector of Malabar, dated 19:h November 1862,
. No. 237A. o
. (In Cons. 27th November 1862, No, 7,538.) .

1, Ordered thatthe above papers be submitted to Government, with reference to paragraph 3
of their Proceedings, dated 2nd August 1862, No. 1,649,R. D, referring to the Boa.rd of Revenue
for report the suggestion contained in paragraph 6 of the Secretary of State’s Despatch, dated
23rd May 1862, for some composition of the Government demand on the Wynad Coffee Estates
which should preclude the necessity of annual measurements to asce.rta.m. the actual area‘.of
cultivation in all cases in which the whole extent of land held by the individual hag not been
planted out, ) ) . ) o

' 2. The land tenure of Malabar is peculiar, and on!y fnor.n a t.:ornparahvely. recent penod
have the claims of the State on the landholders (for service which originally consututed almost if
not altogether the sole public liability attaching to suc:h px:operty?, beer'l commnuted to a money
payment assessed on the culisvated portion of each Jenmikar's holdx.ng. The Statfa has no claiu}'
against such landholder in this province on account of land not cultivated though ineluded inhis
bereditary estate (Jenmom). : . g

3. Under these circumstancesit is not likely that thf p!antgrs nov_v.;n question will consent
to pay to Government on account of the Jenmikars any composition.'m excess of the amount -
strictly demandable on the cultivation . unless they can thereby rellleve themselves from_ any
inconvenience resulting from the present system, but as Mr. Ballard points out, they complain of
no such inconvénience, and the Board are of opinion that the abuses generally connected with
such a system of annual inspection are likely to be comparatively rare in a locality like Wynad

- Where the settlers are not of a class who would submit to extortion, \ ‘

4. On the other hand the Board do not see any reason why Government should relinquish

any part of their very light demands on the Wynad planters in order to introduce a less clumsy

-
P

system of settlement when the parties more immediately concerned make no complaint on’the -

subject.

5. There can be no question that annual measurementg of cultivation
method for determining the Government demand
ull.imately leviable on the entire holding, whi

6. Ithas notbeen showa that the
that it is oppressive, and while such is th
objection go long as it is needed.

7. They see no reason to suppose that Mr. Ballard’s

are the most exact
» in the absence of a composition of the Tax
ch fast is not likely to be accepted.

Preseat system costs more than the results are worth, or
e case the Board consider that it may be retained without

elief whatever if substituted for the existing rate of Rupees 2 per

) e in the third year from planting in the case of Coffee.
(A true Extract.)

) (Signed.) W. HUDLESTON, Secretary.
No. 90. ORDER THEREON, Oth Januéry 1863, No. 48, ‘

L. Atpresent Coffee lands in Wynad

r; and one Consequence of the assessment thys bei
Inspection and IDeasurement of the cultiv

Government and trouble to the planter,
2. In his Despatch of 23,q
suggested a composition with the pla

and the matter was referred to th
20d August last, N

are uct in favor of ¢

iag on the cultivation only is periodical
ated area, a' process which involves expense to the
while it opens a door to frauds, .

May 1862, No. 11 (paragraph 6), the Secretary of State
nters whereby this process may be rendered unnecessary,
e Board of Revenue in the Proceedings of Government

0. 1,649, The Board now reply to this Order, and for reasons stated, they
he ¢ompounding system,

o MNe AL

Pay an annual assessment of 2 Rupees per Acre in the



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
9th January 1863.

3. Itis obvious that in the varying condition of the Estates, some large and others small;
some with a large and others with a small praportion of unculturable land ; some just begun, and
all in various stages of progress short of completion; some belonging to poor, and others to
wealthy men, the composition must be a matter of settlement with each individual, according to
circumstances. All that Government can Jdo is to lay down a gencral principle, and that can only

be that instead of the assessment varying or being likely to vary from year to year, the planter

should be allowed to pay on the * progressive Cowle” system, ex. gr. for the first two years nil;
then a certain proportion of the full assessment on his whole Estate, to be increased in each
successive year or term of years by a further proportion until ultimately the full assessment is
xeached ; allowance being made for unculturable land of course. DButit must be understood that
the planter will agree to chis kind of settlemsut only when it is more advantageous to him, and
consequently less advantageous to Government, and that in respect of all other cultivation, the
old system, with the nccessity of a survey establishment, must continue, as Cowles could scarcely
be arranged with every cultivator,

N 4. Under these circumstances, there seems little prospect at present of eflecting any compo-
sition, which, while fair to the Government,

be adopted by evena majority,

forth no complaints, must theref.
!

would be so generally acceptable to the people asto
The present system, which, as remarked by the Board, has called
re continue in force,

5. The Government however consider it desirable that the planters should be individually

nvited to offer terms of composition if so inclined ; and they direct that this be done and the
result reported for their information.

Letter from Hom
o

6. i espondence will be communicated to
e ¢ Govt. 23rd May 1863, N, I1. This corresp

do. #tb Augast ,, ,, 6o, the Home Government, with reference to the Despatch
‘ marginally noted.
(Signed) J. D. SIM,
Secretary to Government.

L

X 2 L

e ol |

B R e et il i Pt e i i s e

No. 6,114.
Procrzomvegs or TiE Boanp oF REveNuE, dated 13th Septembgr 1862.

Read the following letter from P, GRANT, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore, to W. IIUDLESTON,

Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Madras, dated Ootacamuqd, 6th September 1862, »

No. 189 :— :

.. 1. T bave received Proceedings of Governnient, Revenue Department, and their Order
tbéreon dated 2nd August 1862, No. 1,649, forwarded with the Board’s Order dated 15th August
1862, calling on me for my opinion on the suggestiohs made in paragraph 6 of the Despatch of the
-Secretary of State for India, as to the best mode to be'adopted in assessing Coffee estates, not involv-
ing the constant and irritating interference of native officials ; according to existing rules in Wynaad
Coffce estates are assessed to revenue in;'the third yzar of their growth.

< 2. The best ‘plan and one to which I believe all the planters wouldi‘ea.dily assent, would be
to request them to send in at the enc’ff,'g’)f’ each season a Statement of the quantity of land planted
out, a correct register of the plantec}"a’rea would thus be obtained, and it might be brought to
account as assessed land in the third year of its growth. Every 5th or 6th year Ehe whole cultivat-
ed area might be measured, and a correct register of the same drawn up.‘j .-_'

[ .

3. In the majority of cases it is probable that by the end of the 6ih year, the whole estate
would be planted out so that no further survey would be required. In the 9th year the whole of
the land would come under assessment.

4. The above plan seems so reasonable and just to all parties that I think it would be acceded
to by them, it precludes all unnecessary interference and sccures to Government the realization of
its just rights. .

5. Itisat present optional with planters to compound with Government and pay a lump
sum on their Estates, but the assessment is so light, that it is more to their advantage to pay it

annually, than to pay down a large eum which can with greater benefit be laid out in increasing
the arca of cultivation,

B S

Ordered to be communicated to the Collector of Malabar, whose report the Board await.
(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) W. HUDLESTON,

Secretary,
To G. A. Ballard, Esq., Collector of Malabar.

Copy to P. Grant, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore.

*

Lxd. J. Wright,
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Pnocnnmos o ‘THE BoArDp or Rrvmuz, dated 9th December 1862,

Read again-letter from P. GRANT, Esq., Collector of Comfbatore, dated 6Lh September 1862
No. 189.

(In Cons 10th September 1862, No. R 7%4)

Read also the followmg 1etter from G A. BALLARD Esq - Collector of Maldbdr, dated 19th
cee November 1562, Nb‘ 237A ‘

d;ft’ggcggiilkg;gﬁi:d;g% %Gﬁvoen}m;;;{ % Advertmg to the papers uoted margmally, I ba\e the
received with Board's Endorsement ‘honor to observe that I Wl'Ote to the Secretary of the Wynad
?aiffo:::(}i;gslg?%%afda* ) Revenue; Planters® Association, thh a vnc"w to ehcxt. ‘the thers views as
date;l 13th September 1862, No. 16 the best method of aeseqqmo Coﬂ'ee esta.tes espemally with re-
illl)ated 23rd May 1662, No. 11. ference to Sir Charles Wood's despatch,® but that I have received
no definite" expreselon of | opmlon “from that body The Secre-
tary observes that the  consideration of the guestion of’ asséssment Txas been postponed for four
months to allow time for consultatxon with absent propnetors : 5 |
2. No allusion to the mconvemence of the present. ‘method of aesessmeut app ears in ghe plan.
ters’ late Memorial to Sir Charles Wood orin the address Llatelv preeented to his Excellency the
Governor on his visit to Calicut. It is fair to conclude therefore that there was nothmg to com-
plain of on this score or that no better method than ‘the’ one now in force sugges.ed 1tself I be-
lieve that many ‘planters sre desirous of an e!port duty being substltuted. and the land a.seesq.
ment being entirely abandoned but I ath mot aware th;t Government 18 prepared to entertaln
such a proposition. ' . o

3. At preseni and proBaMy for many a aay to come, our land assesshent in Wynad, if q
ultivated area, not on the extent of an estate throuah

out. Past correspondence clearly shows that all whé have stuéled the subject ha.ve come to this con
clusion. I bnly except Government land hereafter to be sold, which should be sold suL;ecc to a

light assessment per acre throughout; and consequently would require no subsequent 1mpecuon
1 propose assessment throughout; independent of cultivation or any other consideration, at Rupee

1 per acre on Forest, and Annas 8 per Acre on open, land per annum.
4. In Fasli 1270 the Coffee assessment in Wynad was simply guess work.

" In Fasli 1271; thé native growri Coffee was measured by the Revenue lnspectorn and Vlllage
whilst the European cultivation was assessed ‘oni the planiers’ returns.

land assessment is reiamed must be 0[1 the C

P

Revenue servants,
5. Mr. Grant proposes thut for the future the planters should be requested to send i in each

year a Statement of the land planted out to be brought to accoiint as dssessed land, the tlm'd vear
of growth, and that every fifth or sixth year the whole cultivated area should be measured. I do’
not quité understand why Mr, Grant concludes that in the majerity of cases the whole estate will
be fully planted out the sixth year. There is no limit to the size of estates, and the time in which’
a whole estate will be planted out must depend on its extent, and the enterprlze and capital of its’
ywner. No given number of years can be laid down as the probable perivd. ' i
6. Moreover, with deference to Mr. Grant’s opinion, I am oot an advocate for assessment on

soluntary private returns. It- may be plausible in theory, but practically we have little or no
sheck against irregularity. Several of the planters have told me they considered it very uusatledc-

tory, and I quite agree with them.
7. My own opinion is, that in Wy nad as in other parts of Indm we should trust to our usual
Revenue agency, checked by occasional survey. 4 s :
8. The cultivated areas haveto a great extent been measured by the' Re venue survev,
’hough the measurements have not been received from the Survey Office. When they are receiv~
:d, of course they will be decisive as far as they go. When any extension or relinquishment of



cultivation takes place, it should be measured by the Revenue Inspectors, or by the Kurnums ; 3:‘1
occasionally, or periodically if thought fit, all such new measurements should be checked by the

Survey party, whose employment was suggested in my letter to the Board of the 4‘th Septexfz})ff
last, No, 185, Ce

. Ordered that the above papéra be submitted to Government, with reference to pa'ra.
graph 8 of theit Proéeedings dated 2nd August 1862, No. 1,649, Revenue Department, referring
/ t the suggestion contained in paragraph G of the Secretary
of State’s Despatch, dted 23rd May 1862, for some composition of the Governnxent‘demaxnd
on the Wynad Coffee Estates, which shoyld ptre.clude the necessity of annual ‘measurement to

ascertain the actaal area of cultivation in all cases m which thg whole extent of land _held by the
individual has not baen planted out, :

" 2 The land tenure of Malabar is/pe'culiar,‘ and only from a comparatively recent period
have the cluims of the State on the landholders for service, which originally - constituted almogt
if not altogether the solé'public liaBility ittaching to such property, .been commuted to a money
payment assessed on the cultivated portion of each Zemindar's holding. The State hs no

claim against sych landholder in this province on'hccpuut of land not cultivated ?1'9"3;‘ included
in his hereditary Estate (Jennom),

. to pay to Government og account .of the Zemindars, any c,ompositiox.l‘ in excess of the amount
strictly demandable o the cdltivau’on, unless they can thereby relfeve,themselv‘es from. any
inconvenience resulfing from the pressnt system ; but as Mr. Ballard points out, they complmn' of
no such inconvenience, and the Board are of opinion that the abuses gepgrally.co{nn.ected’wnh
such a system of annual ibspéctibn, are h'icel} to be cowmparatively rare in a locality like Wynad
where the setilers are not of a class who would submit to extortion, o

. , Y g .
. . ) . "\ . . .
3. Under these circumstances it is not likely that the planters now in question will consent

4. On the other hand the Board do not see any reason W!ly Gpvemn.)ent should relmqmsh'
any part of , their very light demands on the Wynad planters in order to introduce a less clumsy

system of settlement when the parties more immediately concerned make no CO“.’PI“"“ on the
subject. . - '

5. There can be no qQuestion that annyal measurements of cultivation are’ the most exact
method for determining the Government demand, in the absence of a composition of the tax
] g» which last is not, likely to be accepted. .,

6. It has not beeq shown that the present s
that it is oppressive, and while such is the ¢
without Bbjection %0 long as it is needed, .

ystem costs more than the results are worth, or
ase, the Board consider that it may be retained

per acre on forest land, and Ap
the holding, would afford any rel;
ber acre of cultivateq land, leviable ;

(A true Copy and Extract.)

"(Signed) ‘. IHUDLESTON,
: R " Secretary.

ey 1
‘ .

To J. D. Sim, Fsq., Secretary to Government, R, D,

: S with copy of Collector's letter.
Copy to G. A, Ballarg, Lsq., Collector of Malabar, I

» bo P. Grant, Esq., Collector of Coimbatore,

Exd. J. Tulloch.
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