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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
, 26¢h February 1863. '

No. 386. Read the following letter from Captain R. . BEDDOME, Oficiating Conservator
of Forests, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort
Saint George, dated Camp Oot_acamund, 13:h January 1863, No. 352 1= '

Sir,

1. Withreference to paragraph 7 of the Government Order No. 2,515 of 1st December 1862,
regarding the introduction of Saw Machinery at Seegur, I have the honor to forward copy of a
letter and Statement from Colonel Maitland in charge of the Gun Carriage Manufactory at Madras
and also copy of a letter from Maior Morgan in charge of the, Mudumallay and Seegur forests, ’

2. I would recommend that Government should sanction the introduction of a Saw Mill to
be worked by water-power at Seegur, or at the depét at Masnigtidy ; and that Major Morgan be
allowed taset it up. There will always be a depdt down in these forests for the supbp]y of

" the Neilgherries, a large quantity of wood is annually brought out of the Seegur forests ‘and even

if the Mudumallay lease is not renewed, the timber from that end of the Wynaad Teak forests

must be brought out in this direction. .
—

No. 387, OrpER THEREON, 26th February 1863, No. 416.

1. From the report of the Superintendent of the Gun Carriage Manufactory it is clear that
the use of Steam Sawing Machinery in the forests is out of the question. At the Factory the cost
of sawing 100 superficial feet by steam power is said to be Rupees 1-15-3, while the same quantity
can be sawn by manual power for 14 Annas and 6 Pice. .

9, But though steam power would not answer in forests where it would be difficult to
ensure the machinery being properly looked after, water-power may probably be advantageously -
made uso of. But the Government cannot act on Captain Beddome’s recommendation to this
effect, as it is unaccompanied by any reliable estimate of the cost of machinery, buildings and
establishment, and there is nothing to show whether suflicient water-poweris available at all scasons
or at least for a period sufficiently long to render it worth while to incur the expense of establish-
ing a regular Saw Mill. Captain Beddome will submit plans of a simplz Saw Mill to be worked
by water-power, with information as to the amount of water available, the fall to be got, the
distance the timber will have to be brought to the Mill, and the probable quantity to be sawn, &e.
With these particulays before him the Governor in Council will be able to form an opinion

as to the expediency of the propositian.
(Signed.) J. D. S1M,

Secretary to Governmeng,

e L L ~
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